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BURY,  March,  1908. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Member  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the 

County  Borough  of  Bury. 


Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  of  your 
Borough  for  the  year  1907. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  the  death  rate  is  the  lowest 
recorded,  that  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  is  also  the 
lowest  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  Borough,  and  that  the  inja^i- 
tile  mortality  shows  a satisfactory  reduction.  The  vital  statistics 
of  Church  JVard  especially  show  a gratifying  improvement.  The 
fact  that  the  summer  of  1907  was  both  cold  and  wet  doubtless 
accounted  for  a considerable  proportion  of  the  diminished  number 
of  deaths  from  Diarrhcea. 

The  Infantile  Mortality,  although  considerably  below  the 
average  for  the  past  10  years,  is  still  too  high  even  for  a manufac- 
turing town;  how  much  this  mortality  is  dependent  upon  the 
character  of  the  feeding  of  the  baby  will  be  gathered  from  the 
striking  results  of  the  investigations  of  Nurse  JValton  with  respect 
to  the  feeding  of  over  3,000  infants  born  during  the  three  years 
1904,  1905,  and  1906.  The  figures  shov;  that  the  death-rate 
among  bottle-fed  babies  was  more  than  10  times  that  amo7ig  breast- 
fed infants.  Every  effort,  therefore , should  be  made  to  encourage 
natural  feeding  among  mothers,  and  to  discourage  artificial 
methods.  The  Housing  Problem  has  received  a great  amount  of 
attention  during  the  year,  and  furnishes  ample  scope  for  the 
energies  and  abilvties  of  everyone  concerned  in  this  many-sided 
question.  One  of  the  most  important  problems , in  my  opiniofi, 
is  the  prevention  of  the  midtiplication  of  the  Furnished  Rooms  or 
Houses  Let-in-Lodgings  in  the  town.  A certain  number  of  these 
dwellings  may  be  necessary,  but  they  constitute  an  evil  from  a 


social  as  well  as  from  a sanitary  standpoint.  Intimately 
associated  with  the  Housing  Question  is  the  unsavoury  subject 
of  ''sanitary  conveniences,"  of  which  Bury  possesses  a variety, 
good,  had,  and  indifferent,  a considerable  number  of  the  two 
latter  types  still  persisting  in  the  town — Economically  there 
is  nothing  to  he  said  in  favour  of  having  the  three  systems, 
viz.  : — Pails,  midden  ashpits,  and  water  closets,  with  their  three 
separate  methods  of  disposal.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  strenuous 
efforts  will  be  made  to  abolish,  at  an  early  date,  the  storage  (or 
" conservancy  ”)  methods,  especially  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and 
to  substitute  the  water-carriage  system. 

The  most  important  hygienic  legislative  enactment  made 
during  the  year  was  that  in  connection  with  the  Medical  Inspection 
of  School  Children.  It  is  hoped  that  this  increased  inspection 
will  prove  of  very  great  value  in  the  future.  Second  only  in 
importance  to  the  above  is  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  mentioned 
on  page  26  of  the  Report,  an  Act  which,  it  is  anticipated,  will  lead 
to  a diminution  in  the  great  mfant  mortality  of  the  country, 
especially  in  industrial  centres. 

'For  special  information  in  this  Report  I am  indebted  to 
Messrs.  A.  PA  Bradley,  J.  Brandwood,  H.  C.  Cass,  R.  B.  Rigby, 
S.  Comfort,  J.  I sherwood , IV.  Grime,  and  to  many  Medical 
Officers  of  Health. 

I am  especially  indebted  to  you  for  your  continued  kindness, 
courtesy,  and  co-operation. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ALBERT  E.  BRINDLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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^ounft?  '^Sorouc^d  of  ^urix 


STATISTICAL  SUAAARY,  1907. 


Situation — Latitude,  53°  36  N.  ; Longitude,  2 

Population, estimated  to  the  [ Males  27323] 

middleof  the  year  1907 ...  ( Females  31578) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1901)  


" 18'  W. 

Total  ...58901 
12692 


Rateable  Value 

Marriages  (Bury  Union) 


Borough  Rate,  £275,945 
General  Rate,  £280,496 

1426 


Births 


Total  ...  1336 


Males 680 1 

I Females  656  j 

Annual  Rate  of  Births  per  rooo  of  the  Population  22-64 

Deaths  Males  454)  ^ ^ 

I Females  485)  ^^tai  ...  939 

Annual  Rate  of  Mortality  f Males 16 -61)  , 

per  1000  \ Females 15-36!  “■  ^^"94 

Excess  of  Registered  Births  over  Deaths 397 

Infantile  Mortality per  1000  Births. 


Density. — The  mean  density  of  the  Borough  from  the  census 
of  1901  was  equal  to  9-95  persons  per  acre  In  Church  Ward, 
28-53 1 East  Ward,  15-0:  Moorside  Ward,  9-42;  Redvales 
Ward,  8-69;  Elton  Ward,  6-86. 


Area.  I he  Municipal  Borough  of  Bury  comprises  parts  of 
what  were  formerly  the  Townshij^s  of  Tottington-lovver-End, 
Shuttlevvorth,  Bircle-cum-Bamforcl,  Heap,  Pilsworth,  Pilkington, 
Radcliffe  and  Elton,  as  well  as  the  township  of  Walmersley,  and 
has  a total  area  of  5907  acres. 

Elevation. — The  mean  elevation  of  the  Borough  is  about  300 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  varies  between  223  feet  at  Blackford 
Bridge  and  765  feet  at  Higher  Sedger  Hey. 
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LEGAL  SUMMARY. 

Particulars  of  the  Sanitary  Laws  in  force  in  the  Borough  (other 

than  Public  General  Acts)  : — 

Local  Acts. 

Bury  Improvement  Acts,  1846,  1872  and  1885. 

Bury  Corporation  Acts,  1899  and  1901. 

Acts  Confirming  Provisional  Orders. 

Local  Government  Board’s  Provisional  Orders’  Confirmation 
(No.  5)  Act,  1882.  (An  Act  to*  confirm  the  Bury  Provi- 
sional Order,  1882,  relating  tO' the  compulsory  notification 
of  Infectious  Diseases). 

Local  Government  Board’s  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  13)  Act,  1900.  (An  Act  inter  alia  to  confirm  a certain 
Provisional  Order  relating  to  the  provision  of  Markets, 
Slaughter-houses,  Refrigerators  and  Ice-making  Plant  by 
the  Corporation  of  Bury.) 

Local  Government  Board’s  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  17)  Act,  1903.  (i\n  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provi- 
sional Orders  relating  to  Bury  and  the  Bury  and  District 
Joint  Hospital  Board.) 

Acts  Adopted. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  (March  5th, 
1891.) 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  (August  2nd, 
1900.) 

Estimated  Population.— The  Registrar  General  estimated  that 
the  population  of  the  Borough  would  be  58,901  at  the  middle  of 
the  year  1907,  this  being  an  increase  of  157  over  the  estimated 
population  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  population  and  the 
number  of  males  and  females  in  each  ward  of  the  Borough. 


Ward. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Moorside 

6675 

...  7979  ... 

14654 

East 

5550 

6403 

1 1953 

Church  

• •••  3526 

»— 1 
0 
00 

7327 

Redvales 

4870 

5888 

10758 

Elton 

6702 

...  7507  ••• 

14209 

Totals  

• •••  27323 

...  31578  ... 

58901 
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Rainfall,  1907. — Bury.  (Yard,  Parsons  Lane). 

Jan... Total  Rainfall  2*22in. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours  o’59in.,  date  January  ist. 

No.  of  days  on  which  o’oiin.  or  more  fell  = 16. 

Feb. ..Total  Rainfall  274in. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours  o-68in.,  date  February  i6th. 

No.  of  days  on  which  o*iin.  or  more  fell  ==  13. 

Mar. .Total  Rainfall  3*82in. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours  o-82in.,  date  March  9th. 

No.  of  days  on  which  o’lin.  or  more  fell  =17. 

j\PRL.Total  Rainfall  i'85in. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours  o'48in.,  date  April  6th. 

No.  of  days  on  which  o'lin.  or  more  fell  = 20. 

May.  Total  Rainfall  4*38in. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours  o-68in.,  date  May  30th. 

No.  of  days  on  which  o*iin.  or  more  fell  ==20. 

June. Total  Rainfall  7-62in. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours  o’82in.,  date  June  15th. 

No.  of  days  on  which  o'lin.  or  more  fell  = 24. 

July. Total  Rainfall  2-8iin. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours  o’7iin.,  date  July  21st. 

No.  of  days  on  which  o'lin.  or  more  fell  = 20. 

Aug. .Total  Rainfall  4*46in. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours  i'i4in.,  date  August  14th. 

No.  of  days  on  which  o’lin,  or  more  fell  = 18. 

Sep... Total  Rainfall  i’2oin. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours  o-55in.,  date  September  4th. 

No.  of  days  on  which  o’lin.  or  more  fell  = 7. 

Oct. ..Total  Rainfall  3'69in. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours  o'58in.,  date  October  5th. 

No.  of  days  on  which  o'lin.,  or  more  fell  — 21. 

Nov. ..Total  Rainfall  3*56in. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours  o'7oin.,  date  November  22nd. 

No,  of  days  on  which  o’lin.  or  more  fell  = [8. 

Dec.. .Total  Rainfall  4*24in. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours  o’67in.,  date  December  7th. 

No.  of  days  on  which  o'lin.  or  more  fell  = 20. 

1907.  1906. 

Total  Annual  Rainfall  42 ’59  ins....  44*07  ins. 

Total  number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell 214  ...  209 

RAINFALL  AT  GREENWICH  OBSERVATORY,  1907. 

Total 23-8  ins. 

Number  of  days  149 
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BIRTHS. 

Durino-  the  year  1,336  births  have  been  reg-istered  within  the 
Borough,  of  which  680'  were  boys  and  656  were  girls,  representing 
a birth  rate  of  22.64  1,000,  as  compared  with  a rate  of  22.74 

per  1,000  in  the  preceding  year.  The  number  of  births  registered 
is  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  is  28  below  the 
average  for  the  ten  years  1897 — 1906. 


WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 


NO.  OF  BIRTHS.  RATE  PER  lOOO. 


Moorside 

East 

Church  . 
Red  vales 

Elton...  . 


327  22.31 

287  24.01 

207  28.25 

206  19-15 

309  22.02 


58  of  the  above  births  were  illegitimate,  as  compared  with  50 
in  the  previous  year,  being  apportioned  to  the  following  Wards  : — 


Moorside  9 

PMst 17  (c8  of  v^'hich  occurred  in 

the  L'nion  WMrkdiouse). 

Church 16 

Redvales  6 

Elton  ...  10 


MARRIAGES. 

Ihe  total  number  of  marriages  celebrated  in  the  Bury  Union 
during  the  year  1907  was  1,426,  being  an  increase  of  loi  as  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year.  The  quarterly  return  of  the 


marriages  solemnized 

in  the  Bury 

Distrif't  in  t 

he  year 

1907 

summarised  as  follows 

: — 

Before 

Before 

Quarter. 

Cliurcli  of  England 

Autliorised  Persons. 

Registrars. 

Totals. 

March  Quarter,  1907 

' 177 

•)  - 
- D 

I I 2 

314 

June  Quarter,  1907 

215 

. . . 44  ... 

I 46 

405 

.September  Quarter, 

1907..  222 

...  34 

i 34 

390 

December  Quarter,  i 

907...  193 

20 

99  • • • 

312 

Totals. . . 

807 

123 

491 

T42  T 

DEATHS. 


During-  the  year  1,034  deaths  have  been  recorded  in  Bury, 
being  50  less  than  the  total  for  the  previous  year.  Of  these  deaths 
178  occurred  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  46  in  the  Dispensary 
Hospital,  19  in  the  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital,  and  five  in  the 
Robinson  Kay  Home. 

Of  the  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions,  108  were  of 
persons  not  usually  resident  in  the  Borough,  37  being  from  Hey- 
wood,  32  from  Radcliffe,  13  from  Ramsbottom,  eight  from  Totting- 
ton,  eight  from  Bury  Rural,  three  from  Whitefield,  three  from 
Manchester,  and  one  each  from  Middleton,  Eccles,  Birkenhead, 
and  wStoke-on-Trent  respectively. 

By  excluding  these  108  deaths  of  non-residents,  the  total 
number  of  deaths  are  reduced  to  926,  to  which  must  be  added  the 
13  deaths  of  Bury  residents  in  other  districts,  six  of  which  occurred 
in  the  Prestwich  Asylum,  live  in  Manchester  Hospitals  or  Private 
Nursing  Homes,  one  in  the  General  Infirmary,  Leeds,  and  one  in 
St.  Anthony’s  Hospital,  Cheam,  near  Epsom.  The  corrected 
number  of  deaths  of  Burv  residents  is  brought  to  936,  which  is 
65  less  than  in  the  previous  year  and  88  below  the  mean  for  the 
preceding  ten  years  1897 — 1906.  This  latter  total  does  not  include 
two  deaths,  one  of  which  occurred  in  a Bury  Public  Institution  (a 
woman  formerlv  resident  in  Sheffield,  but  who  had  been  resident 
for  some  years  in  the  Robinson  Kay  Home,  Bury),  and  the  other 
death  occurred  in  a street  in  Salford  (a  man  who  was  a former 
resident  of  Bury).  Both  these  deaths  have  been  considered  as 
non-residents  of  Bury,  and  should  be  included  in  the  Sheffield  and 
Salford  returns  respectively. 

The  death  rate  is  equal  to  15.94  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
as  compared  with  a rate  of  17.04  per  1,000  in  the  previous  year. 

The  recorded  death-rate  for  the  Borough  is  the  lowest  on 
record,  being  i.io  per  1,000  lower  than  the  previous  year,  and 
1.66  per  1,000  lower  than  the  mean  rate  for  the  ten  preceding- 
years  1897 — 1906,  and  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  (15.4) 
for  the  76  Great  Towns  of  England  and  Wales, 
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This  satisfactory  decline  in  the  mortality  rate  is  chiefly 
accounted  for  by  the  diminution  of  deaths  attributed  to  Measles, 


Diarrhoea,  and  Premature 

Birth, 

as  will  be 

seen  from 

the  accom 

panying  table  : — 

1907. 

1906. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Measles  

II 

...  51 

— 

40 

Whooping  Cough  . 

..  27 

6 

21 

— 

Enteric  Fever  ...  . 

5 

5 

. . . — 

— 

Diarrhoea 

..  14 

46 

. . . — 

32 

Premature  Birth  . 

..  19 

•••  45 

— 

26 

Heart  Disease  ...  . 

. . 1 16 

...  95 

2 1 

— 

Cancer  

••  52 

59 

• • • — — # « ♦ 
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Perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  feature  is  the  decline  of  the 
mortality  rate  in  Church  Ward,  which  shows  a reduction  of  3.49 
per  1,000  over  the  previous  year,  and  is  3-03  t,ooo  lower  than 
the  mean  for  the  preceding-  ten  years  1897 — ^1906.  This  is  all  the 
more  gratifying  when  we  take  intO'  consideration  that  in  this  Ward 
are  several  factors  which  have  a tendency  to  produce  a higher 
rate  of  mortality,  viz.  : — (i)  The  inhabitants  include  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  poorer  class.  (2)  The  largest  proportion  of  old 
houses  are  situate  in  this  portion  of  the  Borough  ; and  (3)  That 
the  bulk  of  the  Common  Lodging-houses  and  houses  Let  in 
Lodgings  are  also  situated  in  this  Ward. 

The  following  table  shows  the  natural  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion, i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  past  17  years 
(1891-1907)  : — 


! 

Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

i 

Natural  Increase. 

1891  ! 

1682 

1 

1474 

208  ! 

1892  I 

1617 

1202 

415  1 

1893 

1488 

1287  ' 

201  1 

1894 

1507 

1077  ’ 

430  ! 

1895 

1710 

1414 

296  1 

1896 

1454 

1162 

292  i 

1897 

1520 

1099 

421 

1898 

1483 

1057 

426  i 

1899 

1439 

1061 

378  i 

1900 

1390 

1108 

282 

1901 

1272 

975 

297 

1902 

1214 

955 

259 

1903 

1329 

1030 

299 

1904 

1383 

1003 

380 

1905 

1271 

964 

307 

1906 

1336 

1001 

335 

1907 

1336 

939 

897 

Total 

1 

24431 

18808 

5623 

1 
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District  Mortality  Rates  . — The  following  table  shows  clearly 
the  difference  as  regards  the  mortality  rates  in  the  various 
Wards  : — 

Population,  Acreage,  and  Death  Rates  in  the 

Various  Wards. 


j 


ward. 

! 

Estim’ted 

Popula- 

tion 

to  middle 
of  1907. 

Acreage. 

Persons 

per 

Acre. 

> 

Total 

Deaths 

Moorside 

14654 

1534 

9*42 

228 

East 

11953 

786 

15-0 

2111 

Church 

7327 

258 

28-53 

147i 

Redvales 

10758 

1221 

8-69 

147 

1 

Elton  ...i 

14209 

2042  i 

6-86 

206i 

Totals 

58901 

5886  ^ 

9-95 

939’ 

Mortality  per  1000  Living. 


m 


* Death 
Rate 
per 
1000. 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Phthisis. 

other 

' Tuberculoui 
Diseases. 

other 

Respiratory 

Diseases. 

Cancer. 

15-63 

0-82 

0-76 

0-41 

2-87 

1-02 

17-74 

1-59 

1-17 

0-75 

2-76 

0-83 

20-06 

1-78 

1-78 

0-68 

4-50 

0-95 

13-66 

1-02 

1-02 

0 28 

1-95 

0-74 

14-68 

1-34 

1-19 

0-42 

2-53 

0 84 

15-94 

1-27 

1-12 

0-49 

2-80 

0-88 

*Deaths  occurring  in  Institutions  have  been  relegated  to  the 
Wards  to  which  they  belonged;  deaths  within  the  Borough  of 
persons  usually  resident  outside  are  here  excluded,  and  correction 
is  made  for  persons  dying  without  the  Borough,  but  usually 
resident  within.  It  will  be  observed  from  the  above  table  that,  as 
in  former  years,  the  highest  death  rate  is  recorded  in  Church 
Ward,  which  is  the  most  densely  populated  district. 
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Cajses  of,  aii  Ages  at,  Death,  during  year  1907. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Smallpox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  . 
Diphtheria  and  Membra 

nous  Croup 

Croup  

1 Typhus 

Fever  ^ Enteric  

’ Other  continued. 

Epidemic  Inflaenza 

Cholera  

Plague  

Diarrhoea  

Enteritis 

Puerperal  Fever  

Erysipelas  

Other  Septic  Diseases  . . , 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

OtherTuberculousDiseases 
Cancer,  MpJignant  Di 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Kespira- 

tory  Organs  

Alcoholism  ( 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  | ‘ ’ 

Venereal  Diseases 

Premature  Birth  

Diseases  and  Accidents 

Parturition  

Heart  Diseases 

Accidents  

Suicides  

Diseases  of  Brain  and 

Membranes 

Apoplexy 

Digestive  Organs,  Diseases 

of  

Old  Age  

Spinal  Cord,  Diseases  of. . 

Rheumatic  Fever 

All  other  causes 


of 


All  causes. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to 
whole  District  at  subjoined 
ages. 

Deaths  in  or 
belonging  to 
localities 
(at  all  ages). 

Total  Deaths  in 

Public  Institutions 

in  the  District. 

1 

1 All  ages. 

1 

Under  1 
year 

1 and 
under  5. 

5 and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Registration 
Sub-Districts 
^ ^ a 

n ^ ° 

O O — 1 

^ xn  ^ 

11 

3 

8 

6 

4 

1 

1 

1 

. , 

1 

4 

27 

12 

14 

1 

15 

10 

9 

10 

1 

5 

4 

1 

9 

8 

5 

2 

3 

3 

2 

5 

16 

6 

4 

3 

0 

2 

1 

14 

9 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

2 

7 

6 

1 

4 

3 

1 

6 

. « 

6 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

66 

2 

4 

12 

46 

2 

25 

24 

17 

14 

29 

/ 

7 

4 

6 

5 

15 

8 

6 

3 

52 

> . 

. • 

35 

17 

25 

15 

12 

13 

100 

22 

11 

. • 

, . 

32 

35 

49 

36 

15 

15 

58 

16 

7 

2 

1 

23 

9 

22 

17 

19 

13 

1 

• • 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

. . 

4 

. . 

3 

1 

2 

1 

9 

• • 

9 

7 

1 

1 

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

19 

19 

9 

3 

7 

9 

3 

2 

4 

3 

2 

4 

4 

116 

* . 

1 

4 

3 

76 

32 

49 

38 

29 

16 

20 

1 

2 

2 

6 

8 

1 

9 

7 

4 

19 

8 

8 

4 

2 

2 

1 

36 

9 

1 

2 

23 

8 

14 

9 

13 

25 

38 

22 

16 

16 

17 

5 

5 

22 

7 

1 

2 

9 

3 

10 

7 

5 

4 

77 

> . 

• . 

. * 

. . 

6 

71 

50 

15 

12 

53 

2 

2 

. , 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

. 

1 

1 

1 

172 

69 

12 

4 

9 

47 

31 

87 

54 

31 

32 

939 

181 

73 

27 

45 

382 

231 

439 

294 

206 

248 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1907  and  Previous  Years. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Of  the  939  deaths  from  all  causes  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  caused  85  deaths,  or  9.05  per  cent. 
Constitutional  ,,  137  ,,  i4'59  >5 

Developmental  ,,  145  ,,  i5-44  >> 

Local  ,,  508  ,,  54.10  ,, 

Other  ,,  33  ,,  3.52  ,, 

Violence  (Accident  or 

Suicide)  31  ,,  3.30  ,, 

Mortality  at  Different  Ages  — Of  the  939  deaths  : — 

1 81  occurred  in  children  under  one  year  of  age 19.28  per  cent. 

73  occurred  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 7.77  ,, 

27  ,,  n 5 and  15  years 2.87  ,, 

45  n ,,  15  and  25  years 4.80 

382  ,,  ,,  25  and  65  years 40.68  ,, 

231  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age  24.60  ,, 


100.00 


Infectious  Diseases. — -The  percentage  of  deaths  from  the 
infectious  diseases  (9.05)  shows  a decrease  on  those  of  the  pre- 
ceding years  : — 

Year.  1901  1902  1903  1904  ^9^5  1906  190? 

Percentage  10.87  9-95  12.04  1405  9^3  ii-59  9-^9 

This  decrease  is  due  chiefly  to  the  diminution  of  deaths  attri- 
buted tO'  Measles  (ii)  and  Diarrhoea  (14),  as  compared  with  51 
and  41  deaths  respectively  from  these  causes  in  the  previous  year. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  (excluding  Phthisis)  : — 
165  deaths  have  been  attributed  to  various  diseases  of  the  respira- 
tory organs,  which  is  an  increase  of  5 in  the  number  of  deaths,  as 
compared  with  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

Of  these  deaths,  100  (or  60.61  per  cent,  of  the  total  165)  were 
attributed  to  Bronchitis , of  which  22  occurred  in  children  under 
one  year  of  age.  The  following  table  shows  the  age  periods  at 
which  deaths  from  Bronchitis  were  recorded  : — 


Under 

1 and 

5 and  15  and 

25  and 

65 

I. 

under  5. 

under  15.  under  25. 

under  65. 

upwards 

Total 

22 

II 

. . . 

32 

35  ••• 

100 

B 
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Pneumonia  caused  58  deaths,  as  compared  with  59  in  the 
previous  year.  The  following-  table  shows  the  w'ard  distribution 
and  the  age  periods  at  which  these  deaths  were  recorded  : — 


Wards. 

Under 

1. 

1 and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  65 

65  and 
Upwards 

Totals. 

Moorside  

• • • 

2 

... 

• * • 

4 

3 

9 

East  

3 

2 

1 

• • 

5 

2 

13 

Church  

3 

• • • 

... 

7 

2 

12 

Redvales  

2 

1 

2 

5 

Elton 

8 

2 

1 

1 

7 

• * « 

19 

Totals 

16 

7 

2 

1 

23 

9 

58 

Phthisis  caused  66  deaths,  making  a total  of  231  deaths  from 
Respiratory  Diseases. 


Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases  and  Phthisis  in  each  of 
the  preceding  10  years  : — 


1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Bronchitis 

142 

110 

137 

112 

86 

93 

99 

118 

90 

93 

Pneumonia  

85 

107 

95 

99 

85 

89 

93 

56 

75 

59 

Oth’r  Respirat’ry 
Diseases  

7 

11 

4 

9 

11 

2 

12 

8 

15 

8 

Phthisis  

105 

80 

105 

98 

85 

75 

69 

97 

73 

74 

Totals 

339 

308 

341 

318 

267 

259 

278 

07) 

! 

1 

253 

■ 

234 
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LONGEVITY. 

Deaths  of  Persons  over  6o  Years  of  age.  — The  deaths  of 
persons  over  6o  years  of  age  were  equal  to  33  per  cent,  of  the 
total  deaths,  an  increase  on  the  figures  for  the  previous  year,  when 
the  percentage  was  21.88. 


The  number  ot  deaths  attributed  to  Old  Age  was  77,  also  an 
increase  on  the  previous  year  :■ — ■ 


Year. 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

No.  of  Deaths 
Per  cent,  of 

98 

78 

81 

112 

109 

74 

79 

73 

72 

66 

77 

Total  Deaths 

8*28 

6-91 

6-96 

CO 

10-21 

7-64 

7-67 

7*27 

7.48 

6-59 

8-20 

INQUESTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907. 

During  the  year  the  cause  of  death  of  74  Bury  residents  was 
investigated  by  the  District  Coroner.  In  62  instances  it  was  found 
advisable  to  hold  an  inquest,  and  of  this  number  43  related  to  the 
bodies  of  males  and  19  to  females.  In  12  cases  a public  enquiry 
was' dispensed  with. 

The  following  is  a classification  of  the  sex  and  age  periods  : — 

Males.  Females. 


Under  one  year  of  age 

•••  3 

...  2 

Over  one  and  under  five  years  of  age... 

•••  3 

I 

Over  five  and  under  15  years  of  age  ... 

2 

2 

Over  15  and  under  25  years  of  age  ... 

...  8 

0 

Over  25  and  under  65  years  of  age  ... 

...  21 

...  9 

Over  65  years  of  age  

...  6 

•••  5 

Total 

••  43 

28 

The  findings  of  the  Coroner’s  Juries,  and  the  wards  to  which 
the  deceased  belonged,  are  shown  in  this  table  : — 


Moorside. 

East. 

Church. 

Redvales. 

Elton. 

Totals 

Natural  Causes  ... 

...  8 ... 

2 

...  7 

...  4 ... 

7 

...  28 

Accident  

...  3 ... 

7 

•••  3 

4 

5 

...  22 

Suicide 

1 

3 

0 

2 

2 

...  8 

Found  Drowned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

Misadventure 

— 

— 

— 

• « • « • • 

I 

I 

Doubtful  

— 

— 

. . . — 

— 

2 

2 

Aiiiuiig'  those  certihed  as  due  to  Natural  Causes,  12  deaths 
were  returned  as  being'  due  to  Syncope  or  diseases  of  the  Heart. 

(b  those  due  to  Accident,  one  was  due  to  suffocation;  six 
resulted  from  accidents  on  the  highway  ; hve  from  machinery  ; two 
by  drowning  ; four  from  tails  ; one  from  chloroform  administration  ; 
one  from  scalds  ; and  one  from  burns. 

Of  the  Suicides,  one  was  by  poison;  three  by  drowning;  and 
four  by  cut  throat. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

riie  number  of  uncertified  deaths,  i.e.,  deaths  w'hich  had  not 
been  certified  by  a medical  man,  or  cases  in  which  the  Coroner 
considered  an  inquest  unnecessary,  was  12,  seven  being  of  males 
and  live  of  females. 


The  following  showcs  the  age  periods,  and  the  wards  to  which 
the  deceased  belonged  : — 


Ages 

Moorside  ... 

0 — I 

2 

1—5 

5—15  15  — 25  25—65  6; 

; upwards 

Total 

2 

Fast 

I 

. . . - — 

. . . . . . ...  1 

' — .. 

2 

Church  

— > 

— 

I 

2 

Redvales 

1 

I 

. . • . . . ...  I 

I 

• 4 

Flton  

— 

I 

'..  ...  ...  1 ... 

— - - 

2 

21 


Annual  Rate  of  Mortality  compared  with  other  Towns. 


The  following  table  compares  the  Birth  Rate  and  certain 
Death  Rates  of  Bury  with  other  manufacturing  towns  : — 


TOWN. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Birth 
Rate  per 
1000. 

Death  Rate  per 
1000. 

Zymotic  i 
Death  ' 
Rate. 

Phthisis 

[>eath 

Rate. 

Proportion  of 
Deaths  of  Infants 
under  twelve 
months  to 

1000  Births. 

Crude. 

Correct’d.  | 

Ashton- 

Under-Lyne 

45462 

26-7 

17-9 

18-0 

2-0 

1-0 

156 

Blackburn  ... 

184438 

24-90 

17-40 

17-00 

1-40 

0-90 

151 

Bolton  

182917 

24-40 

16-70 

18-80 

2-40 

1-01 

145 

Bootle 

69200 

31-30 

15-70 

• • « 

1-80 

1-10 

123 

Burnley  

103947 

28-70 

17-40 

• « • 

1-38 

1-86 

156 

Bury  

58901 

22  68 

17-55 

15  94 

1-27 

1-12 

135 

Crewe 

47904 

26-10 

10-80 

11-18 

0-79 

0 50 

108 

Darwen  

41864 

20  92 

12-08 

12-58 

0-69 

0-83 

118 

Eccles 

39000 

26-1 

« • • 

15  0 

1-5 

1-0 

119 

Halifax  

108500 

17-70 

15-20 

• • • 

0-66 

1-13 

102 

Hanley  ...... 

67174 

32-3 

16-1 

19-0 

2 6 

0 72 

160 

Lancaster  ... 

48531 

23-24 

. . 

15-09 

2-50 

1-05 

143 

Nelson 

38000 

19-89 

10-86 

11-20 

0-65 

1-15 

108 

Oldham  ...... 

141730 

26-50 

20-20 

19-30 

1-50 

1-65 

144 

Radcliffe...... 

27000 

22-2 

. . . 

15-4 

1-4 

1-0 

137 

Rochdale  ... 

88000 

23-82 

17-00 

16-98 

1-04 

1-28 

120 

Rotherham.. 

62500 

32-20 

15-45 

16-41 

1-36 

0-76 

148 

St.  Helens  ... 

92476 

34-20 

18-40 

2-99 

1-09 

156 

Stockport  ... 

100986 

27-08 

19-38 

19-02 

1-76 

1-31 

157 

Stockton-on- 

Tees 

55540 

29-92 

17-51 

18-36 

1-69 

1-24 

115 

Wigan 

90765 

80-05 

19-29 

i 

18-03 

2-58 

0-92 

163 

* For  Non-Residents. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Number  of  Births  during  year  1907 1)336 

Number  of  Deaths  in  children  under  i year  of  age  181 
Infantile  mortality 135  per  1,000  births. 


The  infantile  mortality  for  the  year  1907  is  the  lowest  since 
1902,  and  is  28  below  the  average  for  the  preceding  10  years,  but 
is  still  much  too  high  as  compared  with  the  whole  country  or  with 
the  majority  of  the  towns  of  England  and  Wales. 

On  reference  to  the  appended  table  it  will  be  seen  that  24 
deaths  (or  13.26  per  cent.)  occurred  during  the  first  week  after 
birth,  and  51  (or  28.18  per  cent.)  during  the  first  month. 

As  compared  with  the  preceding  year  there  was  a marked 
decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  zymotic  disases,  viz,, 
26  in  1907,  and  62  in  1906. 

ft 

Respiratory  diseases  show  an  increase  on  the  previous  year 
(38  in  1907,  27  in  1906),  while  the  Tuberculous  diseases  show  a 
decrease  (7  in  1907,  ii  in  1906).  A considerable  decrease  is  also 
shown  in  the  number  of  Premature  Births  (19  in  1907,  and  45  in 
1906). 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Infantile  Deaths 


per 

1 ,000 

births 

in  Bury  during 

the  past  eleven 

years 

• 

• 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900  r9oi  1902 

1903  1904  1905 

1906 

Average 
(10  yrs.) 

1907 

177 

173 

161 

167  166  128 

174  163  146 

177 

163 

135 

Infantile  Mortality  for  the  whole  of  England  and 

Wales  (1907, 1 18 

For  the  76  great  towns  T27 

For  the  142  smaller  towns 122 

For  England  and  Wales  (less  the  218  towns)  106 

For  London 115 

For  Bury 135 


From  the  list  on  next  page  it  will  be  observed  that  as  regards 
Infant  Mortality  Bury  compares  more  favourably  with  other 
Lancashire  towns  in  1907  than  in  the  previous  year. 
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Infantile  Mortalities. — Chief  Lancashire  Towns: — 


Rochdale 120 

Warrington  12 1 

Bootle 123 

Bury 135 

Liverpool  144 

Oldham  144 

Bolton 145 


Manchester 

146 

Blackburn  

151 

Ashton-u-Lyne  ... 

156 

Burnley  

156 

St.  Helens  

Preston  

158 

Wigan 

..163 

Causes  of  Death. — Zymotic  Diseases  have  caused  26 
deaths,  of  which  three  were  due  to  Measles,  one  to  Scarlet  Fever, 
one  to  Diphtheria,  12  to  Whooping  Cough,  and  9 to  Diarrhoea. 
The  chief  decrease  is  shown  in  Measles  (10  fewer  than  in  1905) 
and  Diarrhoea  (34  fewer  than  in  1906).  The  number  of  infantile 
Deaths  from  the  latter  cause  during  the  last  5 years  in  Bury 
is  apportioned  as  follows  : — 9 in  1907,  43  in  1906,  33  in  1905, 
32  in  1904,  38  in  1903. 

Respiratory  Diseases. — These  were  responsible  for  38 
deaths  (as  compared  with  27  in  1906),  and  of  these  22  were  due  to 
Bronchitis,  and  16  tO'  Pneumonia. 


Tuberculous  Diseases. — The  Tuberculous  diseases  show  a 
decrease,  the  number  being  seven  in  1907,  while  in  1906  there 
were  eleven  deaths,  and  ten  in  1905.  Some  cases,  however,  of 
so-called  Marasmus  may  be  of  tuberculous  nature.  The  deaths 
certified  as  Marasmus  (26)  show  an  increase  of  eleven  over  the 
year  1906,  when  the  number  certified  from  this  cause  was  15. 

Remaining  Causes. — The  chief  remaining  causes  of  death 


were  ; — 

Premature  Birth  19 

Congenital  Defects 8 

Marasmus,  &c 31 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)  3 

Convulsions  20. 

Overlying  in  Bed  i 


An  analysis  of  the  deaths  at  the  various  ages  is  given  on  page 


28. 
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Inquests. — During-  the  year  the  Coroner  (Mr.  S.  F. 
Butcher)  enquired  into  the  cause  of  death  in  five  instances  (three 
males  and  two  females),  the  ag;-es  of  the  children  being  six  months, 
five  months,  four  months,  two  months,  and  two  days.  The  cause 
of  death  of  four  was  returned  as  “ natural  causes,”  and  in  the 
remaining  case  as  of  “accidental  suffocation.” 

Uncertified  Deaths. — In  four  cases  (two  male  and  two 
female)  the  Coroner  deemed  the  holding  of  an  inquest  unnecessary, 
the  death  in  each  case  having  occurred  as  the  result  of  natural 
causes,  in  three  cases  as  probably  from  convulsions,  and  in  the 
other  probably  from  “ Jaundice.” 

Illegitimacy.  - 4.34%  ot  the  total  births 'were  illegitimate, 
and  of  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  6.08  per  cent,  were 
of  illegitimate  children,  as  compared  with  5.08  per  cent,  in  1906. 
The  Infantile  Mortality  among  legitimate  children  was  133  per 
1,000  births,  whereas  among  illegitimate  infants  it  was  189  per 
1,000  births. 

Occupation  of  Mother.  — Of  the  mothers  of  the  181  fatal 

cases  : — 

56  were  occupied  only  with  home  duties  (30  per  cent.). 

1 13  were  mill-workers  (62  per  cent.). 

12  were  charwomen  or  took  in  washing. 

In  1906  the  percentage  of  mill-workers  was  41,  and  of  home- 
workers 59. 

The  following  table  shows  the  increase  in  the  number  of  the 
mothers  of  fatal  cases  who  are  employed  outside  the  home. 


Mothers  occupied 


Year. 

Deaths.  Infant  Mortality. 

(a)  Outside  home. 

(b)  At  home. 

Doubtful. 

1901 

213  . 

..  166  .. 

60  (28%)  . 

, II7 

..  36 

1 902 

156  . 

128 

41  (26%)  . 

106 

9 

1903  ... 

231  . 

..  174  .. 

76  (33%)  ■ 

• ^35 

20 

1904  ... 

226 

163 

71  (31%)  • 

128 

...  27 

1905  ... 

184 

146 

GO 

• 113 

. . . — ■ 

1 906 

236  . 

..  177  .. 

139  (59%)  ■ 

■ 97 

- — • 

Insurance. — 95 

or  52.4  per  cent  ot  the 

infants 

who  died 

ere  insured. 

as  com 

pared  with 

53  per  cent,  in 

the  year 

1906. 
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Influence  of  Feeding  on  Infant  Mortality. — During-  the 

year  Nurse  Walton  has  obtained  information  as  to  the  method  of 
feeding-  of  1,321  of  the  1,336  infants  born.  Of  these: — 

794  were  breast  fed,  among-  whom  were  1 2 deaths,  i e.,  1.63  per  cent 


324 

,,  bottle  fed  ,,  ,, 

126 

j ) 

38.89 

177 

,,  breast  and  bottle  fed 

19 

) ) 

10.73 

14 

,,  spoon  fed 

8 

> ) 

66.66 

12  died  within  24  hours  of  birth. 


Importance  of  Natural  Feeding.— The  paramount  importance  of 
natural  or  breast  feeding-  is  strikingly  shown  in  the  following 
results  of  enquiry  by  Nurse  Walton.  In  order  to  compare  the 
•relative  advantages  of  Breast  Feeding  over  Artificial  Feeding,  as 
shown  by  the  deaths  in  the  first  12  months  of  life,  a number  of 
children  born  during  the  years  1904,  i90'5,  and  1906  were  especial 
subjects  of  enquiry.  For  purposes  of  comparison,  only  those 
children  who  were  either  wholly  breast-fed  or  entirely  bottle-fed 
during  the  first  six  months  or  longer  (that  is,  of  course,  if  they 
did  not  die  earlier),  are  included  in  the  subjoined  figures;  children 
who  were  spoon-fed  or  fed  partly  by  the  breast  and  partly  by  the 
bottle  are  not  included.  The  figures  are  remarkable  : — Of  3,609 
children  born  in  the  three  years  1904 — 6,  2,dqS  were  entirely 
breast-fed,  i,iii  were  entirely  bottle-fed.  Of  the  2,498  breast- 
fed babies,  71  died  before  reaching  12  months  old,  an  infantile 
mortality  of  24.4  only;  while  of  the  i,iii  bottle-fed  babies,  no 
fewer  than  333  did  not  live  to  reach  one  year  old,  an  infantile 
mortality  of  299.8. 


This  would  show  that  the  death-rate  among  hottJe-fed  hahies 
IS  more  than  ten  times  that  among  infants  fed  on  the  breast. 

The  evils  of  artificial  feeding  are  not,  however,  confined  to  the 
first  12  months  of  life,  but  affect  to  a more  or  less  baneful  extent 
the  survivors  of  this  period.  It  may  be  stated  that  one  of  the 
chief  sources  of  physical  deterioration  in  later  life  (if  not  absolutely 
the  chief  cause)  is  bad  feeding  during  infancy. 


Bury  North  | 

’ 

Bury  South 
Elton  Ward 


DISTRICT  MORTALITY. 


Moorside  Ward. 

East  Ward 

Church  Ward  . 
Redvales  Ward. 


nfantile 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths  per 
1000  Births. 

35  ••• 

327  • 

107 

49  ••• 

287 

..  I7I 

27  ... 

207 

130 

22 

206 

107 

48  ... 

309  • 

••  155 

181 

1336 

135 

Whole  Borough 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTH5  ACT,  1907- 

The  following'  report  was  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee 
at  the  December  meeting  ; — 

Public  Health  Department, 

Parsons  Lane,  Bury, 

December  loth,  1907. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

This  is  an  adoptive  Act  which  provides  that  (i)  “In  any  case 
of  everv  child  born  in  an  area  in  which  this  Act  is  adopted,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  father  of  the  child,  if  he  is  actually 
residing  in  the  house  where  the  birth  takes  place  at  the  time  of 
its  occurrence,  and  of  any  person  in  attendance  upon  the  mother 
at  the  time  of,  or  within  six  hours  after,  the  birth,  to  give  notice 
in  writing  of  the  birth  to  the  medical  officer  of  health  of  the  district 
in  which  the  child  isborn,  in  manner  provided  by  this  section.” 
{2)  ” Notice  under  this  section  shall  be  given  by  posting  a prepaid 
letter  or  postcard  addressed  to  the  medical  officer  of  health  at  his 
office  or  residence,  giving  the  necessary  information  of  the  birth 
within  thirty-six  hours  after  the  birth,  or  by  delivering  a written 
notice  of  the  birth  at  the  office  or  residence  of  the  medical  officer 
within  the  same  time:  and  the  local  Authority  shall  supplv  without 
charge  addressed  and  stamped  postcards  containing  the  form  of 
notice  to  any  medical  practitioner  or  midwife  residing  or  practising 
in  their  area,  who  applies  for  the  same.” 

There  are  penalties  for  failing  to  notify,  also  provision  that 
the  register  of  births  so  notified  shall  be  accessible  to  the  registrar 
of  the  district  in  which  the  birth  has  taken  place. 

The  rest  of  the  Act  is  mainly  concerned  with  the  expenses  of 
the  working  of  the  Act,  and  of  the  procedure  to  be  taken  in 
adopting  the  Act  by  the  local  Authority. 

Local  Need  of  the  Act. — The  need  for  some  such  measure 
in  Bury  will  be  appreciated  in  considering  the  infant  mortality  for 
the  year  1906.  This  was  very  high,  viz.  : — 177  per  1,000  births. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  during  1906,  of  children  under  one 
year  of  age,  was  236;  of  this  number  no  fewer  than  105  died 
before  any  notification  of  the  birth  was  received  at  the  Health 
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Office.  Of  these  105  children  who  died  before  any  steps  could  be 
taken  by  the  Health  Visitor  to  save  them,  21  died  within  48 
hours,  leaving-  84  children  who  could  have  been  visited  before  their 
death  if  the  provisions  of  this  new  Act  had  been  in  force.  It  may 
be  stated,  therefore,  that  the  Early  Notification  of  Births  Act  is  a 
very  desirable  measure  and  one  which  oug-ht  to  be  universally 
adopted. 

Objections  to  the  Act.^ — ^These  seem  to  be  the  following 

(1)  The  separation  of  notification  and  registration  is  likely  to 

cause  confusion  in  the  minds  of  the  poor  people  for 
whom  the  Act  is  mainly  intended. 

(2)  The  penalty  clause  applying  to  medical  men  and  midwives, 

for  failing  to  notify  (without  fee),  will  be  generally 
resented  by  both  classes  as  being  both  unjust  and 
unnecessary. 

(3)  Administrative  Objections  will  be  of  a minor  character, 

as  they  concern  chiefly  the  cost  of  working  the  Act.  At 
the  present  time  the  Female  Sanitary  Inspector  visits 
nearly  every  child  born  in  the  Borough,  but  she  does  so 
by  dividing  the  town  into  districts  and  visiting  a large 
number  in  the  same  district  at  one  and  the  same  time. 
This  would  be  obviously  impossible  if,  after  the  notifica- 
tion of  a birth,  the  Inspector  had  to  visit  a house 
immediately.  The  question  then  of  additional  assistance 
to  this  Inspector,  also  the  increased  cost  of  books, 
registers,  postage,  and  other  clerical  work,  would  have 
to  be  considered  if  the  above  Act  were  adopted. 

Conclusions. — In  spite  of  the  above-mentioned  objections,  I 
earnestly  recommend  the  Health  Committee  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  the  adoption  of  this  Act. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

A.  E.  BRINDLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A resolution  to  adopt  the  Act  was  subsequently  approved  by 
the  Council. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1!MI7  (Whole  District). 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  1907  (Sub-Districts). 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

A.  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1899. 


Number  of  cases 15^ 

Number  of  deaths  23 


The  number  of  cases  notihed  during  1907  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  is  the  smallest  recorded, 
being  197  below  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years.  The 
greatest  reduction  in  cases  notified  is  that  from  Scarlet  Fever,  the 
number  (40)  being  171  below  the  annual  average  for  the  past  ten 
years.  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  show  a reduction  of  19,  and  those 
of  Enteric  Fever  a reduction  of  22  from  the  respective  averages 
for  the  previous  ten  years.  As  compared  with  1906,  Scarlet 
Fever  shows  a reduction  of  50,  Enteric  Fever  a reduction  ol  15, 
and  Erysipelas  a reduction  of  7,  while  Diphtheria  shows  an 
increase  of  9 and  Puerperal  Fever  ol  3 notified  cases.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  from  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  23, 
as  compared  with  20  in  1906,  24  in  1905,  and  28  in  1904.  Noti- 
fication of  Chicken-pox  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year. 

H.  Other  Infectious  Diseases. — 730  notifications  were  received 
from  the  school  authorities  oi  cases  of  suspected  Measles, 
Whooping  enough,  Nx'. , compared  with  1,081  in  1906,  787  in  1905, 
and  1,106  in  1904.  Of  these  730  suspected  infectious  diseases, 
178  were  cases  of  suspected  Measles,  64  of  Mumps,  and  391  of 
Wliooping  Cough.  The  notified  cases  of  Measles  show  a reduc- 
tion of  564,  while  the  notified  cases  of  W^hooping  Cough  show  an 
increase  of  357,  as  compared  with  the  respective  numbers  in  1906. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  Measles  was  ii,  a decrease  of  40, 
and  from  M^hooping  Cough  27,  an  increase  of  21  as  compared 
with  1906.  The  chart  opposite  page  48  illustrates  how  much  more 
serious  the  diseases  Measles  and  M’hooping  Cough  are  than 
Scarlet  Fever.  Not  only  are  the  two  former  diseases  more  serious 
than  the  latter  in  respect  of  the  number  of  deaths,  but  they  inter- 
fere far  more  with  educational  work  in  the  Elementary  Schools. 

Suggested  Compulsory  Notification  of  Measles. — The 
suggestion  that  Measles  should  be  included  in  the  list  of  com- 
pulsory notifiable  diseases  was  considered  at  the  July  meeting  of 
the  Health  Committee.  Although  one  would  welcome  any 
measure  which  would  tend  to  diminish  the  prevalence  of  this 
fatal  disease,  one  could  not,  after  careful  consideration,  recom- 
mend compulsory  notification  to  be  adopted.  The  following  are 
the  main  reasons  against  such  a procedure  : — (a)  Notification  of 
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Measles  has  been  g-iven  up  in  some  towns  as  practically  useless 
after  careful  and  extended  trials,  e.g.,  in  Aberdeen  compulsory 
notification  of  Measles  was  abolished  in  1903  after  22  years’ 
trial,  in  Edinburgh  in  1902  after  22 J years’  trial,  in  Paisley  in  1900 
after  nine  years’  trial,  &’c.  In  Bury,  Measles  was  notifiable  com- 
pulsorily from  1884  until  the  end  of  the  year  1891,  and  I learn  that 
no  practical  good  accrued  from  the  procedure.  (b)  In  towns 
in  which  Measles  is  included  in  the  list  of  diseases  notifiable  under 
the  Notification  Act — e.g. , Dublin,  Birkenhead,  Pontypool — the 
opinion  is  growing  that  the  practical  benehcial  results  are  nil. 
(c)  Further,  the  characteristics  of  the  disease  itself  have  to  be 
considered,  viz.,  that  Measles  is  very  infectious  before  the  appear- 
ance of  the  eruption,  and  the  mischief,  as  regards  further  spread 
of  the  disease,  is  already  done  before  the  earliest  notification  is 
possible.  Also  we  have  to  remember  that  Measles  is  chiefly  fatal 
among  the  children  of  the  poorer  classes,  who  usually  do  not  call 
in  a doctor  for  Measles  except  in  the  event  of  the  occurrence  of 
some  complication,  such  as  Bronchitis  or  Pneumonia. 

Suggestions  for  the  Prevention  of  Measles. — The  most 
promising  administrative  measures  for  the  control  of  Measles  may 
be  summarised  as  follows  — 

A.  Through  Schools.- — (i)  By  school  notification.  (2) 

By  medical  inspection  of  school  children.  (3)  By 
exclusion  from  school  of  suspected  children.  (4) 
School  closure. 

B.  At  Home. — By  visits  of  Health  Visitor  and  education 

of  mothers. 

We  are  inclined  to  expect  much  from  increased  medical 
inspection  of  school  children  in  respect  of  both  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough.  Let  us  hope  that  we  are  not  too  optimistic. 

c'.  Voluntary  Notification  of  Phthisis. — Thirty  cases  of 
Phthisis  were  notified  to  the  Health  Department  in  1907,  and  66 
deaths  were  recorded.  As  yet,  therefore,  voluntary  notifi- 
cation of  this  disease  has  proved  of  somewhat  limited  value. 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  voluntary  notification  the 
yearly  notifications  have  been  as  follows  : — 30  in  1907,  12  in  1906, 
31  in  1905,  44  in  1904,  36  in  1903,  55  in  1902,  and  55  in  190T  (from 
September  of  the  year.  The  deaths  from  Consumption  in  these 
years  numbered  respectively  66  in  1907,  74  in  1906,  73  in  1905, 
97  in  1904,  69  in  1903,  75  in  1902,  and  93  in  1901  (whole  year). 


Table  showing’  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 

from  1885  to  1907. 


DISEASE. 

1885  1886  1887  1888  1889 

1890  1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897  1898 1899  1900  1901 

1 1 

1902,1903  1904 

1 

1905] 1906  1907 

Smallpox 

1 

4 

14 

5 

12 

28 

1 

1 

5 

37 

59 

25 

33| 

l’  .. 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

171 

114 

183 

92 

42 

98 

255 

272 

359 

449 

160 

365 

262 

■148 

236 

432 

179 

156 

156 

261 

1971 

90  40 

Diphtheria  

6 

2 

8 

7 

20 

22 

34 

36 

34 

42 

32 

27 

23 

i 22 

40 

14 

76 

177 

98 

68 

52 1 

32:  41 

Membran’usCroupt 

, , 

. . 

, , 

.. 

4 

; 2 

5 

4 

2 

5 

9 

5 

3! 

3 7 

Enteric  Fever .... 

30 

19 

17 

21 

18 

36 

88 

41 

76 

76 

70 

41 

59 

56 

45 

40 

47 

33 

37 

22 

33! 

33  18 

Continued  Fever. 

7 

2 

1 

1 

9 

30 

8 

8 

13 

15 

12 

11 

9 

5 

2 

1 

3 

3(  1 

Typhus  Fever. . . . 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2 

10 

1 1 

Cholera 

• 

( 

. 1 

Puerperal  Fever.. 

2 

5 

3 

4 

13 

4 

2 

5 

6 

8 

15 

7 

11 

2 

11 

4 

11  14 

Measles? 

1 

26 

78 

499 

22 

27 

360 

.. 

j 

MTiooping  Cought 

15 

19 

179 

63 

45 

1 

Erysipelas! 

.. 

.. 

! . . 

34 

15 

20 

20 

10 

46, 

42  35 

Chickenpox  * .... 

79 

j 

Totals. 

217 

168 

315 

644 

283 

248 

788 

354 

494 

648 

274 

444 

366 

250 

346 

555 

335 

444 

383 

403 

450i 

215  156 

INot  notifiable  after  1891.  tMade  notifiable  on  June  26th,  1897.  IMade  notifiable  on  January  1st,  1900. 

* Made  notifiable  for  six  months  from  April  3rd,  1905. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1907. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Smallpox  

Cholera  ... 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas  

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Eelapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever  .... 

Puerperal  Fever 

Plague  


Totals. 


Cases  notified  in  whole  District. 


At  Ages — Years. 


At  all 
Ages 

1 

1 

Under 

1 

I—* 

O 

cn 

5 to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
65 

48 

2 24 

16 

1 

* ' 

5 

35 

2 

5 

3 

22 

40 

1 12 

24 

3 

1 

is 

i 

’3 

’8 

'7  ' 

1 

1 

14 

• • 

4 

io 

156  1 

3 38 

CO 

20 

44  ' 

Total  Cases 
notified  in  each 
locality. 

Registration  Sub- 
District. 

No.  of  Cases 
Removed 
to  Hospital  from 
each  locality. 

Total 

Cases 

Remov’d 

to 

3 

0 

c 

Hospit’l 

12; 

c 

m. 

, 0 

1 , 

w 

11 

9 

28 

••  i ••  1 

! 

7 5 

16 

28 

17 

12 

6 

24 

14 

2 

17  ‘ 7 

i . 

25 

'6 

’9 

‘3 

3 ’8 

‘3 

14 

‘i 

■■ 

i 

'i 

5 

3 

•• 

6 

3 : .. 

2 

5 

64 

47 

45 

31  ■ 20 

22 

73 

Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Reported  in  each 

Month  of  the  Year. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Membran- 
ous Croup 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erj'sip- 

elas. 

Smallpox. 

January 

6 

• • . 

1 

1 

• • • 

. • • 

5 

• • • 

P^ebruary  

2 

3 

3 

1 

. . . 

4 

2 

March  

6 

4 

1 

1 

• • 

• • 

2 

. 

April  

1 

4 

. . . 

2 

. . . 

4 

May 

5 

5 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

3 

. . . 

June 

2 

. . 

1 

. • 

. • 

1 

. . . 

July 

1 

3 

. . . 

• ... 

2 

5 

August 

2 

2 

• • • 

2 

2 

• • « 

September  ... 

2 

3 

. - . 

3 

. . . 

4 

• • * 

October  

4 

2 

1 

2 

. . . 

' • 

3 

• t • 

November  ... 

4 

2 

• • • 

4 

. . 

1 

1 

• < • 

December  ... 

5 

13 

4 

1 

3 

3 

. . . 

Totals 

40 

41 

7 

18 

1 

14 

35 

33 


Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  each 

Quarter  of  the  Year  1907. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Membran- 
ous Croup. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysip- 

elas. 

Smallpox. 

QUARTER. 

1st  

14 

7 

5 

3 

4 

9 

2nd  

8 

9 

1 

2 

• • • 

2 

8 

• • • 

3rd  

5 

8 

• • • 

3 

• • # 

4 

11 

• • • 

4th  

13 

17 

1 

10 

1 

4 

7 

Totals 

40 

41 

7 

18 

1 

14 

35 

• • • 

Ward  Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1907. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Membran- 
ous Croup. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysip- 

elas. 

Smallpox. 

Moorside  .... 

13 

5 

2 

• • • 

2 

8 

East 

11 

3 

3 

4 

1 

3 

9 

Church 

5 

... 

... 

3 

• • • 

1 

7 

Redvales 

9 

7 

2 

6 

• • • 

2 

5 

Elton  

2 

26 

2 

3 

6 

6 

Totals 

40 

41 

7 

18 

1 

14 

35 

. . , 

Cases  Removed  to  the  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital  from 

THE  various  W'^ARDS. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Membran- 
ous Croup 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysip- 

elas. 

Smallpox. 

Moorside 

12 

2 

1 

1 

East  

5 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Church  

2 

... 

3 

... 

« • • 

Redvales 

5 

4 

1 

5 

• • • 

Elton  

1 

14 

2 

3 

• • • 

2 

Totals 

25 

22 

6 

14 

1 

5 

• • 

c 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 


Number  of  cases  notified 40 

Number  of  deaths i 


The  number  of  notified  cases  shows  a reduction  of  50  as 
compared  with  the  number  notified  (90)  in  igo6,  and  a reduction 
of  157  compared  with  the  number  notified  in  1905. 


The  death  recorded  occurred  in  an  infant  six  months  old  in 
East  Ward. 


Quarterly  Incidence. 

ist  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter 

Notifications  14  8 5 13 

Deaths i — — — 


Ward  Distribution. 

Moorside  East  Church  Redvales  Elton 

Notifications  ...  13  ii  5 9 2 

Deaths  — i — — — 


Age  Distribution. 


I he  youngest  case  notified  was  six  months  old,  and  the  oldest 
22  years. 

Under  Over  All 

I.  I to  5.  S to  15.  15  to  25.  25  to  5.  63.  Ages 

Notifications 1 ...  12  ...  24  ...  3 ...  • — ...  — ...  40 

Deaths 1 ...  — ...  — ...  — ...  — ...  — ...  i 


School  Closure. — ^No  schools  were  closed  during  1907  on 
account  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Houses  Infected. — Thirty-eight  o-f  the  40  cases  were  removed 

from  33  houses. 

In  29  instances  only  one  case  occurred  in  the  infected  house. 
In  3 instances  two  ,,  ,,  ,, 

In  1 instance  three  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Two  cases  were  admitted  from  the  Bury  Infirmary. 

Admissions  to  Hospital.— Twenty-five  of  the  notified  cases, 
or  62.5  per  cent.,  were  removed  to  the  Florence  Nightingale 
Hospital.  One  of  the  cases  removed  from  the  Bury  Infirmary  was 
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a girl  of  4 years  of  age  suffering  from  a rather  extensive  scald 
of  chest  and  upper  arm ; the  other  case  was  one  of  the  nursing 
staff. 

Type  of  Case.— The  disease  was  generally  of  a mild  type, 
with  a few  exceptions.  One  case  notified  was  previously  notified 
in  1906  as  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  while  another  case  of 
undoubted  Scarlet  Fever  developed  a second  attack  during  con- 
valescence from  the  first  seizure. 

Return  Case. — One  case  occurred  which  must  be  placed 
under  this  heading  : — 

E.  T. , after  being  in  hospital  for  eight  weeks,  without  com- 
plications and  nursed  in  a private  ward,  was  discharged 
on  August  5th,  and  went  to  the  seaside  for  a week. 
A brother,  J.  T. , was  notified  as  suffering  from  Scarlet 
Fever  on  August  22nd. 

Of  the  cases  treated  at  home  no  late  second  infections  occurred 
after  cessation  of  isolation  of  the  primary  case. 

The  following  table  shows  that  with  increase  in  the  number 
of  children  in  the  houses,  the  proportion  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
sent  to  hospital  increases  as  compared  with  those  treated  at  home. 
Hence  there  is,  for  this  reason  alone,  less  likelihood  of  “ return  ” 
cases  occurring  from  home-treated  children. 

Notified  Cases,  1907. 


Treated  at  Home  Treated  in  Hospital 


From  Families  with  Number 

Per  cent. 

Number 

Per  cent. 

One  child  

5 ••• 

100 





Two  children  

7 ••• 

...  53.8  ., 

46.  I 

Three  children  

I 

II. I 

8 . 

88.8 

Four  children  

I 

4 • 

80. 0 

Five  children..., 

I 

•••  33-3  • 

2 

Six  children 

— 

. . . — 

2 

I 00 . 0 

Seven  children  

— 

— 

I 

100.0 

From  Public  Institutions 

— 



2 

100.0 

In  each  of  the  above  instances,  where  there  were  four  children 
and  five  children  respectively  in  the  family  and  the  patient  nursed 
at  home,  the  house  was  a very  large  one. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Cases  notified  

Deaths 5 

^Notifications  of  i8  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  received  at 
the  Health  Oflftbe  during-  the  year,  as  compared  with  33  cases  in 
the  preceding-  year.  The  following  are  the  numbers  of  cases 
which  have  been  notified  during  the  last  seven  years 

1901  1902  1903  1904  19^5  1906  1 9®  7 

47  •••  33  •••  37  •••  22  ...  33  ...  33  ...  18 

Of  the  18  cases  14  were  removed  to  the  Florence  Nightingale 
Hospital.  There  were  five  deaths,  two  of  which  occurred  in  the 
Hospital,  two  at  home,  and  one  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary. 

The  monthly  incidence  was  as  follows  : — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apl.  May.  June.  July.  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 

^Notifications. . . ii  12000  0 3244  18 

Deaths  — i — — — — — — i 3 — — 5 

Age  Distribution  : — 

Ages — Under  i.  i to  5.  5 to  15.  15  to  25.  25  to  65.  Over  65.  Total 

Notifications  — — 38  7 — 18 

Deaths — — — 2 3 — 5 

Ward  Distribution  : — 

jMoorsidc  East  Church  Redvales  Elton  Total 

Notifications  2 ...  4 ...  3 ...  6 ...  3 ...  18 

Deaths  — ...  3 ...  — ...  2 ...  • — ...  5 

Sex  Incidence. — Of  the  notified  cases  10  were  males,  and 
eight  females,  and  of  the  fatal  cases  two  were  males  and  three 
females. 

Sanitary  Condiiion  of  Infected  Property. — ^The  general 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  dwellings  and  surroundings  of  17  cases 
are  summarised  in  the  tables  on  pages  ? and  ?.  the  fatal  case 
which  occurred  at  the  Workhouse  Infirmary  not  being  included. 
From  these  it  will  be^seen  that  of  the  16  houses  infected, 

10  were  provided  with  privy  middens, 

1 with  a pail  closet, 

4 with  waste-water  closets,  and 
1 with  a fresh-water  closet. 
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Bacteriological  Tests. — ^Specimens  of  blood  of  i6  cases  of 
suspected  Typhoid  Fever  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, Manchester,  with  the  following  results  — - 
3 gave  positive  results  to  Widal’s  test, 

12  gave  negative  results,  and 
T gave  an  indefinite  result. 

Water  Siupply. — In  all  cases  the  water  supply  was  directly 
from  the  public  service,  and  in  no  case  was  there  any  evidence 
of  pollution. 

Milk  Supply. — Infected  milk  was  considered  tO'  be  the  source 
of  the  disease  in  three  instances  (cases  6,  7,  and  8 in  the  subjoined 
table)  while  the  patients  were  on  a visit  to  a seaside  resort.  The 
milk  was  purchased  at  the  roadside  some  miles  away  from  the 
latter  place.  Five  of  the  party  partook  of  the  milk,  and  all 
became  more  or  less  ill,  three  developing  Enteric  Fever  of  a 
severe  type  (two  fatal). 

Shellfish. ^ — In  one  case  there  was  a history  of  shellfish 
having  been  eaten  before  the  onset  of  the  disease. 

Houses. — ^One  case  occurred  in  a back-to-back  house,  twelve 
of  the  infected  houses  were  old,  three  of  them  new,  and  one 
moderately  new. 

Sewer  and  Drain  Openings. — ^In  three  instances  there  were 
sewer  gratings  in  close  proximity  to  the  doors  of  the  dwelling- 
houses,  and  in  two  other  instances  there  were  large  untrapped 
street  grids  near  the  infected  houses.  The  drains  were  found 
defective  in  three  instances. 

Preventive  Measures. — These,  for  some  years  now,  have 
consisted  generally  in  (i)  Isolation  (a)  at  home,  or  (b)  in  hospital, 
(ii.)  Disinfection  or  destruction  of  stools.  In  the  ease  of  patients 
treated  at  home,  special  pails  are  supplied  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment for  the  reception  of  the  exereta  of  patients.  The  pails  are 
removed  frequently,  and  their  eontents  burnt  at  the  destructor, 
(iii.)  Thorough  disinfection  of  house,  bedding,  c^x.  (iv.)  Disin- 
fection of  sanitary  conveniences  attached  to  the  infected  houses, 
(v.)  Examination  of  drains,  and  defects,  if  any,  remedied,  (vi.) 
Conversion  of  midden  ashpits,  where  these  exist  in  connection  with 
infected  houses,  to  the  water-carriage  system.  The  last  remedy 
is,  in  my  opinion,  a most  important  one  in  the  prevention  of  the 
future  spread  of  the  disease. 
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CASES  OF  ENTERIC  FEVER-Continued 
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CONTINUED  FEVER. 

One  case  was  notified  as  Continued  Fever  during  the  year, 
and  was  removed  to  the  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital,  where 
the  patient  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Pleurisy  with  effusion. 
The  patient,  a male  aged  24  years,  made  a good  recovery. 

Particulars  of  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  in  which  the 
case  occurred  : — 

Rent  4s.  6d.  per  week ; no  other  cases  in  the  vicinity ; house 
has  waste-w’ater  closet  and  ashbin,  cleared  weekly;  drains  and 
gullies  good  so  far  as  visible ; street  unpaved. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Fourteen  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  have  been  notified  during 
the  year,  with  six  deaths,  as  compared  with  eleven  cases  and 
four  deaths  in  1906.  Five  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Florence  Nightingale  Hospital,  and  one  died. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 


Number  of  cases  notified  48 

Number  of  deaths  10 


Forty-one  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  seven  cases  of  Membranous 
Croup  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  a total  of  48  cases,  as 
compared  wdth  35  in  1906,  53  in  1905,  73  in  1904,  107  in  1903, 
and  182  in  1902. 

Ten  deaths  have  been  recorded,  representing  a mortality  rate 
ot  0.17  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  six  deaths 
and  a mortality  rate  of  o.  T02  per  1,000  in  the  preceding  year. 

Of  the  41  cases  of  Diphtheria,  22  weim  removed  to  the 
Morence  Nightingale  Hospital,  as  were  also  six  of  the  cases  of 
Membranous  Croup,  which,  on  admission,  proved  to  be  cases  of 
true  Diphtheria.  The  admissions  to  Hospital  therefore  constitute 
58.33  per  cent,  of  all  the  notified  cases,  as  compared  with  37.14 

per  cent,  in  1906,  43.6  per  cent,  in  1905,  and  39.7  per  cent,  in 
T904. 
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The  increased  number  of  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria,  as 
compared  with  the  number  in  1906,  is  attributable  to  an  outbreak 
of  the  disease  in  the  Elton  Ward  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  the 
other  four  wards  of  the  Borough  the  notified  cases  show  a reduc- 
tion as  compared  with  1906,  but  Elton,  which  had  only  five  cases 
of  Diphtheria  notified  in  1906,  had  28  cases  in  1907,  All  of  the 
13  cases  notified  in  the  Borough  in  December,  1907,  belonged  to 
Elton  Ward. 

Of  the  28  cases  admitted  to  Hospital,  seven,  or  25  per  cent., 
died  ; of  those  treated  at  home  three,  or  15  per  cent.,  died. 

Monthly  Incidence. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  April.  May.  Jnne.  July.  Aug-.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total. 

16545451  332  13  48 

Quarterly  Incidence. 

ist  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter.  Total. 


Cases 12  ...  10  ...  8 ...  i8  ...  48 

Deaths  4 ...  i ...  o ...  5 ...  10 


Ward  Distribution. 

Moorside.  East.  Church.  Redvales.  Elton.  Total. 

Cases  5 ...  6 ...  o . ..  9 ...  28  ...  48 

Deaths  — ...  i ...  — ...  — ...  9 ...  10 


Removed  to  hospital  2 ...  5 ...  — ...  5 ...  16  ...  28 

Notifications  and  Deaths  at  Different  Ages. 

Under 


All  Agfes.  I year  i to  5 5 to  15  15  to  25  25  to  65  Total 

Cases 2 ...  24  ...  16  ...  I ...  5 ...  48 

Deaths  i ...  5 ...  4 ...  — ...  — ...  10 


Antitoxin.- — ^Thirty-six  phials  of  Antitoxin  were  supplied  to 
the  medical  men  of  the  district  at  a nominal  rate  for  patients 
suffering  from  Diphtheria  within  the  Borough.  In  the  previous 
year,  with  35  cases  of  the  disease,  24  phials  were  supplied  ; while 
in  1905,  with  55  cases,  40  phials  were  supplied.  The  proportion 
in  1904  was  much  lower,  only  25  phials  having  been  supplied,  while 
68  cases  were  notified. 

In  the  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital  the  use  of  Antitoxin  is 
almost  a matter  of  routine ; it  is  used  early,  and  repeated  when 
necessary. 
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Case  Mortality  in 


1904- 

1905- 

1906. 

1907 

3.70  ... 

4-17 

7*  7 

25.0 

19.36 

12.9 

. . . 

22.5 

— 

15.0 

Hospital  cases  

Home  treated  cases... 

Bacteriological  Examinations. — Twenty-five  swabs  from 
doubtful  cases  were  sent  for  bacteriologfical  examination  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  with  the  following-  results  : 
5 gave  positive  results  for  Diphtheria  bacilli. 

20  gave  negative  results. 

ERY5IPELA5. 

Number  of  cases 35 

Number  of  deaths i 


During  the  year  35  cases  of  Erysipelas  have  been  notified, 
and  there  has  been  one  death.  This  corresponds  to  a death-rate 
of  0.0 1 and  a case  mortality  of  2.8  oer  cent.  None  were  removed 
to  the  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital. 


Notifications 
Deaths 


W'ard  Distribution. 

Moorade.  East.  Church.  Redvalts.  Elton. 

...  N — 9 — “...  3 — b. 


Total 


35 


Notifications 
Deaths 


Quarterly  Incidence. 

I St.  2nd.  5rd. 

Q ...  8 ...  10 

I ...  — ...  


ith. 

8 


Total. 


35 


U nder 

Notifications...  — 
Deaths — 


.\ge  Incidence. 

I to  5 
■y 


S to  15  15  to  25  25  to  65  65  upwards  Total 

r ■2  o -> 


O 


I 


Sex. — As  last  vear  the  incidence  of  the  disease  was  ereatest 
upon  females,  26  females  and  nine  males  being  attacked. 

The  regions  of  the  body  affected  were  as  follows  : — 

Face 30  cases, 

Face  and  back i case, 

Eyes I ,, 

Legs 3 cases. 
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Most  of  the  cases  occurred  secondarily  to  some  neglected 
injury,  as  a cut,  scratch,  or  bruise. 

On  notification  of  the  disease  tO'  the  Health  Department,  a 
thorough  inspection  of  the  premises  is  made,  this  frequently  bring- 
ing to  notice  sanitary  defects  which  otherwise  would  have  escaped 
observation.  In  many  cases,  during  1907,  the  patients  were 
resident  in  dirty  or  unwholesome  houses,  one  being  of  the  back-to- 
back  type. 


SMALLPOX. 


Number  of  cases  o 

Number  of  deaths  o 


No  case  of  smallpox  occurred  during  the  year,  the  last  case 
notified  in  the  Borough  was  on  February  3rd,  1906. 

SriALLPOX  AND  VACCINATION. 

Return  showing  the  number  of  births,  deaths  (under  one  year) 
vaccinations,  conscientious  objections,  and  the  number  unvac- 
cinated for  the  year  ending  August  31st,  1907  : — 

Borough  of  Bury. 


Bury 

North 

Bury 

South 

Elton 

Totals. 

Births 

640 

...  417 

•••  313 

...  1370 

V accinated 

353 

...  218 

...  I5I 

722 

Insusceptible  of  Vaccination 

— 

. . . 

— 

— 

Conscientious  obj’ct’n  certificates 

179 

...  82 

...  80 

...  341 

Dead,  Un vaccinated  

64 

•••  45 

•••  34 

...  143 

Postponed  by  medical  certificate 

17 

I 

...  6 

...  24 

Removals  to  districts  known 

8 

5 

0 

13 

Removals  to  districts  unknown  ... 

8 

...  41 

3 

52 

Unaccounted  for 

1 1 

...  25 

•••  39 

75 

Table  showing  percentage  of  Vaccination,  and  also  comparison 


with  the  years  1906 

» 1905 

, 1904, 

. i9<^3> 

1902, 

1901, 

and  : 

1900 

1906 

Year  ending’  August  31st, 

1907 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

Number  of  births  

U370 

1,278 

1,308 

o^ 

GO 

1,287 

1,272 

1,302 

U450 

Vaccinnated  

5270 

59'3i 

68' 1 2 

64*40 

57 '34 

66*74 

49‘23 

4965 

Con.  objection  cert’s... 

24*89 

1 6*66 

10*63 

10.09 

10*10 

io'6i 

18  27 

15*20 

Unaccounted  for 

5'47 

5*48 

3*21 

7*67 

12*72 

7 ’47 

15*82 

19*79 
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SCHOOLS  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1907. 


During'  the  year  730  notifications  were  received  at  the  Health 
Office  from  the  Headmasters  and  Mistresses  of  the  various  Schools 
within  the  Boroug'h,  of  the  existence  of  Infectious  or  Contag'ious 
Diseases  among'  scholars  attending'  their  schools.  Of  this  number 
578  were  certified  as  suffering  from  one  or  other  of  the  under- 


mentioned ailments  ; — 

Whooping  Cough  303 

Measles  145 

Chickenpox 65 

Mumps 45 

Eczema 6 

Scarlet  Fever 4 

Diphtheria  3 

Bronchitis 2 

Catarrh 2 

Ringworm 2 

Impetigo I 


The  number  of  notifications  received  from  the  various  schools 
during  the  years  1903,  1904,  1905,  and  1906,  were  1,364,  1,106, 
787,  and  1,081  respectively. 


The  following  are  the  schools  from  which  notifications  were 
received  in  the  order  of  number  of  the  notifications  — 


St.  Thomas’s  School. 

All  Saints’  School. 
Brunswick  School. 

St.  Paul’s  (Huntley)  School. 
Chesham  British  School. 
vSt.  John’s  School. 

Holy  Trinity  School. 

Parish  Church  School. 

St.  Joseph’s  School. 


Wood  Street  School. 

St.  Mark’s  School. 
Christian  Church  School. 
Parkhills  School. 

St.  Paul’s  (Bell)  School. 
Heywood  Street  School. 
vSt.  Chad’s  School. 
Walmersley  School. 
Pits-o’th’-Moor  School. 


Wkoolfold  Weslevan  School. 
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SCHOOL  CLOSURE. 

Owing-  to  the  prevalence  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
during  the  earlier  months  of  the  year,  it  was  found  advisable  to 
close  the  Infants’  Department  of  four  schools,  with  a view  of 
checking  the  spread  of  the  diseases.  With  one  exception,  in  the 
case  of  the  Guardian  Angels’  School,  which  had  to  be  closed  for 
a further  period  owing  to  the  continued  prevalence  of  Whooping 
Cough,  the  hrst  period  of  closure  appeared  to  have  the  desired 
effect  in  controlling  or  checking  the  outbreak. 

A further  outbreak  of  Measles  occurred  during  September 
amongst  the  scholars  attending  the  Infants’  Department  of  St. 
Paul’s  (Huntley)  School,  which  was  closed  for  a period  of  nearly 
three  weeks.  The  closure  in  this  case  had  the  desired  effect,  as  no 
further  case  was  reported  from  this  school  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  schools  closed  : — 

Guardian  Angels’  School. — The  Infants’  Department  of 
this  school  was  closed  on  March  i8th  until  March  28th  (the 
commencement  of  the  Easter  Holidays)  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Mumps  amongst  the  scholars ; 
out  of  a total  of  91  scholars  on  the  books,  only  43  were  present 
on  March  i8th,  and  of  this  number  several  were  found,  on 
examination,  to  be  suffering  from  either  Whooping  Cough  or 
Mumps,  and  were  accordingly  sent  home.  Further  closure  of  this 
Department  of  the  School  was  advised  on  i\pril  15th,  for  a period 
ol  three  weeks,  owing  to  the  continued  prevalence  of  Whooping- 
Cough  amongst"  the  scholars,  only  48  scholars  having  presented 
themselves  at  school.  Seven  of  the  absentees  were  suffering  from 
Whooping  Cough  of  a very  severe  type,  while  the  majority  of  the 
absentees  were  either  suffering  from,  or  had  Whooping  Cough  in 
the  house. 

Holy  Trinity  School.- — Closure  was  applied  to  the  Infants’ 
Department  of  this  school  from  May  i6th  until  June  3rd,  owing 
to  the  prevalence  of  Measles  amongst  the  scholars.  The  attend- 
ance had  fallen  to  74,  out  of  a total  of  130  on  the  books,  with  an 
average  daily  attendance  of  no;  the  majority  of  the  absentees 
were  verified  as  suffering  from  Measles. 
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St.  Thomas’s  School. — The  Infants’  Department  of  this  school 
was  closed’' on  May  17th  until  June  3rd,  owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  amongst  the  scholars.  On 
enquiry  at  the  school  it  was  found  that  out  of  a total  number  of 
182  on  the  books,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  140,  only 
107  were  present.  The  majority  of  absentees  were  either  suffering 
from  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough,  or  lived  in  infected  houses. 

St.  Paul’s  (Huntley)  School. — The  Infants’  Department  of 
this  school  was  closed  from  September  25th  until  the  14th  of 
October,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Measles  amongst  the  scholars. 
On  visiting  the  school  during  the  afternoon  of  September  25th  I 
found  that,  out  of  a total  of  91  on  the  books,  with  an  average  daily 
attendance  of  over  70,  39  scholars  were  absent,  and  of  those 
present  1 found  several  to  be  suffering  from  Catarrh.  Twenty  of 
the  absentees  were  verified  as  suffering  from  Measles. 

DISINFECTION. 

In  each  case  after  the  closure  of  a school  the  walls,  desks, 
lloors,  Nc.,  have  been  sprayed  with  a solution  of  either  formalin 
or  “ Chloros,”  the  rooms  afterwards  being  fumigated  with  sul- 
phur, special  attention  being  paid  to  the  books,  Nc.,  used  by  the 
scholars. 

Owing  to  several  cases  of  Diphtheria  having  occurred 
amongst  scholars  attending  schools  in  the  Elton  district  during 
the  last  few  weeks  of  the  year,  disinfection  of  the  schools  was 
carried  out  when  the  schools  were  closed  for  the  Christmas 
holidays. 

MEASLES. 

Number  of  cases  notified  by  School  Authorities  145 

Number  of  deaths ii 

An  outbreak  of  Measles  which  commenced  during  the  early 
months  of  1907  continued  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  A 
smaller  and  more  localised  outbreak  also  occurred  during  the 
months  of  September  and  October.  Eleven  deaths  were  recorded, 
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equal  to  a rate  of  o.i8  per  i,ooo  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  51  deaths  and  a rate  of  0.87  per  1,000  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  mortality  rate  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  (0.36) 
for  England  and  Wales,  and  is  0.25  per  1,000  below  the  rate  (0.43) 
for  the  76  great  towns  of  England  and  Wales. 

Ward  Distribution  of  Fatal  Cases. 

jVIoorside.  East.  Ohurcli  Redvales.  Elton.  Total. 

— 6 2 2 I II 


Monthly 

Record  of 

Deaths. 

Feb.  Mar. 

Apl.  May.  June. 

July.  Aug. 

Sep.  Oct.  Nov. 

Dec.  Total 

I 

233 



2 — 

II 

Age 

Distribution. 

Under  i. 

T to  5. 

S to  15. 

Over  15  years. 

Total. 

^ 

8 

— 



I I 

School  Closure. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  School  Closure  was  applied 
to  the  Infants’  Department  of  three  Schools.  During  the  smaller 
and  more  localised  outbreak  which  occurred  during  September 
and  October,  the  Infants’  Department  of  one  school  was  closed. 

List  of  Schools  Closed. — (i)  Guardian  Angels’  Infants’ 
Department,  from  March  i8th  until  March  28th  (the  commence- 
luent  of  the  Easter  holidays);  (2)  Holy  Trinity,  Infants’  Depart- 
ment, from  May  i6th  until  June  3rd;  (3)  St.  Thomas’s  Infants’ 
Department,  from  May  17th  until  June  3rd;  (4)  St.  Paul’s  (Hunt- 
ley)  Infants’  Department,  from  September  25th  until  the  14th  of 
October. 

Precautionary  Measures. — ^The  following  precautionary 
measures  are  adopted  in  dealing  with  the  outbreaks  of  Measles  : — 

(i.)  Notification  of  the  disease  by  School  Teachers  on  printed 
forms  supplied  by  the  Health  Department.— 145  cases  of  Measles 
were  thus  notified  during  the  year. 

(ii.)  Each  case  was  visited,  where  possible,  by  the  Health 
Visitor,  who  left  handbills,  and  gave  advice  as  to  the  precautions 
to  be  used. 
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(iii.)  Closure  of  Schools,  chiefly  the  Inlants’  Departments, 
affected  by  the  disease.  A request  is  made  also  to  the  Sunday 
School  Authorities  to  have  this  portion  of  the  School  closed  during 
the  period  of  closure  of  the  Day  School. 

(iv.)  Disinfection  of  houses  aftected,  by  means  of  formalin 
spray,  &c. , where  consent  could  be  obtained. 

(v.)  Thorough  disinfection  of  aftected  Schools,  with  special 
attention  to  books,  desks,  &c. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  shown  rather  a greater 
tendency  on  the  part  of  mothers  to  treat  Measles  as  a more  serious 
disease,  and  not  such  a trifling  ailment,  as  in  former  years, 
when  the  affected  child  was  not  even,  in  many  cases,  put  to  bed, 
until  some  such  severe  complication  as  bronchitis  or  pneumonia  set 
in  and  rendered  the  patient  very  dangerously  ill. 

Table,  showing  the  deaths  from  epidemic  diseases  in  Bury 
among  children  under  15  years  of  age,  during  the  last  year  and 
the  ten  preceding  years  : — 


Deaths  among  Children  under  15  Years  of  Age  in  Bury. 


Disease. 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Average, 
10  years. 

1907 

Measles  

32 

18 

5 

25 

7 

16 

25 

27 

6 

51 

21-2 

11 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

7 

25 

2 

34 

— 

10 

7 

42 

1 

6 

13-4 

27 

Diphtheria 

6 

7 

9 

8 

12 

34 

25 

7 

5 

6 

11-9 

10 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

16 

9 

5 

6 

3 

5 

7 

9 

3 

2 

6-5 

1 

“Fever” 

2 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1-6 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

0-1 

-- 

Diarrhoea  

84 

75 

92 

39 

55 

10 

44 

42 

38 

46 

52-5 

10 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Number  of  cases  notified  through  School  Authorities...  303 
Number  of  deaths 27 

During  the  year  there  were  27  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough, 
which  is  equivalent  to  a rate  of  0.46  per  1,000,  as  compared  with 
a mortality  rate  of  0.29  for  England  and  Wales  and  a rate  of  0.35 
per  1,000'  for  the  76  great  towns  of  England  and  Wales.  In  the 
preceding  year  the  mortality  rate  from  Whooping  Cough  was  only 
o.  10  per  1,000. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  during  the  last  Ten  Years. 

1897.  1898.  1899.  1900.  1901.  1902.  1903.  1904.  1905.  1906.  Average.  1907. 

7 25  2 34  o 10  7 42  I 6 13*4  27 

Sex  and  Age  Distribution — 

Under  i.  i to  5.  5 to  1,5.  Over  15  years.  All  ages. 

Males 7 9 — — 16 

Females  ...  5 1 5 i — ii 

Ward  Distribution 

Moorside... 

East 

Church  ...  . 

Redvales  ... 

Elton  


Quarter 

LY  Incidence — 

ist  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Whole  Year. 

5 ••• 

•••  II  7 

4 

....  27 

School  Closure. — During  the  past  year  only  one  school 
(Guardian  Angels’  Infants’  Department)  has  had  to  be  closed  on 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough,  but  one  other  had 
to  be  closed  on  account  of  the  large  combined  number  of  cases 
of  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough  among  the  scholars,  viz.  : St. 
Thomas’s  Infants’  Department. 


10 

5 

6 

4 

2 


D 
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Monthly  Incidence — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  April.  May.  June.  July.  Aug-.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total. 

21  272223  2202  27 

The  chief  noteworthy  fact  shown  in  the  monthly  incidence  of 
the  disease  is  the  comparatively  large  number  of  deaths  during" 
the  summer  months  ; the  average  number  of  deaths  per  month  for 
the  five  warmer  months,  May  to  September,  being  2.20,  while  the 
average  for  the  seven  colder  months,  January  to  April  and  October 
to  December,  was  only  a fraction  higher,  viz.,  2.28  per  month. 
Doubtless  the  wet  and  cold  summer  accounted  for  this. 

Handbills.- — Handbills,  of  which  the  following  is  the  text, 
were  extensively  distributed  : — 

County  Borough  of  Bury. — ^Public  Health  Department. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Whooping  Cough  is  a very  serious  disease  and  is  especially 
fatal  in  children  under  the  age  of  five  years.  During  the  year 
1900  Whooping  Cough  caused  over  six  times  the  number  of  deaths 
that  resulted  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping  begins  like  a common  cold  or  chest  cough,  which 
lasts  a week  or  more,  then  fits  of  coughing  set  in,  each  of  these 
finishing  with  a long  drawn  “whoop.”  These  fits  are  usually 
worse  at  nights,  and  are  more  liable  to  occur  if  the  child  be  startled 
or  agitated.  Vomiting  commonly  occurs  at  the  end  of  a fit. 
Bleeding  at  the  nose  and  bloodshot  eyes  may  result.  The  disease 
usually  lasts  two  months  or  more.  Babies  and  young  children 
take  Whooping  Cough  most  readily ; the  disease  often  follows 
Measles. 

Whooping  Cough  is  very  infectioris,  being  readily  conveyed 
from  one  child  to  another.  Articles  of  clothing  and  domestic 
animals  may  also  convey  the  infection. 

Precautions. — ^The  patient  should  be  isolated  and  kept  warm 
in  a room  at  an  even  temperature.  If  the  patient  cannot  be 
isolated  it  is  desirable  that  other  children  in  the  same  household 
be  sent  away,  more  particularly  those  under  the  age  of  seven  years. 


If  a doctor  be  called  in  early  the  disease  can  often  be  “ cut  short  ” 
or  the  cough  modified  to  a great  extent.  Discharges  from  the 
nose  and  eyes  should  be  received  on  small  pieces  of  clean  linen 
rag,  which  should  be  immediately  burnt.  A damp  cloth  rung 
out  of  disinfectant  solution  should  be  used  to  cleanse  any  surface 
on  which  the  discharges  (vomit,  &c.)  have  come  into  contact. 

The  patient  should  not  attend  School  until  all  cough  has  dis- 
appeared, a period  usually  of  at  least  eight  weeks.  Children  from 
the  house  in  which  there  is  a patient  suffering  from  Whooping 
Cough  should  on  no  account  attend  either  day  or  Sunday  school  for 
at  least  three  weeks  after  isolation  of  the  sufferer. 

Mothers  with  children  in  arms  should  not  visit  houses  in 
which  Whooping  Cough  is  known  tO'  exist,  and  should  use  every 
endeavour  to  prevent  young  children  from  going  near  such  houses. 

Disinfectants  can  be  obtained  on  application  at  the  Health 
Department,  Parsons  Lane,  and  at  the  Gas  Works,  Elton.  Disin- 
fection of  rooms,  clothing,  tkc.,  will  be  undertaken  by  the  Health 
Department,  free  of  charge. 

A.  E.  BRINDLEY,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


■ — ♦ — 

INFLUENZA. 

Ten  deaths  were  attributed  to  Influenza  during  1907.  This 
represents  a mortality  rate  of  0.17  per  1,000,  as  compared  with 

seven  deaths  and  a rate  of  0.17  per  1,000  in  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  from  Influenza  during  1907,  as  compared  with  10 
preceding  years  : — 

1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  Average.  1907. 

10  17  24  34  12  6 5 II  10  7 13.6  10 

Age  Distribution. — Six  of  the  deaths  occurred  between  the 
ages  of  25  and  65,  and  four  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 


52 


Ward  Distribution — 

Whole 

Moorside  East  Church  Redvales  Elton  Borough 

I 2 4 I 2 lO 

Quarterly  Incidence — 

ist  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter.  Whole  Year. 

7 I I I 10 


TUBERCULOUS  DISEASES. 


PHTHISIS. 

Phthisis  caused  66  deaths,  of  which  33  were  of  males,  and 
33  were  of  females.  The  rate  of  mortality  was  1.12  per  1,000,  as 
compared  with  a rate  of  1.26  in  igo6.  Seven  of  the  deaths 
occurred  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  three  in  the  County  Asylum, 
Prestwich,  and  one  in  St.  Anthony’s  Hospital,  near  Epsom. 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

Under  i.  i to  5.  5 to  15.  15  to  25.  25  to  65.  65  Upwards.  Total 

Males  — ...  I ...  2 ...  2 ...  26  ...  2 ...  33 

Females — ...  i ...  2 ...  10  ...  20  ...  — ...  33 

Mean  Age  at  Death  from  Phthisis. 

Males  39  years. 

Females...  30  years. 

W^ARD  Distribution  of  Deaths  from  Phthisis. 

Moorside.  East.  Church.  Redv'ales.  Elton.  Total. 


Males 7 ...  5 ...  8 ...  3 ...  10  ...  33 

Females  4 ...  9 ...  5 ...  8 ...  7 ...  33 

Death  Rates  for  Phthisis  in  the  Several  Wards. 

Moorside.  East.  Church.  Redvales.  Elton.  Whole  Borough 

0.76  ...  I. 17  ...  1,78  ...  1.02  ...  I. 19  ...  I. 12 
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Quarterly  Incidence  of  Phthisis. 

ist  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter  Whole  Year 

21  16  10  19  66 

Disinfection. — Twenty-five  rooms  in  eig-hteen  houses  were 
fumigated  with  formaldehyde,  and  the  walls  of  65  rooms  in  31 
houses  were  sprayed  with  a solution  of  formalin. 


Occupations  of  Persons  Dying  from  Phthisis  during  the 

Years  1899-1907. 


1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Cotton  Operatives 

20 

18 

24 

13 

16 

1 1 

10 

13 

15 

Woollen  Operatives  

2 

i 

3 

0 

2 

O' 

I 

0 

0 

Felt  Hat  Workers 

2 

4 

2 

3 

2 

2 

I 

3 

0 

Paper  Mill  Workers  

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

0 

0 

I 

4 

Iron  Operatives  

4 

7 

0 

1 1 

8 

6 

8 

2 

6 

Stone  Masons 

3 

4 

2 

2 

0 

5 

2 

3 

2 

Dressmakers  and  Tailors... 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

2 

5 

I 

I 

Joiners  and  Cabinetmakers 

4 

0 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

0 

Shoemakers  and  Cloggers 

I 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Clerks  

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

I 

I 

I 

0 

Outdoor  Labourers  and 
Carters 

14 

6 

8 

10 

6 

25 

7 

16 

13 

Other  or  no  employment  ... 

31 

51 

49 

27 

29 

40 

36 

32 

25 

Totals  

90 

98 

93 

75 

69 

97 

73 

74 

66 

* The  class  “ outdoor  labourers  and  carters  ” cannot  be  taken 
as  an  accurate  description  of  the  real  occupation  of  the  fatal  cases 
so  described,  for  many  of  them,  who  originally  followed  other 
employment,  changed  it  for  an  outdoor  one  later,  on  medical 
advice. 

Voluntary  Notification  of  Phthisis.— This  system,  which 
has  been  in  use  in  Bury  since  September  5th,  1901,  resulted  last 
year  in  30  fresh  cases  being  notified,  making  a total  of  258  notifica- 
tions since  the  first  adoption.  All  the  notified  cases  were  visited  by 
the  Female  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  advised  as  to  the  nursing  of 
the  patients,  and  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infection  ; handbills  on 
“ How  to  Prevent  Consumption  ” and  “ Fresh  Air  and  Ventila- 
tion ’’  were  left  at  the  houses. 
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Age  and  Sex  of  the  Notified  Cases  : — 

Under  5 5 to  15  15  to  25  25  to  65  65  and  Over  Total 

Males  ...  — ...  2 ...  3 ...  12  ...  I ...  18 

Females  — ...  i ...  5 ...  6 ...  — ...  12 

Spittoons  were  lent,  and  aseptic  paper  handkerchiefs  given, 
gratis,  to  all  consumptive  persons  who  applied  for  them. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases. — Twenty-nine  deaths  resulted 
from  tuberculous  diseases  other  than  Phthisis,  as  compared  with  28 
deaths  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  these — 

13  were  due  to  Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

7 ,,  Tuberculosis  of  the  Brain. 

6 ,,  General  Tuberculosis. 

2 ,,  Tuberculosis  of  the  Larynx. 

I ,,  other  forms  of  the  disease. 

The  age  distribution  was  as  follows  : — 

Under  I i to  5 5 to  15  15  to  25  25  to  35  35  to  45  45  and  Over  Total 

7 ...  7 ...  4 ...  6 ...  2 ...  2 ...  I ...  29 

Tuberculosis,  therefore,  was  responsible  for  95  deaths  alto- 
gether, which  is  equivalent  to  a rate  of  1.61  per  1,000. 

In  other  words,  one  out  of  every  ten  deaths  in  Bury  is  due  to 
some  form  of  consumption. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Sputum. — The  sputa  of  22 
suspected  cases  of  Phthisis  were  sent  in  special  tins  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 

Tubercle  Bacilli  were  found  in  10  cases,  and 

A negative  result  was  obtained  in  12  cases. 

Deaths  from  Phthisis  in  Bury  during  the  Past  10  Years  : — 

1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  19^3  *9®4  *^905  1906  *907 

80  ...  90  ...  98  ...  93  ...  75  ...  69  ...  97  ...  73  ...  74  ...  66 

The  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  Cotton  Trade  in  Bury 
at  the  last  census  was  11,035,  of  which  3,155  were  males  and  7,880 
females. 

Phthisis  Rate. 

Whole  District 1. 12  per  1,000. 

Of  persons  engaged  in  the  Cotton  Trade 1.35  per  1,000. 
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DIARRHOEA. 


Fourteen  deaths  have  been  reported  from  Diarrhoea  during 
the  year  1907,  as  compared  with  46  deaths  in  the  previous  year. 
The  rate  of  mortality  is  equal  to  0.24  per  i,ooo'.  as  compared  with 
a rate  of  0.78  per  i,oooi  in  the  previous  year.  The  rate  of  mortality 
is  much  more  satisfactory  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  is  0.71 
per  1,000  below  the  mean  rate  for  the  preceding ’ten  years  (0.95), 
and  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  (0.40)  for  the  76  Great 
Tbwns.  An  unsatisfactory  feature  is  the  large  proportion  of 
deaths  which  occurred  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  as  out 
of  the  14  deaths,  nine  or  64  per  cent.,  occurred  in  infants  during 
the  first  year  of  life. 

Monthly  Incidence. 


January  o 

February 3 

March  i 

April o 

May  o 

June I 

July I 

August I 

September i 

October 5 

November ...  i 

December o 


Under  i 

9 


Ward  Distribution. 


Ward. 

Moorside  

East  

Church  

Redvales  

Elton 

Whole  Borough  

Age  Periods. 


Number  of  Deaths. 

0 

•••  3 

•••  5 

1 

•••  5 


14 


I to  5 5 to  15  15  to  25  25  to  65  65  upwards  All  ag-es 

I ...  ...  ...  2 ...  2 ...  14 
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Comparative  Mortality  Rates  in  1907. 

The  death-rate  from  Diarrhoea  in  Bury  compares  very  favour- 
ably with  the  mortality  rates  in  the  other  large  towns,  the  rates  for 
the  Lancashire  towns  being  as  follows  : — 


Rochdale 0.15 

Bury  0.24 

Blackburn 0.28 

Bolton 0.41 

St.  Helens  0.43 

Manchester 0.50 

Preston 0.54 

Warrington 0.61 

Wigan  ...  0.68 

Burnley  0.69 

Liverpool 0,72 

Bootle 0-79 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Diarrhoea  death-rate  in  Bury  is 
one  of  the  lowest  of  the  rates  for  the  Lancashire  members  of  the 
76  Great  Towns  of  England  and  Wales. 

Cleansing  of  Streets,  &c. — With  a view  of  minimising  to 
some  extent  the  various  factors  which  have  been  considered  to 
have  a causal  relation  to  Summer  Diarrhoea,  the  following  special 
methods  of  cleansing  were  adopted  during  the  period  from  May 
to  the  end  of  September  — (a)  The  sweeping  of  streets  was  carried 
out  during  the  night-time,  the  combined  street-watering  and  brush- 
ing machines  being  used  (except  in  wet  weather),  (h)  The  collec- 
tion of  stable  refuse,  tS:c. , during  the  daytime,  by  men  with  hand- 
carts, orderly  men,  was  extended  to  all  the  streets,  (c)  In  addition 
to  the  principal  thoroughfares,  special  attention  was  paid  to  the 
watering  of  secondary  and  other  streets,  (d)  Special  attention  to 
the  emptying  of  sanitary  conveniences,  especially  those  of  the 
“ Pail  ” and  “ Privy  Midden  ' types,  (e)  After  the  emptying  of 
contents  from  the  latter  types  of  conveniences,  the  interior  of  same 
were  limewashed  by  means  of  a sprayer,  with  a sanitary  lime. 
(/)  The  emptying  of  street  gullies  direct  into  a,  tank  cart,  the  gulley 
afterwards  being  sealed  with  clean  water,  to  which  had  been  added 

a soluble  disinfectant. 

« 


DETAILS  OF  DIARRHCEA  DEATHS* 

The  following  particulars  of  six  infants  who  died  during  the  Diarrhoea  season  were  obtained  by  Nurse  Walton  : 
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CANCER. 

During-  the  year  52  deaths  (equal  to  a mortality  rate  of  0.88 
per  1,000)  were  registered  as  due  to  various  forms  of  malignant 
disease,  as  compared  with  59  during-  the  previous  year.  Of  these 
deaths  20  were  of  males,  and  32  of  females. 

Sex  and  Ag-e.  Under  35.  35  to  45.  .35  to  55.  55  to  65.  65  to  75.  Over  75  Total. 

Males  ...  — ...  — ...  2 ...  12  ...  3 ...  3 ...  20 

Females  ..  — ...  3 ...  4 ...  ii  ...  ii  ...  3 ...  32 

The  following  table  gives  the  ward  distribution  of  these  deaths, 
and  the  rate  of  mortality  in  each  ward,  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding-  figures  for  each  of  the  four  preceding  years  : — 

1903.  1904.  1905.  1906.  1907. 

No.  Rate  per  No.  Rate  per  No.  Rate  per  No.  Rate  per  N o.  Rateper 


Ward. 

1000. 

1000. 

1000. 

lOOD. 

1000. 

Moorside  .. 

• U 

1-17  . 

••  15 

1-03  . 

II 

0-75  • 

..  14 

0-96  ., 

• 15 

I '02 

East  

• 9 

0-76  .. 

. 6 

0-51  .. 

. 18 

1-51  .. 

. 10 

0. 84  . . 

10 

0-83 

Church  

5 

0-61  .. 

. 6 

0-82  .. 

. 8 

I - 10  . , 

,.  8 

1-09  .. 

• 7 

o'95 

Red  vales  ... 

9 

00 

b 

10 

093  .. 

. 8 

075  • 

••  13 

1-21  . 

..  8 

0-74 

Elton  .... 

• 13 

0 92  .. 

4 

0*28  .. 

• 9 

0-63  . 

• 14 

0 99  .. 

. 1 2 

0-84 

Totals 

• 53 

0-99 

41 

070 

54 

0-92 

59 

I 00 

52 

o'88 

Character  of  the  disease  : — 

Males. 


“ Cancer  ” 1 1 

“ Malignant  Disease  ”...  i 

Carcinoma 8 

Sarcoma  — 


Females. 

Total. 

II 

22 

6 

/ 

13  .... 

21 

2 

2 

Organs  Affected. 


Males. 

Nasal 1 

Tongue i 

Jaw I 

Thyroid i 

Larynx ^ i 

QEsophagus 3 

Stomach 6 

Ventriculi  i 

Abdomen  

Liver  4 


Intestinal — 

Rectum — 

Prostate  — 

Ovary  — 

Uterus  — 

Mammary — 

Not  stated i 


Females. 

I 

I 


I 

7 

1 

6 

2 
2 


I 

8 

I 

I 


20 


32 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

Public  Supply. — The  public  service  of  the  Borough  is  derived 
from  three  of  the  Reservoirs  belonging  to  the  Bury  and  District 
Joint  Water  Board.  The  Board  represents  the  following  Authori- 
ties ; — Bury,  Radcliffe,  Ramsbottom,  Tottington,  Haslingden, 
Rawtenstall,  Whitefield,  Little  Lever,  and  Bury  Rural.  The  area 
supplied  is  8o  square  miles. 

The  three  Reservoirs  supplying  Bury  are  : — 

Gin  Hall  (situated  in  Bury)  supplying  10,225  houses. 

Calf  Hey  (situated  in  Haslingden  Borough)  supplying  1,829 
houses,  chiefly  in  the  districts  of  Limefield,  Bell  Lane,  and  Black- 
ford Bridge. 

Hapton  (situated  partly  in  Rawtenstall  Borough,  partly  in  the 
Burnley  district)  supplying  1,304  houses,  chiefly  in  Chesham  and 
Walshaw  districts. 

The  total  number  of  houses  supplied  at  December  3TSt,  1907, 
was  13,358. 


Rainfall. 


1907 

0 

0^ 

1905 

1904 

Gin  Hall 

...  47.14  ... 

51.49  ... 

38-  34  • ■ 

. 38.01 

Calf  Hey 

...  49.92  ... 

53-32  ... 

41.54  .. 

. 43.66 

Hapton  

...  43.95  ... 

46.93  ... 

36-34  ■ 

■■  37-63 

An  average 

of  47.00  inches. 

compared 

with  50.58  in  1906, 

38.34  in  1905,  and  39.76'  in  1904. 

Distribution. — 157  yards  of  a 2-in.  and  480'  yards  of  4-in. 
mains  have  been  laid  at  Hanson  Street,  Cedar  Street,  Back  Roch- 
dale Old  Road,  Back  Hornby  Street,  Back  Bolton  Road,  Back 
Prescott  Street,  Back  Horbury  Street,  Back  Britain  Street,  Back 
Chesham  Road,  Back  Ainsworth  Road,  and  Back  Price  Street. 
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94  yards  of  2-in.  and  400  yards  of  6-in.  mains  have  been 
renewed  at  Touch  Road,  Pigs  Lee,  Hurst  Street,  and  Pimhole 
Road. 

Flushing  operations  have  been  carried  out  periodically,  and 
several  “ dead  ends  ’’  have  been  removed. 


From  January  ist  tO'  December  31st  there  were  91  new  houses 
connected  to  the  public  service,  and  34  houses  were  disconnected. 


Water  Closets. — ^During  the  year  a water  supply  has  been 
connected  to  129  water  closets  and  61  baths,  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  of  the  Water  Works  Department. 


Private  Water  Supply. — At  the  end  of  the  year  1907  there 
were  eight  houses,  100  cottages,  and  two  schools  supplied  with 
water  from  private  sources.  The  following  list  shows  the  situation 
and  the  number  of  houses  supplied  : — 


4 cottages.  Well  Brow. 

I  cottage,  Holebottom. 
School,  Woodgate  Hill. 

I  house.  Green  Bank. 

I  house,  Chesham. 

I  house,  Chesham  Green. 

I cottage.  Cinder  Hill. 

1 house,  South  View. 

2 cottages,  Chesham  Green. 

3 cottages.  Cinder  Hill. 

I cottage,  Gipsy  Brook. 

I cottage,  Chesham. 

1 house.  Birchen  Bower. 

2 cottages,  Lowes. 


1 house,  Broom  House. 

4  cottages,  Duckworth  Fold 

2 houses.  Springs. 

2 cottages.  Spring  Cottages. 
4 cottages.  Springs. 

9 cottages.  School  Street. 

I cottage.  Bury  Ground. 

3 cottages,  near  Bury 

Reservoir. 

3  cottages,  Wodhill  Road. 
12  cottages,  Yates  Terrace. 
School,  Woodhill. 

44  cottages,  Woodhill. 

3  cottages.  Stag  Houses. 
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DISINFECTION. 

« 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  disinfection  carried  out 
during  the  year  in  the  reported  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 

120  rooms  in  115  houses  were  disinfected  with  the  fumes  of 
either  sulphur  or  formaldehyde,  and  the  walls  of  193  rooms  in  127 
houses  sprayed  with  a solution  of  either  formalin  or  carbolic  acid. 

210  rooms  in  50  houses  have  been  fumigated  with  sulphur  at 
the  request  of  either  the  tenant  or  the  owner. 

Nine  public  schools  have  been  fumigated  with  sulphur,  and 
the  desks,  books,  walls,  &c.,  sprayed  with  a solution  of  formalin 
or  “ Chloros  ” after  the  occurrence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

In  addition  the  walls  of  three  wards  at  the  Dispensary  Hospital 
have  been  sprayed  with  a solution  of  formalin,  the  rooms  after- 
wards being  fumigated  with  formaldehyde. 

Twenty-five  rooms  in  18  houses  have  been  disinfected  with  the 
fumes  of  formalin,  and  the  walls  of  65  rooms  in  31  houses  sprayed 
with  a solution  of  formalin,  after  the  occurrence  of  deaths  from 
Phthisis. 

Fifteen  parcels  of  infected  clothing  and  155  sets  of  infected 
bedding  have  been  disinfected  by  steam. 

It  may  be  said  that  in  the  disinfection  of  rooms — the  spraying 
of  floors,  walls,  ledges,  &c. — with  either  formalin  or  carbolic  or 
other  disinfectant  solution  before  fumigation,  is  now  the  routine 
procedure. 
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MIDWiVES’  ACT. 

The  number  of  midwives  on  the  reg'ister  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  20,  a decrease  of  two  from  the  total  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1906.  One  midwife  died  in  February,  1907,  two  removed  outside 
tlie  district,  while  one  new  midwife  was  registered.  I learn  that 
three  very  suitable  women  have  passed  their  examination  at  St. 
Mary’s  Hospital  and  were  awaiting  registration  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Only  six  of  the  twenty  midwives  are  trained  and  certihcated. 

There  is  little  new  to  report  regarding  the  conduct  and 
general  behaviour  of  the  mid  wives,  but  many  of  the  untrained 
members  hnd  difficulty  in  using  the  clinical  thermometer ; some 
also'  do  not  keep  a satisfactory  register,  but  this  can  hardly  be 
expected  from  the  uneducated  members. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  in  none  of  the  notified  Puerperal 
cases  could  blame  be  attrbiuted  to  the  midwife. 

Still  Births. — Only  19  still  births  were  notihed  by  midwives 
during  1907,  a number  which  one  may  consider  as  not  represent- 
ing the  total.  Legislation  as  to  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  in 
burying  the  bodies  of  still-born  babies  is,  in  my  opinion,  called  for. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTIORS. 

The  returns  for  the  year  1907  show  generally  an  increase  of 
the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  over  that  of  the  previous  year  : 

1907  1906 

Beasts  4827  ...  4701  ...  Increase  126 

vSheep  and  Lambs...  19432  ...  19048  ...  ,,  384 

Pigs 4458  •••  4067  •••  Decrease  391 

Calves  ^4^9  •••  134^  •••  Increase  73 

A nett  increase  on  all  animals  of  974. 

The  total  number  of  animals  killed  in  1906,  viz.,  29,162,  was 
1,036  in  excess  of  the  number  killed  in  the  preceding  year.  There 
has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  all  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  public  Abattoirs  during  the  past  three  years, 
except  in  the  number  of  pigs  killed,  which  exceeds  the  number 
in  the  previous  year,  yet  hardly  equals  that  in  1905. 
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Inspector  Openshaw  reports  Tuberculosis  in  62  carcases 
examined  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1907,  as  com- 
pared with  66  in  1906,  and  77  in  1905.  Of  these  62  carcases,  48 
were  of  beasts,  13  of  pigs,  and  one  calf,  as  compared  with  66 
beasts  affected  with  this  disease  in  1906  and  21  pigs  respectively. 
Voluntary  surrender  of  the  affected  organs  or  carcase  (when  neces- 
sary) was  obtained,  and  no  legal  measures  were  found  necessary. 
The  quality  of  the  meat  generally  maintained  the  standard  of 
previous  years. 


FARMS  AND  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  number  of  registered  farmers  within  the  Borough  at  the 
end  of  ihe  year  was  62.  Applications  for  registration  under  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  were  received  from  hve 
persons. 

Inspector  Openshaw  has  regularly  and  systematically  visited 
the  farms  within  the  area  of  the  Borough,  on  the  whole  with  fairly 
satisfactory  results.  In  one  instance,  however,  legal  notice  had 
to  be  served  upon  the  owner  and  occupier  in  order  to  remedy  the 
following  defects  : — 

(a)  Cowsheds  defective  as  to  lighting  and  ventilation,  drains, 
and  channels  for  removal  of  liquid. 

{b)  Offensive  pool  in  proximity  to  cowshed. 

(c)  Dwelling-house  with  defective  spouting,  untrapped  drains, 
and  damp  cellar ; also  defective  Bagging  in  the  rear. 

Notices  were  served  upon  the  occupier  for  (a)  and  (h)  and 
upon  the  owner  for  (c).  The  results  were  satisfactory,  and  the 
following  is  a summary  of  the  alterations  : — Cowshed  (No.  1)  : 
Containing  18  cattle;  stalls  repaired,  floor  relaid  and  channelled, 
drains  discharging  on  to  untrapped  gullies  outside  cowshed  ; four 
windows  (capable  of  being  opened)  were  provided  to  cowshed. 
Cowshed  (No.  2)  : Drains  laid  to  tank,  repair  to  eaves  and  down 
spouting ; the  offensive  pool  which  previously  received  the  drainage 
from  the  cowshed  was  filled  up;  new  pipe  drains  were  laid  from 
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cowsheds  and  stables  discharging-  into  tank.  As  regards  the 
house,  the  spouting  was  repaired,  the  drains  relaid  and  trapped, 
yard  reflagged  and  drained,  privy  midden  repaired  and  pointed. 

Milk. — The  quality  of  the  milk  supplied  in  the  Borough,  as 
Judged  by  the  samples  analysed,  has  been  good.  Forty-three 
samples  were  taken  by  the  Inspector  (Mr.  Cass)  and  submitted  to 
the  Borough  Analyst,  and  all  pronounced  genuine.  The  number  of 
samples  taken  shows  a reduction  of  30  on  the  number  taken  in 
1906. 

Number  ol  samples  of  milk  taken  in  the  past  six  years  : — 

Percentage 

Year.  Samples.  Adulterated.  Adulterated. 

1907 43  o — 

1906 73  7 g.6 

1905 76  9 1 1.8 

1904 51  2 3.9 

^9^3 u.  3 7.5 

1902  46  2 4.3 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Borough  Analyst 
during  the  year  was  12 1,  a decrease  of  21  from  the  number  in  1906. 
The  number  of  samples  taken  was  130  in  1905,  113  in  1904,  and 
97  in  1903. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  all  the  samples  submitted 
were  genuine.  In  the  preceding  seven  years  the  percentage  of 
adulteration  was  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

1906 
1905 
1 904 
1903 
1902 
1901 
1900 


Number  of  Samples. 

142  

130 

II3  • • 

97  •••• 

78  •... 

94  ••  •• 

92  


Percentage  of 
Adulteration. 

7.0 

10.6 

• 3-54 

. 11.49 

. 3.8 

4.2 

3.2 
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SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  number  of  observations  taken  was  70,  being-  an  increase 
of  35  over  the  number  taken  in  1906.  Five  of  the  observations 
were  of  half-an-hour’s  duration,  and  one  of  twenty  minutes, 
the  remainder  extended  over  the  full  hour.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  after  due  notice  had  been  given  to  the 
various  firms  in  the  Borough,  the  time  limit  allowed  (10  minutes 
in  the  hour)  was  reduced  to  seven  minutes. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

Notices. — Legal  notices  were  served  upon  thirteen  firms 
for  having  allowed  the  time  limit  of  seven  minutes’  black  smoke 
to  be  exceeded,  the  times  observed  by  the  Inspector  varying  from 
7I  minutes  to  16J  minutes  black  smoke;  in  seven  of  these  cases 
the  old  limit  of  10  minutes  was  not  exceeded. 

Proceedings. — Proceedings  were  ordered  against  four  firms 
for  having  allowed  the  period  of  seven  minutes’  black  smoke  to 
be  exceeded  after  having  previously  received  Notice  to  abate  the 
nuisance.  Proceedings  were,  however,  not  taken  in  the  cases  of 
two  firms  owing  to  the  prolonged  illness  of  the  Inspector  who  took 
the  observations ; in  the  case  of  another  the  proceedings  were 
stayed  pending  certain  structural  alterations ; while  in  the  case 
of  the  fourth  firm  a fine  of  40s.  and  costs  was  imposed,  with  an 
order  to  abate  within  one  month.  In  this  latter  case  the  observa- 
tion of  the  Inspector  showed  i2|  minutes’  black  smoke,  while 
earlier  in  the  year  the  firm  had  been  served  with  a legal  Notice  to 
abate  the  smoke  nuisance. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

(“  Furnished  Rooms.”) 

These  houses  are  under  the  supervision  of  Inspector  Haworth, 
who  has  taken  steps  during  the  year  for  increasing  the  number  of 
these  places  on  the  register,  and  thus  bringing  them  under  more 
regular  inspection.  During  the  year  notices  were  served  on  20 
persons  (representing  34  houses)  by  the  Town  Clerk,  requiring 
them  to  furnish  the  necessary  particulars  for  registration  as 
required  by  the  Bye-Laws.  The  houses  are  thus  brought  under 


E 


66 


better  supervision,  with  the  result  that  there  is  increased  cleanliness, 
and  many  sanitary  improvements  have  been  obtained.  The 
number  of  houses  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  35. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

The  number  of  registered  Common  Lodging-houses  in  the 
Borough  is  15,  all  of  which  are  subject  to  annual  registration  in 
accordance  with  Section  40  of  the  Bury  Corporation  Act  of  igoi. 
The  houses  have,  during  the  year,  been  kept  under  supervision  by 
Inspector  Kay.  At  the  June  meetng  of  the  Health  Committee  an 
application  to  use  certain  premises  as  a Common  Lodging-house, 
and  to  be  registered  as  the  keeper  thereof,  was  not  granted.  xAn 
application,  from  the  widow  of  former  keeper  of  a Common 
Lodging-house  to  be  registered  as  the  keeper  thereof,  was  granted, 
as  was  also  that  of  the  man  appointed  by  her  as  deputy  to  manage 
and  supervise  the  same. 


MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

A.  — Under  Food  & Drugs  .Acts. 

A farmer  was  prosecuted  for  selling  milk  dehcient  in  fat  (in 
December,  1906)  to  the  extent  of  5 per  cent,  and  6.66  per  cent, 
respectively.  The  magistrates  dismissed  both  cases  upon  payment 
of  costs. 

B.  — Smoke  Prosecutions. 

B.  6^  H.  Co.,  Ltd. — Prosecution  in  Borough  Police  Court  on 
24th  December,  1907.  Result : Order  to  abate  within  one  month 
and  hned  40s.  and  costs. 

Proceedings  against  two  other  firms  were  not  taken  owing  to 
the  prolonged  illness  of  the  Inspector  who  made  the  observation. 

C.  — Proceedings  for  the  Closure  of  Insanitary  Dwelling- 

houses. 

I,  2,  and  3,  Plantation  Square.  Proceedings  taken  against 
occupiers  in  the  Borough  Police  Court,  June  12th,  1907.  Closing 
orders  made  by  the  magistrates,  and  each  tenant  allowed  los.  for 
cost  of  removal. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


Factories. — During  the  year  nine  notices  have  been  received 
from  His  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Factories,  a summary  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.  In  eight  cases 
the  necessary  work  required  has  been  carried  out,  and  in  the 
remaining  case  the  Health  Committee  decided  not  to  take  any 
action  in  the  matter,  as  the  closets  had  been  approved  by  a former 
Inspector. 

Workshops. — The  duty  of  supervising  the  workshops  in  which 
males  are  employed  is  carried  out  by  Inspectors  Haworth  and 
Kay,  and  the  Female  Inspector  (Nurse  Walton)  has  charge  of  the 
workshops  in  which  females  only  are  employed. 

General  Sanitation. — The  workshops,  generally,  have  been 
found  to  comply  with  requirements  as  regards  cleanliness,  light, 
air  space,  &c. , and  it  is  pleasing  to  have  to  record  that  the  condi- 
tions under  which  work  is  carried  on  in  these  work-rooms  is, 
from  a sanitary  point  of  view,  very  satisfactory,  thus  tending  to 
make  the  lives  of  those  engaged  therein  brighter  and  healthier. 
The  number  of  workshops  in  the  Borough  is  519,  being  an  increase 
of  53  over  the  previous  year. 

Bakehouses. — The  number  of  bakehouses  on  the  register  is 
103,  being  one  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  These  have  been 
kept  under  supervision  by  Inspector  Openshaw,  who  reports  that 
the  businesses  have  been  conducted  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 
It  is  also  pleasing  to  have  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  no 
complaints  have  been  received  from  the  residents  in  the  vicinity 
of  bakehouses  complaining  of  the  excessive  emission  of  smoke. 

There  is  now  only  one  cellar  bakehouse  within  the  Borough, 
one  having  been  discontinued  during  the  year. 

Shop  Hours  Acts. — The  duties  of  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  these  Acts,  also  the  provisions  under  the  Seats  for  Shop  Assis- 
tants’ Act,  have  been  entrusted  to  Nurse  Walton  and  Inspector 
Haworth.  The  Inspectors  have  paid  61  visits  to  the  various  shops 
in  the  performance  of  these  duties,  and  they  found  that  the  require- 
ments of  the  Acts  were  being  carried  out. 

Home  Work. — Lists  containing  the  names  and  addresses  of 
home  workers  have  been  received  from  several  firms  and  entered 
in  the  register.  The  Female  Inspector  has  paid  97  visits  to  the 
homes  in  which  the  work  is  carried  on,  and  she  reports  that  in 
the  majority  of  cases  the  work  is  performed  under  satisfactory 
conditions. 

A notice  was  also  received  in  respect  of  an  outworker  residing 
in  Bury  who  was  employed  in  another  district. 


Extract  from  Copy  of  Table  sent  to  the  Home  Office  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1907,  for  the  County 

Borough  of  Bury. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES,  AND 

HOMEWORK. 

1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  ot 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries 

28 

10 

• • 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

336 

6 

• • 

Workplaces  (other  than 
Outworkers’  premises) ••  ... 

85 

5 

• • 

Total 

449 

21 

• • 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances 

Sanitary 
accommodation 


insufficient 


not  separate  for  sexes 


Act . 


Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  (S.  loi) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  (SS.  97  to  100.)  ... 
Failure  as  regard  lists  of  outworkers 

.(S.  107)  

Giving  out  work  to  ) unwholesom 
be  done  in  (S.  io8j  ...  . 

premises  which  are)  infected  (S.iio' 


in  premises  infected  by 
fever  or  smallpox  (S.  109) 
Other  offences 


SCJ 


Total 


Number  of  Detects. 

Referred  to 

Found. 

Remedied. 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

3 

3 

i 

• • 1 

* • 

• • 

• • i 

• « 

! 

• • 

. . 

[ 

10 

10 

2 

2 

7 

6 

1 

• ♦ 

\ 

• • 

• • 

• • 

22 

21 

* • 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions. 


OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories:  — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  & Workshop  Act  (S.  133) 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M. 
Inspectors  as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the 
Factory  Act  (S.  5) 


Notified  by  H.M. 
Inspector  

Reports  (of  action 
taken)  sent  to 
H.M.  Inspectors. 


Other 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  loi)  : — 
Certificates  granted  during-  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  


Number. 


9 


Homework  : — • 

List  of  Outworkers  (S.  107)  : — 

Lists  received  : — Twice  in  the  year. 

Once  in  the  year. 


A c . , ( forwarded  to  other  Authorities  . 

Addresses  of  outworkers  < • a ..1  ...• 

I received  from  other  Authorities 

Inspection  of  Outworkers’  Premises 


Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected preynises  : — 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome  premises 
(S.  108)  


Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
premises  


in  homeworkers’ 


Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises  (S,  no) 
Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  1907. 


if- 

O 

u 
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Bakehouses  103 

Milliners  41 

Dress  and  Mantle  Makers  43 

Underclothing  14 

Ladies’  Tailors  19 

Fly  Coil  Maker 1 

Baby  Linen  4 

Laundries 2 

Stocking  Knitters^ 4 

Stay  Makers 2 

Cloggers  32 

Tailors 44 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  and  Repairers  48 

Tinplate  Workers  12 

Other  Trades 150 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  register  ... 


Number  of 


519 
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HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 


During  the  year  four  houses  were  condemned  as  unsuitable  for 
human  habitation.  The  recommendations  made  to  the  Health 
Committee  were  as  follows  : 

I beg  to  make  the  following  representation  upon  the  house 
No.  4,  Back  Washington  Court. 

This  is  a single  house  situate  at  the  rear  of,  and  adjoining 
No.  13,  Franklin  Street,  with  entrance  in  a back  yard  common 
to  Nos.  5 to  II,  Washington  Court,  and  13  to  17,  Franklin  Street, 
the  approach  to  the  same  being  from  an  entry  leading  from  Wash- 
ington Court. 

The  house  is  a brick  structure  and  contains  two  rooms,  with 
a lean-tO'  roof.  The  windows  are  dilapidated,  and  many  of  the 
panes  are  broken  and  stuffed  with  rags  or  paper.  Internally  there 
is  a flagged  floor,  and  narrow  and  dangerous  stairs  leading  to  the 
bedroom,  coals  being  kept  under  the  stairs.  The  bedroom  has  no 
fireplace,  is  lighted  by  a window  which  is  fixed,  there  being  conse- 
quently no  means  of  ventilation  ; the  walls  and  ceilings  are  black 
with  dirt  and  are  very  damp ; both  living  room  and  bedroom  are 
very  dark  even  at  mid-day. 

This  house  is  in  such  a state  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion. 

Adjoining  Buildings  : — 

These  buildings  are  situate  on  the  east  of  and  in  contact  with 
the  above-mentioned  house  ; they  consist  of  dilapidated  brick  struc- 
tures which  have  been,  apparently,  in  part  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
evidently  been  constructed  for  use  as  a workshop.  The  floor  of  one 
portion  consists  of  wood  which  is  excessively  rotten,  and  being 
open  to  the  common  yard  is  a receptacle  for  all  kinds  of  filth.  The 
buildings  are  themselves  thoroughly  dilapidated  and  serve  no 
useful  purpose,  and  interfere  with  the  lighting  and  ventilation  of 
the  houses  5 to  ii,  Washington  Court,  and  13  to  17,  Franklin 
Street. 

These  are  obstructive  buildings,  and  should  be  demolished. 
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I have  to  make  the  following  representation  upon  the  house 
No.  21,  Shaw’s  Yard  : — 

Shaw’s  Yard  is  situated  behind  73  to  79,  Paradise  Street, 
I to  7,  North  Street,  and  i to  7,  Rosehill,  being  enclosed  by  these 
houses  and  by  their  conveniences. 

21,  Shaw’s  Yard,  is  a single  house  of  three  storeys,  with  no 
through  ventilation,  and  having  no  (separate)  curtilage.  The  two 
upper  storeys  are  back  to  back  with  No.  3,  North  Street,  while  the 
lower  storey,  consisting  of  two'  rooms,  is  situated  below  the  floor 
level  of  the  latter  house.  This  storey  consists  of  two  rooms,  (a) 
' one  room  used  as  a living  room  with  entrance  from  Shaw’s  Yard, 
very  narrow,  with  dilapidated  walls  and  ceilings,  and  a cubic 
capacity  of  1,200  cubic  feet;  (b)  a back  room,  very  dark,  with  very 
damp  walls,  situated  directly  underneath  the  living-room  of  No. 
3,  North  Street,  and  containing  slopstone.  On  the  second  floor  a 
bedroom  (back  to  back  with  living  room  of  No.  3,  North  Street) 
is  divided  by  a wooden  partition  into  two  small  rooms  of  about 

cubic  feet  capacity;  the  height  of  the  room  is  7 feet  2 inches. 
The  entrance  to  the  attic  or  third  storey  is  boarded  up ; this  portion 
of  the  building,  at  one  time,  has  evidently  been  used  as  a work- 
room— many  of  the  panes  are  absent  from  the  window  frames  of 
this  room.  Externally,  the  brickwork  of  the  house  is  dilapidated  in 
places.  Situated  about  15  feet  from  the  entrance  door  of  the  house 
is  a block  of  closets  and  an  ashpit. 

The  house  is  in  such  a condition  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

I beg  to  make  the  following  representation  on  house  No.  5, 
South  Back  King  Street.  This  is  a small  four-roomed  house  con- 
sisting of  two  storeys,  the  upper  storey  being  utilised  as  a work- 
room, the  lower  storey  only  being  used  for  habitation.  The  house, 
situated  as  it  is  in  a very  narrow  street  with  a high  wall  of  a 
foundry  opposite,  is  naturally  very  dark.  The  house  possesses  two 
doors,  one  opening  directly  into  the  street,  the  other  opening  at 
the  side  intO'  a dark  narrow  entry  which  gives  access  to  yard 
common  to  Nos,  8 and  lO',  King  Street.  The  ground  floor  consists 
of  two  rooms,  the  front  room  or  kitchen  being  used  both  as  a 
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dwelling-room  and  a bedroom.  The  back  room  is  small  and  con- 
tains a slopstone,  the  floor  being  only  partially  flagged.  The 
dwelling  portion  of  the  house  is  not  only  dark,  but  dilapidated  and 
dirty. 

The  closet  accommodation  consists  of  a block  of  two  pails  with 
ashpit,  these  being  in  a dilapidated  condition. 

This  house  is  in  such  a condition  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

I beg  to  make  the  following  representation  on  the  house  No. 
6i,  Bolton  Street. 

This  is  an  eight-roomed  semi-detached  house,  but  several  of 
the  rooms  are  very  small  and  are  divided  off  merely  by  wooden 
partitions  ; it  is  separated  from  No.  63,  Bolton  Street,  by  a narrow 
passage.  Most  of  the  rooms  are  dark,  and  almost  all  of  them 
have  very  exceedingly  damp  walls.  Some  portion  of  the  ground 
at  the  rear  of  the  house  is  at  a higher  level  than  the  floor  of  the 
interior  of  the  house.  There  is  no  proper  kitchen,  but  a stone 
slopstone  is  fixed  near  the  back  door.  The  house  possesses  a 
cellar  communicating  with  the  front  room  situated  to  the  right  of 
the  entrance ; this  cellar  is  dark,  dirty,  and  wet.  The  house  has 
no  separate  yard,  and  the  sanitary  convenience  being  a pail  closet 
situated  at  the  end  of  a passage  leading  to  the  back  door.  Two 
of  the  rooms  on  the  first  floor  are  only  large  enough  for  storage 
purposes. 

This  house  is  in  such  a state  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  with  reference  to  any  of  the 
above-mentioned  houses,  for,  with  the  exception  of  No.  51,  Bolton 
Street,  the  houses  were  closed  by  the  respective  owners  for  human 
habitation.  The  obstructive  buildings  adjoining  No.  4,  Back 
Washington  Court,  were,  however,  still  standing  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

^ 'V 

No.  5,  South  Back  King  Street,  was  converted  into  a work- 
shop. 

Proceedings  w^ere  successfully  taken  in  the  Borough  Police 
Court  for  the  closing  of  houses  t,  2,  and  3,  Plantation  Square, 
which  were  condemned  in  igo6. 


No.  4,  Back  Washington  Court.  Buildings  Adjoining  No.  4,  Back  Washington  Court. 
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THE  HOUSING  PROBLEM. 

This  question  has  received  a considerable  amount  of  attention 
during  the  year,  and  I was  instructed  by  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee to  report  on  the  amount  of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough,  for 
the  information  of  the  Council.  The  following  extracts  are  taken 
from  this  report  : — 

The  number  of  tenements  in  the  Borough  in  190U  was  12,800, 
and  of  this  number  8,916  had  fewer  than  five  rooms,  being  made 
up  as  follows  : — 

61  had  one  room, 

635  had  two  rooms, 

414  had  three  rooms,  and 
7806  had  four  rooms. 


Overcrowded  Tenements. 

Of  the  tenements  with  only  one  room  19  were  overcrowded, 
100  of  those  with  two  rooms,  38  of  the  three  rooms,  and  245  of 
the  four  room  tenements,  making  a total  of  402  overcrowded  tene- 
ments ; that  is  to  say,  there  were  402  families  in  the  Borough 
living  in  a condition  of  overcrowding,  that  is  with  more  than  two 
persons  per  room. 


Of  late  years  it  has  been  obvious  tO'  me  that  any  efforts  of  the 
Health  Authorities  to  close  insanitary  dwellings  would  lead  to  very 
great  hardship  to  the  people  unhoused,  and  also,  to  a certain 
extent,  would  constitute  a danger  to  health  by  forcing  these  people 
to  overcrowd  existing  more  sanitary  dwellings,  owing  to  increasing 
scarcity  of  houses  of  a suitable  type  for  this  class  of  people. 


Overcrowding  at  the  Present  Time. 

About  1,500  households  have  been  investigated,  and  147  found 
to  be  overcrowded  on  the  basis  of  over  two  persons  per  room  (includ- 
ing living  rooms),  a proportion  approximately  of  9 per  cent. 


Ward.  Houses. 

Moorside 26 

East 50 

Church 24 

Redvales 1 1 

Elton 36 


Persons. 

216 

401 

205 

86 

319 


147  1227 
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This  standard  of  two  persons  per  room  is,  however,  far  from 
satisfactory,  for  on  the  one  hand  practically  all  the  Common 
Lodging  Houses,  with  their  minimum  air  space  per  head  of  400 
cubic  feet,  would  be  greatly  overcrowded,  although  in  fact  they 
are  not  so ; and  on  the  other  hand,  the  cases  of  one  or  two  families, 
many  of  them  grown  up,  living  in  very  undesirable  conditions  as 
regards  air  space  and  decency,  would  be  excluded.  The  best 
standard  of  overcrowding  from  a hygienic  point  of  view  is,  of 
course,  the  amount  of  air  space  per  head ; but  it  would  necessitate 
a very  tedious  investigation  to  have  every  room  in  every  house 
carefully  measured,  and  one  practically  impossible  without  a 
temporarily  increased  qualified  staff.  I am  of  opinion,  therefore, 
that  the  best  idea  of  existing  conditions  would  be  gained  by  giving 
examples  of  overcrowding  in  each  ward,  based  on  the  standard  of 
over  two*  persons  per  room,  and  then  give  instances  of  very  undesir- 
able conditions  of  living,  where  this  standard  is  not  exceeded. 


Examples  of  Overcrowding. 


Ret.  No.  No.  of  Rooms. 


Particulars. 


15  4 Rent  3/6  per  week. 

(2  bedrooms).  Occupied  by  a family  of  12,  viz.  : 
\Try  large.  Father  and  mother. 

Nine  girls  and  one  boy. 

Girls’  ages,  23,  21,  19,  17,  15,  14,  12, 
Very  clean  people.  Five  beds. 


10,  6. 


1;  4 Rent  3/6  per  week. 

(2  bedrooms).  Occupied  by  a family  of  10. 

Three  beds — 

(1)  Father,  mother,  and  girl  3 years. 

(2)  Two  at  top  and  two  at  bottom  of  bed. 

(3)  Three  girls. 

All  familv  are  p'irls. 


20  2 Rent  2 / 6 per  week. 

(i  bedroom).  Occupied  by  seven  persons. 

Two  beds — 

(1)  Grandfather  and  grandmother. 

(2)  Father,  mother,  and  two  children,  aged 
two  and  four  years ; also  baby 
week  old. 


one 
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Ref.  No  No  of  Rooms 

33  2 Rent  2/6  per  week. 

(i  bedroom).  Occupied  by  a family  of  six. 

Two  beds — 

(1)  Father,  mother,  and  baby. 

(2)  Boys  10  and  four,  and  girl  eight  years. 
(Boy  of  10  suffers  from  incontinence  of  urine). 

No  proper  bedclothes,  old  dirty  coats  and  skirts 
used  as  bed  coverings.  Woman  not  clean — 
seems  idle.  House  dirty. 


4 4 Occupied  by  a family  of  tt  persons. 

(2  bedrooms).  Father  and  mother, 

Eight  sons,  21,  17,  15,  12,  10,  6,  4,  and  (?) 
years. 

One  daughter,  19  years. 

A child  died  at  this  house  a few  weeks  ago. 
Total  then  12. 

If  three  bedrooms  were  available  these  would 
move.  But  if  any  houses  come  empty 
tenants  are  not  taken  with  large  families. 


43  4 

(2  bedrooms). 


Rent  3/6  per  week. 

Occupied  by  a family  of  1 1,  viz. 
Three  beds — 


Front  bedroom — (i)  Father,  mother,  and  boy  aged  6. 

(2)  Four  girls  (two  at  top  and  two  at 
bottom). 

Back  bedroom— (3)  Three  eldest  boys. 

Baby  in  cradle. 

Fairly  clean  people. 

49  2 Rent  3/3  per  week. 

(t  bedroom).  Occupied  by  a family  of  five. 

Two  beds — 

(1)  Father,  mother,  and  three-year-old 

girl. 

(2)  Two  children. 

Clean,  but  very  poor;  short  of  food.  Husband 
earns  per  week  at  Blackpool  (boiler 
cleaner). 


Instances  of  Houses  not  Technically  Overcrowded 


Ref  No.  No.  of  Rooms. 

6 4 

(on  above  basis). 

Occupied  by  a family  of  ei^ht  persons. 

(2  bedrooms). 

Father  and  mother, 

Five  daughters,  30,  22,  17,  15,  and  12. 

One  son  aged  20  years. 

13  4 

Occupied  by  two  families  of  eight  persons. 

(2  bedrooms). 

Father  and  mother. 

Two  sons,  14  and  3 years. 

Two  daughters,  10  and  5 years. 

Sister-in-law  and  her  son. 

19  4 

Occupied  by  seven  persons. 

(2  bedrooms). 

Father  and  mother. 

Son  17  years. 

Daughter  19  years. 

Mother’s  brother. 

Father’s  sister,  with  boy  aged  i year. 

19  4 

Occupied  by  eight  persons,  viz.  : — 

(2  bedrooms). 

Father  and  mother, 

Two  sons,  grown  up. 

One  daughter,  grown  up. 

Married  daughter  and  husband  and  their 
child. 

31  4 

Occupied  by  seven  persons,  viz.  : — 

(2  bedrooms). 

Father  and  mother. 

Three  sons,  30,  25,  and  18  years. 

Man  and  wife  (lodgers). 

Two  distinct  families. 


Streets  in  which  mure  than  one  case  of  Overcrowding  was 

Found. 


No.  of 

Overcrowded  Houses. 


No.  of  Houses 
in  Street. 


Ward.  Name  of  Street. 

Mo'orside. . .Boundary  Street 3 15 

Moorside.. .Paradise  Street 5 64 

Moorside. . .Pump  Street 4 3^ 

Moorside. . .Clarendon  Street 3 27 

East Queen  Street 5 54 

East Kay  Street 13  73 

East Deal  Street  2 62 

East Percy  Street 2 19 

East Cobden  Street 2 14 

East Plantation  Square 3 7 

East Back  Barrett  Street 2 7 


East 

.Badger  Street 

0 

49 

Church 

.Frederick  Street 

. 5 .... 

56 

Chii rrh  . . . . 

. Edward  Street  

2 

70 

Church. . .. 

.VVyndham  Street 

2 

78 

Church. . .. 

.South  Garden  Street  

2 

79 

Church  . 

.East  Street  

7 

7c 

Redvales. 

..Alfred  Street  (old  portion) 

/ " 

• 3 ••• 

/ 0 

20 

Redvales. 

..Buckley  Wells  

2 

47 

Redvales . 

. .W^ells  Street 

2 

10 

Elton 

..Crosto'us  Road 

'X 

II-:! 

Elton 

..Portland  Street 

0 ' • • 

2 

26 

Elton 

..Mill  Street  (Bolton  Road) 

. 5 ... 

23 

Elton 

..Hardman  Street 

2 

4Q 



Elton 

..  Livsey  Street 

. 3 ... 

28 

It  will  be  seen  that  most  overcrowded  houses  were  found  in 
Kay  Street,  Freetown,  the  next  in  order  being  East  Street,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Mosses,  the  numbers  being  13  out  of  73 
houses  (nearly  18  per  cent.)  in  Kay  Street,  and  seven  out  of  75 
houses,  or  nine  per  cent.,  in  East  Street.  The  highest  percentages, 
however,  were  found  in  the  smaller  streets,  e.g.,  three  out  of  seven 
houses  in  Plantation  Square  (or  nearly  43  per  cent.)  and  two  out 
of  seven  houses  in  Back  Barrett  Street,  or  28  per  cent. 
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1 he  above  table  also  shows  the  fact  that  the  overcrowding'  in 
the  borough  is  pretty  universally  distributed  throughout  the  various 
wards  (excluding  Common  Lodging  Houses  and  Furnished  Rooms, 
the  majority  of  which  are  situated  in  Church  Ward). 

Rents  of  Houses  Examined. 

The  weekly  rentals  paid  averaged  Irom  2/6  to  3/9,  but  rents 
ol  1/6  and  i/io  were  said  to  be  paid  lor  some  houses  investigated. 
Overcrowding,  however,  is  not  confined  to  houses  with  the  lowest 
rentals. 


Insanitary  Property. 


At  the  present  time  the  number  of  insanitarv  houses  in  the 
various  wards  is  approximately  as  follows  : — 


Moorside 

East 

Church 
Redvales. 
Elton...  . 


9 houses. 
15  houses. 
29  houses. 
34  houses. 
32  houses. 


Total 1 19 

These  houses  are  those  which  from  their  structure,  position,  or 
surroundings,  can  not  be  rendered  sanitary.  Considerable  hard- 
ship would  result  to  the  occupants  if  these  houses  were  immediately 
closed,  owing  to  insufficient  housing  accommodation.  If  turned 
out  of  these  houses,  the  inhabitants  would  either  go  to  overcrowd 
other  houses  or  descend  to  Furnished  Rooms,  and  I think  that 
any  measures  which  tend  to  induce  this  last  state  of  things  should 
be  avoided. 

The  evils  which  might  be  expected  to  result  from  the  condition 
of  a few  of  the  houses  have  been  in  great  part  obviated  by  their 
rural  or  semi-rural  surroundings. 
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Back-to-back  Houses. 

The  number  of  back-to-back  houses  in  the  various  wards, 
including  single  houses  with  no  back  doors  or  through  ventilation, 
is  as  follows  : — ■ 


Moorside 

East  ...  . 
Church. . . 

Redvales 

Elton  ... 


79  houses. 

1 13  houses. 
183  houses. 

182  houses. 

249  houses. 


Total 806 


Included  in  the  Elton  Ward  statistics  are  13  houses  at  the 
Old  Militia  Barracks,  which,  although  not  back-to-back,  are 
single  houses. 

About  one  half  of  the  insanitary  houses  in  the  previous  list  are 
of  the  “ back-tO'-back  ” or  “ single  ” type  ; all  such  houses  however 
should  in  course  of  time,  be  either  abolished  when  more  suitable 
or  more  sanitary  accommodation  can  be  provided,  or  be  converted 
into  “ through  houses.” 

Houses  in  the  Borough. 

The  subjoined  table  will  give  information  as  to  the  relative 
number  of  houses  of  various  classes  in  the  Borough  in  the  respec- 


five  wards  : 

Ward. 

Houses,  1907. 

Houses 
Census,  1901. 

Increase 
since  1901. 

Houses  rated 
at  gross  £9  I os. 
and  under. 

Houses  rated 
from  gross 
£10  to  gross 
£16. 

Moorside 

...  3438  .. 

• 3143  • 

. . 295 

...  2243  . 

• ■ 851 

East 

. . . . 2018 

2663 

••  255 

2164 

..  521 

Church  .. 

■ 1^33 

• 1536  • 

..  97 

927  . 

••  372 

Redvales 

...  2637  .. 

• 2374  . 

• • 263 

...  1378  . 

..  856 

Elton 

...  3134  .. 

. 2976  . 

..  158 

1981 

• • 954 

13760 

12692 

1068 

8693 

3554 

The  houses  rated  at 

gross  £() 

I os.  od., 

rateable  £y 

I os.  od.. 

and  under  these  amounts,  will  represent  rentals  up  tO'  and  including 
4/6  per  week;  such  houses  will  not  have  more  than  four  rooms. 
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The  houses  rated  gross  ;£,’io  (rateable  ;£,'8J  up  to  gross  ^,^16  (rate- 
able ^,13  los.)  will  roughly  represent  rentals  of  over  4/6  per 
week  up  to  about  7/-  per  week;  probably  those  up  to  about  5/6 
per  week  will  have  hve  rooms  (three  bedrooms)  and  over  that 
rental  six  rooms  (three  living  and  three  bedrooms). 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  (13,760),  is 
therefore  made  up  of  8,693  houses  rated  at  los.  od.  gross  and 
under,  3,554  rated  at  p£,To  to  ;/T6  gross,  and  1,513  houses  of  over 
/;i6  gross. 

Building  Operations. 

Information  received  from  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Depart- 
ment shows  that  from  April  ist,  igo6,  to  March  31st,  1907,  73 
houses  were  certihed  for  occupation  ; also  that  plans  of  59  houses 
have  been  approved  from  x\pril  ist,  1907,  to  the  August  Council 
meeting.  There  is  therefore  some  activity  in  building  houses,  but 
it  is  very  unlikely  that  any  of  these  new  houses  will  be  let  at  4/6 
per  week  or  less,  and  are  therefore  outside  the  means  of  the  people 
under  consideration. 

Empty  Houses. 

It  may  conhdently  be  asserted  that  there  are  no  cottage  houses 
in  a reasonable  sanitary  condition  near  the  centre  of  the  town  to 
let  at  the  present  time ; if  a convenient  house  becomes  vacant  there 
are  large  numbers  of  applicants  for  the  tenancy  immediately. 

Conclusion. 

I need  hardly  state  that  the  above  report  cannot  be  considered 
as  including  all  instances  of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough,  but  I 
think  it  will  serve  to  indicate,  to  a certain  degree  at  any  rate,  the 
extent  of  the  evil,  and  the  urgent  need  for  remedial  measures  at  an 
early  date. 

BUILDING  OPERATIONS  DURING  1907. 

During  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1907,  plans  of  124 
dwelling-houses  were  passed  by  the  Council;  12  of  these  were  for 
semi-detached  houses. 

During  the  year  58  new  houses  were  certified  as  fit  for 
occupation. 
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CLEANSING  DEPARTflENT. 


Collection  of  Refuse. ^ — The  emptying  of  ashpits,  pails,  and 
mill  tanks  has  been  fairly  satisfactorily  carried  out  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  notices  received  for  the  emptying  of  ashpits  shows 
a satisfactory  reduction,  this  number  being  273,  whereas  in  igo6 
the  number  of  notices  received  was  628.  Still  further  improvement 
is  necessary,  although  the  variable  nature,  number,  and  situation 
of  the  various  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  Borough,  in  a great 
degree,  militate  against  any  satisfactory  block  system  of  removal. 
There  are  still  very  many  streets  in  which  every  type  of  convenience 
may  be  found — pails,  midden  privies,  or  midden  ashpits,  waste- 
water  closets  and  fresh-water  closets  (the  latter  may  be  associated 
with  dry  ashpits),  or  portable  or  fixed  ashbins.  The  least  satis- 
factory branch  of  the  collection  of  refuse  is  that  from  the  houses 
in  the  “ added  areas,”  where,  owing  to  differential  rating,  property 
owners  are  themselves  responsible  for  the  emptying  of  the  ashpits, 
although  the  Corporation  on  request  will  undertake  this  work ; 
unfortunately,  this  often  leads  to  frequent  visits  tO'  one  and  the 
same  street,  as  the  requests  of  the  property  owners  are  made  at 
irregular  intervals.  One  of  the  most  satisfactory  branches  of  the 
Department  has  proved  to  be  the  collection  of  ivaste  paper.  This 
system  is  being  more  and  more  appreciated  by  shopkeepers,  as  well 
as  by  householders,  and  the  quantity  collected  (208  tons)  shows  an 
increase  of  76  tons  on  the  amount  collected  in  igo6.  The  work  is 
becoming  better  organised  and  may  lead  to  future  extension. 

Disposal  of  Refuse. — The  disposal  of  the  ashpit  refuse  con- 
tents has  not  been  so  satisfactory  during  the  year,  there  being  a 
smaller  percentage  of  loads  of  refuse  burnt  at  the  Fernhill 
destruetor,  with  a proportionate  increase  in  the  number  of  loads 
deposited  on  the  various  tips.  8,494  loads  were  conveyed  to  the 
Fernhill  destructor,  while  4,003  loads  were  conveyed  to  the  various 
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tips  ; the  percentage  of  loads  removed  tO'  the  destructor  being  there- 
fore less  than  68  of  the  whole,  whereas  in  1906  the  percentage  ol 
loads  removed  to  the  destructor  was  nearly  74.  The  reason  lor 
this  has  been  two-fold — hrstly  owing  to  the  closing  of  many  of  the 
cells  lor  repairs,  and  secondlv  the  smaller  amount  of  refuse 
cremated  per  cell.  With  regard  to  the  tips^  these  are  of  two  classes, 
and  are  situate  at  the  outskirts  of  the  Borough  ; in  the  former  class 
reluse  is  deposited  in  some  convenient  place  and  subsequently  used 
by  neighbouring  farmers  for  manurial  purposes,  in  the  second  class 
the  reluse  is  deposited  and  remains  permanently.  To  the  former 
class  no  objection  can  be  raised  in  the  absence  of  effluvium  nuisance 
to  neighbouring  dwelling-houses,  but  to  the  latter  very  strong 
objections  can  be  made.  During  the  year  numerous  objections 
to  these  tips  have  been  received,  and  the  sooner  other  arrangements 
are  made  for  dealing  with  this  refuse  the  better.  The  contents  of 
the  pail  closets  and  mill  tanks  In  the  Borough  are  disposed  of  on 
the  land  of  neighbouring  farmers.  Markets’’  refuse^  containing  a 
large  amount  of  vegetable  matter,  has  been  deposited  In  a satisfac- 
tory place,  and  subsequently  fetched  by  farmers  and  others  for 
manurial  purposes. 

Conversion  oE  Midden  Ashpits  and  Pail  Closets. — The 
number  of  conversions  during  the  year  shows  a diminution  of 
82  on  the  number  for  1906,  although  the  number  of  fresh-water 
fittings  which  have  replaced  the  midden  ashpits  or  pails  shows  an 
increase  of  nine ; the  number  of  waste-water  closets  converted 
shows  a diminution  of  91.  This  latter  decrease  may  be  attributed 
to  the  altered  policy  of  the  Health  Committee  in  declining  to 
provide  fittings  for  waste-water  closets  as  hitherto.  Although 
waste-water  closets  may  have  certain  advantages,  such  as  economy 
in  water  and  absence  of  liability  to  freeze,  yet  from  a sanitary 
standpoint  these  structures  cannot  be  compared  with  the  fresh- 
water closets.  A considerable  amount  of  the  time  of  one  or  other 
of  the  disinfectors  or  drain  testers  is  taken  up  in  dealing  with 
stoppages,  &c. , of  these  waste-water  closets.  During  the  year 
H.  Mitchell  visited  267  waste-water  closets  for  the  purpose  of 
unstopping  them,  some  of  them  having  to  be  visited  several 
times.  These  structures  continue  to  be  erected  in  the  yards  of  new 
houses. 
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Evils  of  Ashpits. — The  evils  connected  with  ashpits  are  now 
universally  admitted  by  sanitary  and  cleansing  authorities,  even 
the  so-called  dry  ashpits  become  the  receptacles  of  rags,  hsh  heads, 
and  many  offensive  materials  ; they  serve  as  breeding  grounds  for 
rats,  mice,  and  insects  (especially  the  house  fly),  and  also  resorts 
of  cats.  The  pail  system  in  our  town  is  little,  if  any,  better ; the 
worst  type  of  sanitary  convenience  is  the  midden  privy,  or  midden 
ashpit.  I know  of  no  measure  more  likely  to  improve  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  than  the  abolition  of  these 
structures.  Financially  also  in  the  removal  of  ashes,  &c. , there 
would  be  ultimately  a saving  in  the  collection ; the  variety  of 
sanitary  conveniences  in  the  town  conduces  neither  to^  health  or 
economy,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Health  Department  will  receive 
more  encouragement  in  their  efforts  for  the  conversion  of  these 
insanitary  structures. 

Limewashing  of  Ashpits. — With  a view  of  diminishing  at 
least  some  of  the  evils  associated  with  privy  middens,  a system 
of  limewashing  the  interiors  of  these  structures  was  commenced 
during  the  year,  and  was  much  appreciated  by  the  householders  as 
well  as  by  the  men  employed  in  the  Ashpit  Department.  Ashpits  in 
connection  with  1,710  houses  were  limewashed,  as  well  as  several 
courts  and  open  yards. 

Street  Scavenging. — The  system  of  cleansing  the  streets 
during  the  night,  from  April  to  October,  was  continued  as  in  the 
preceding  year,  with  satisfactory  results.  Wet  cleansing  is  now 
the  watchword  of  street  sweeping;  also'  the  amount  of  sand,  &c. , 
used  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  horse  traffic  safe  on  the  wood 
pavement  and  granite  setts  has  been  reduced  in  quantity  as  far  as 
possible,  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  traffic.  The  electrically- 
driven  water  car  continued  to  do'  admirable  work  during  the  year, 
although  not  required  as  much  as  usual  during  the  wet  summer. 
Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  cleaning  of  street  gullies  during 
the  diarrhoea  season,  water,  to  which  a soluble  disinfectant  had  been 
added,  being  used  after  cleansing  to  seal  the  gulley  traps.  There 
are  still  many  untrapped  street  gullies  in  the  Borough.  Notice  was 
sent  to  the  Borough  Engineer  regarding  33  of  these  which  had 
fixed  grids,  rendering  cleansing  impossible. 


Public  Conveniences  and  Urinals. — The  underground  con- 
venience (Lavatory,  Water  Closets,  and  Urinals)  mentioned  in  my 
Report  for  1906  was  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
is  a thoroughly  up-to-date  structure,  supplying  a long-felt  v/ant  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  and  to  visitors.  On  the  completion 
of  this  convenience  an  unsightly  iron  urinal,  situated  in  proximity, 
was  demolished.  The  public  ladies’  lavatory,  which  is  a most 
essential  structure  in  every  town,  is  situate  in  contiguity  to  the 
new  Market,  where  the  necessary  privacy  is  obtained.  In  addition 
to  the  new  underground  urinal,  there  are  23  other  urinals  in  the 
Borough  ; as  regards  the  cleansing  of  these,  four  are  htted  with 
automatic  Hushing  apparatus,  while  16  are  hand-hushed,  and  three 
have  no  water  supply  in  connection  with  them.  It  has  been 
decided  by  the  Health  Committee  that  the  necessary  taps  for  the 
supply  ol  water  be  provided  for  the  latter.  The  Health  Executive 
Committee  met  several  times  during  the  year  and  considered  the 
question  of  improving  the  structural  conditions  of  three  urinals, 
and  it  was  decided  to  practically  rebuild  these  places  ; the  altera- 
tions had  not  been  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but,  when 
hnished,  they  will  be  a decided  improvement  from  a sanitary 
standpoint. 


DL>0T:)T7T  1 TTT'i  Q 'I' O T7  T7  \ A T A 'T  TT  U T V A L? 


V 


r ■ 


:■ 


3!; 


> 


Combined  Street  Watering  and  Sweeping  Machine. 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS,  1907. 


DISEASES. 

AGES. 

ALL 

AGES. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

75 

85 

Measles  

3 

8 

11 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

.. 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

10 

Wli Doping  Cough 

12 

14 

1 

27 

Diphtheria  

1 

5 

4 

10 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

i 

1 

1 

R 

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery  

9 

•% 

X 

1 

1 

2 

14 

Syphilis 

2 

, . 

, . 

1 

1 

, , 

4 

Erysipelas  

. . 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  

4 

2 

6 

Stomatitis  

4 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  Brain 

2 

2 

3 

7 

Tuberculosis  of  Larynx  

1 

1 

2 

Phthisis 

2 

4 

7 

5 

11 

16 

15 

4 

1 

1 

66 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  

4 

4 

, , 

1 

2 

1 

1 

13 

General  Tuberculosis  

1 

1 

2 

4 

Other  forms  Tuberculosis 

i 

1 

Thrush 

1 

1 

Acute  Alcoholism 

, , 

. . 

• • 

2 

2 

Chronic  Alcoholism 

i 

1 

2 

Osten-ai'tbritis  .... 

1 

1 

'2 

4 

Cancer  

3 

7 

25 

13 

'4 

52 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

. . 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Ansemia  

i 

3 

1 

2 

7 

Pi'ftma.tnve  Birth 

19 

19 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

1 

Debility  at  Birth  

2 

• . . 

2 

Atfilee.fasis  .. 

7 

7 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  .... 

1 

i 

2 

Spina  Bifida 

1 

1 

Want  of  Breast  Alilk 

1 

1 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus  . 

27 

27 

Dentition 

4 

2 

. - 

. . 

6 

Rickets 

2 

2 

Old  Age,  Senile  Decay 

6 

20 

42 

9 

77 

Convulsions 

16 

6 

. , 

1 

1 

24 

Meningitis  

3 

5 

6 

Annnlexv 

1 

I 

4 

16 

13 

3 

38 

Softening  of  Brain 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

Hemiplegia  ..  

. . 

. . 

2 

4 

4 

10 

General  Paralysis  of  Insane  . . . . 

i 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Other  forms  of  Ins  nity 

. . 

. . 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Cerebral  Tumour 

1 

, , 

1 

Enilepsv  

2 

1 

3 

1 

n 

i 

Locomotor  Ataxy . . . . 

2 

. . 

2 

Peripheral  Neuritis 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Paralysis  . . ... 

1 

2 

3 

Cerebral  Congestion 

1 

1 

Otitis  . . . 

1 

1 

Endocarditis  

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

13 

Hypertrophy  of  Heart 

, . 

i 

1 

A nenrisin  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Embolism,  Thrombosis  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Phlehi  t is 

i 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Heart  & Vessels. 

2 

2 

4 

14 

26 

34 

27 

’3 

106 

Arterial  Degeneration  

> . 

1 

1 

\ tliprmTia 

1 

1 

Laryngitis  

1 

. . 

. . 

. . 

1 

Catarrh  

. . 

. 

. . 

. . 

1 

, , 

1 

Acute  Bronchitis  

22 

11 

2 

1 

2 

3 

6 

47 

Chronic  Bronchitis  ...  

4 

8 

12 

19 

9 

1 

55 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

. . 

1 

. . 

1 

1 

3 

5 

11 

Lobular  Pneumonia 

13 

6 

1 

. . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

25 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

. . 

1 

1 

4 

5 

5 

1 

1 

22 

Pleurisy  

1 

1 

Fibroid  Phthisis 

• • 

i 

1 

Ga  ngrene  of  T.ungs  

, , 

, , 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

160 

67 

10 

J^4_ 

10 

15 

32 

64 

90 

139 

130 

70 

10 

811 

86 


TABLE  I . — Continued. 

SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS,  1907. 


DISEASES. 


AGES. 


160  i 67 


Totals  brought  forward. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Other  Diseases  of  Stomach 

Enteritis  

Appendicitis  

Obstruction  of  Intestine  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Intestine 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver  .... 

Peritonitis  

Other  Diseases,  Digestive  System 
Ulceration  Cervical  Glands  . . . 

Goitre  

Acute  Nephritis  

Bright’s  Disease  

Diseases  of  Bladder  & Prostate. 

Pyomphrosis  

Diseases  of  Ovaries  

Diseases  of  Uterus  & App’ndag’s 
Puerperal  Convulsions  . 
Puerperal  Thrombosis . . . 

Other  Diseases,  Pregnancy  and 
Childbirth 

Extra  Uterine  Pregnancy  . . . 
Induction  Premature  Labour 
Arthritis,  Ostitis,  Periostitis 

Spinal  Abscess  

Eczema 

Pemphigus 

Elephantiosis 

Accidents  and  Negligence 

In  Vehicular  Traffic 

On  Railways  

By  Machinery 

Burns  and  Scalds 
Poisons,  Poisonous  Vapour 

Surgical  Narcosis 

Drowning 

Suffocation,  Otherwise  , 

Falls  not  specified  . . . 
Otherwise,  not  stated. . . 
Suicides  : 

By  Poison  

By  Drowning  

By  Cut  or  Stab 

Ill-defined  & Unspecified  Causes 


Grand  Totals . . . , 


10 


1 

2 


10 


15 


14 


181 


73 


11 


10 


20 


15 


25  35 


32 


16 


20 


25 


64 


50 


45 


90 

1 

2 


139 

1 

1 

1 


75 


103 


55 


65  75 


130 

1 

2 


70 


85 


10 


154  143 


77 


11 


•<1  o 


311 


6 

10 

7 

3 
12 

4 

5 

4 

5 
2 
1 
1 
4 
7 
1 
1 
3 
1 
3 
3 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

1 

3 

3 
1 
1 
2 
1 

4 
1 

1 

3 

4 
6 
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TABLE  II. 

Table  showing  Number  of  Deaths  and  Rates  per  looo  of  the  Population  of  the  Principal  Infectious  Diseases 

for  the  past  Ten  Years. 
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Smallpox  ... 

Measles 

Whooping  C. 

Scarlet  F’v’r 

Diphtheria  .. 

Fever 

Puerperal  F. 

Erysipelas  .. 

Diarrhoea  . . . 

Influenza  ... 
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TABLE  III. 


The  following-  is  a Census  of  the  Sanitary  Conveniences 
within  the  Borough,  a comparison  being  made  with  those  of  the 
preceding  years  : — 


1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

Number  of  privies 

Number  of  ashpits  in  connec- 

1318... 

4465... 

4682 . . 

. 5016... 

5278 

2782 

tion  with  privies 

2308. . . 

2370... 

2480.  . 

. 2635... 

Number  of  pails  

Number  of  dry  ashpits  in  con- 

619. . . 

648, . . 

689.  . 

. 714... 

784 

nection  with  pails 

327... 

341... 

35^- • 

• 365--- 

391 

Number  of  mill  tanks 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets 

19... 

22 . . . 

25.. 

35-- 

41 

(outside) 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets 

1977... 

1847... 

I723-- 

. 1478.. 

, 1243 

(inside)  

794... 

793- ■■ 

739- ■ 

• 73I-- 

• 723 

Number  of  waste  water 

closets  

2644. . . 

2517... 

2317. 

. . 2083.. 

. 1789 

Number  of  dry  ashpits  in 

connection  with  water 

closets  ...  

1671... 

1610.  . . 

14909 

••  I335-- 

• 1154 

Number  of  bins  in  connection 

with  water  closets 

863... 

776... 

690. 

624.. 

. 492 

Work  Performed  in  the  Nightsoil  Department  during  the  Year 
1907,  ALSO  Comparison  with  the  Three  Preceding  Years. 

1907  1906  1905  1904 

Number  of  ashpits  in  connection 

with  privies  emptied 23012 .. .25481 .. .26566. . .25886 

Number  of  loads  removed  from 

same 9792 ...  T0407. .,  12  158. ..  12962 

Number  of  loads  removed  from  dry 

ashpits 2705...  2612...  2308...  2584 


Number  of  barrels  of  excreta 

removed  from  pail  closets,  Nc 814...  837...  953. 953 

Number  of  notices  received  for 

ashpits  to  be  emptied 273...  628...  763...  1122 
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table  III — Continued. 

Amount  of  Waste  Paper  Collected. 

T.  c.  Q. 

19^4 30  II  I 

94  7 o 

1906  131  18  3 

1907  208  17  2 

Disposal  of  Refuse. 

During-  the  year  12,497  loads  of  refuse  have  been  removed 
from  ashpits,  and  these  have  been  disposed  of  as  follows  — 

To  the  Destructor  at  Fernhill 8494 

To  the  various  tips 4003 

The  following  are  the  weights  of  the  refuse  taken  to  the 
Fernhill  Destructor  : — 

T.  c.  Q, 

Flousehold  refuse 12230  5 o 

Market  refuse  116  10  o 

Fish  and  other  refuse  453  i 2 

12799  2 

Average  weight  per  load  (1907)  i 8 3 

Average  weight  per  load  (1906)  i 7 i 

Scavenging. 

Loads  of  sweepings  collected 3412 

Watering  of  Streets. 

In  addition  to  the  water  spread  by  the  electric  water  car, 
457  barrels  of  water  have  been  spread  on  the  principal  streets 
during  the  year. 
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TABLE  IV. 

List  of  Registered  Midwiyes,  corrected  to  February  ist, 
1908  : — ' 

Nabb,  Mrs.  Esther,  i,  Regent  Street, 
t Benson,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  2,  Britain  Street. 

Benson,  Mrs.  Sarah,  37,  Fairy  Street, 
t Booth,  Mrs.  Sarah,  280,  Tottington  Road. 

*Carrington,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane,  4,  Richard  Burch  Street. 

Cook,  Mrs.  Louisa,  46,  Holland  Street,  Radcliffe. 

Cotterill,  Mrs.  Sophia,  loS,  Wash  Lane. 
tr3odd.  Miss  Emily,  130,  Walmerslev  Road. 

*Fegan,  Miss  S.  G.,  Union  Hospital,  JerichO'. 

Hardman,  Mrs.  Isabella,  27,  Bambury  Street. 

Ingham,  Mrs.  Julia,  98,  Taylor  Street. 

Isherwood,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  9,  Shepherd  Street. 

*James,  Mrs.  Annie,  251,  Bolton  Road. 

Morrison,  Mrs.  Louisa,  52,  Manchester  Old  Road. 

*Parker  Spann,  Miss  Fanny,  Union  Hospital,  Jericho. 

Pickup,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann,  4,  Eldon  Street. 

JRostron,  Mrs.  Harriet,  48,  East  Street. 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Ellen,  35,  Union  Square. 

*Washington,  Mrs.  Maggie,  130,  Market  Street,  Tottington. 
Wiley,  Mrs.  Ellen,  20,  School  Street. 

<> 

* Trained  and  certificated  by  examination. 

t Has  received  some  training,  but  has  passed  no  examination. 
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TABLE  V. 


List  of  Registered  Keepers  oe  Common  Lodging-houses, 
190  7 : — 

Hoyle,  William  and  James,  26  and  28,  Clerke  Street. 

Vipond,  John,  7,  9,  and  ii,  Clerke  Street. 

Leg’gfett,  Edward,  ii,  Parkhills  Street. 

WhitehoLise,  Sarah,  14,  Earl  Street. 

Hanson,  John,  52,  Union  Square. 

Crossley,  Benjamin,  18,  Union  Street. 

Hindle,  James,  4,  6,  8,  10,  and  12,  Rochdale  Road. 

Dodd,  Lily,  16,  Union  Square. 

Griffin,  Lucy,  20,  Earl  Street. 

Miles,  Cornelius,  56,  Union  Square. 

Gough,  Eliza,  12,  John  Street. 

W^right,  Edwin,  38,  King  Street. 

Wright,  John,  41  and  43,  Union  Square. 

Johnstone,  Robert,  24,  Clerke  Street. 

Taylor,  Elizabeth  Alice,  25,  King  Street. 


92 


TABLE  VI. 

COPY  OF  RETURN  SUPPLIED  TO  THE  LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 


Borough  of  Bury. — Return  of  the  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during 
the  year  1907,  and  of  deaths  from  the  diseases  notified. 


Cases  Notified 
in  1907. 

Deaths 
Registered  in 
1907. 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

40 

1 

Diphtheria  

48 

^ 10 

Membranous  Croup  

i 

Typhus  Fever  

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  

18 

5 

Continued  Fever  

1 

— 

Relapsing  Fever  

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  

14 

6 

Cholera  

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

35 

1 

Plague  

Totals  

156 

23 

ALBERT  E.  BRINDLEY, 

Medical  Officer  ot  Health. 

Dated  February  4th,  1908. 
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TABLE  VM. 

DEATHS  FROM  PHTHISIS,  1907. 


Ward. 

Address. 

Sex. 

Age.  Occupation. 

East 

. 62,  Kay  Street 

F 

17 

Back  Tenter 

Elton 

14,  Hayward  Street  . . 

. M 

32 

Packer  (Papennill) 

Elton 

. 27,  Fairy  Street 

F 

15 

CottonWeaver 

Church 

. 1,  Back  Clerke  Street  . . 

. F 

38 

Wife 

Elton 

. 39,  Nevvbold  Street 

. F 

11 

Daughter 

Elton 

. 10,  Hinds  Street 

. iM 

45 

Cotton  Weaver 

Moorside 

. 26,  Canon  Street 

. M 

45 

Stonemason 

Redvales 

. 89,  Ingham  Street 

. M 

55 

Iron  Fitter 

East 

. 80,  Bell  Lane 

. F 

24 

Daughter 

Church 

. 44,  Union  Square 

. F 

53 

3Vidow 

Redvales 

. 47,  Nuttall  Street 

. F 

48 

Wife 

Elton 

. 77,  Ainsworth  Road 

. F 

44 

Widow 

East 

. 11,  Eden  Street 

. F 

21 

Cotton  Weaver 

Church 

Clerke  Street  (Union  Workhouse) 

. 31 

39 

Greengrocer 

Redvales 

10,  Irwell  Street 

. F 

17 

Daughter 

Redvales 

. 107,  Bolton  Street 

. E 

24 

Wife 

Elton 

113,  Bolton  Road 

M 

31 

Twister 

Moorside 

. 11,  Vernon  Street 

F 

33 

Widow 

Church 

. 14,  Union  Square 

. M 

32 

Coachman 

East 

6,  Paradise  Street 

. F 

14 

Daughter 

Elton 

55,  Charles  Street 

. F 

41 

Wife 

Redvales 

19,  Mason  Street 

F 

38 

Cotton  Weaver 

Redvales 

. 542,  Manchester  Road. . 

. F 

51 

Wife 

East 

. 22,  Bright  Street 

. 31 

22 

Labourer 

Church 

. 25,  Back  Garden  Street 

31 

48 

Labourer  (Papermill) 

Elton 

. 10,  Woodhill  Street 

. F 

23 

Cotton  Winder 

Church 

. 82,  Edward  Street 

. 31 

10 

Son 

Moorside 

. 8,  Buckley  Street 

M 

60 

Labourer  (Outdoor) 

Church 

. 65,  George  Street 

. 31 

31 

Railway  Porter 

Elton 

. 28,  Lord  Street 

. F 

36 

Wife 

Elton 

. 19,  Church  Street 

31 

68 

Gardener 

Church 

. 53,  Wyndham  Street  . . 

F 

30 

Wife 

Church 

. 31,  Parsons  Lane 

31 

52 

Stonemason 

Bast 

. Villiers  Street  iUnion  Workhouse) 

F 

2 

Daughter 

Redvales 

. 13,  Kershaw  Street 

31 

30 

Labourer  (Outdoor) 

Elton 

. 39,  Newbold  Street 

. M 

43 

Carter 

Moorside 

. Shaw’s  Yard  (Union  Workhouse) 

F 

56 

Wife 

East 

. 164,  Bell  Lane 

. 31 

13 

Son 

Church 

. 36,  South  Garden  Street 

31 

31 

Warehouseman  (Cotton) 

East 

. 31,  John  Street 

. F 

16 

Dressmaker 

Redvales 

. 13,  Shepherd  Street  . . . . 

31 

26 

Iron  Turner 

East 

. 19,  Ash  Street. . 

. F 

n 

Wife 

Moorside 

. 21,  Shaw’s  Yard 

. 31 

19 

Iron  Grinder 

Church 

. 44,  South  Garden  Street 

. M 

26 

Labourer  (Outdoor) 

Elton 

. Wood  Road  House 

31 19  mths.  Son 

Redvales 

Blackford  Bridge  (Union  Workhouse) 

F 

32 

Daughter 

Redvales 

. 43,  Heaton  Fold 

. F 

41 

Rover  (Cotton) 
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TABLE  VII.  — Contin tied. 

DEATHS  FROM  PHTHISIS, 


Ward. 

Address. 

Sex. 

Age.  Occupation. 

East 

12,  E-aby  Street 

..  F 

20 

Cotton  Weaver 

East 

265,  Rochdale  Road  . . 

..  F 

26 

Sorter  (Papermill) 

Moorside 

25,  Hilton  Street 

..  F 

19 

Cotton  Winder 

Elton 

180,  Walshaw  Road 

..  M 

51 

Papermaker 

Moorside 

Boundary  Street  (Union  Workhouse) 

..  M 

41 

Labourer 

Church 

24,  Clerke  Street  (Union  Workhouse) 

..  M 

46 

Labourer 

Elton 

114,  Walshaw  Road 

..  M 

51 

Spinner 

Church 

28,  Clerke  Street  (Union  Workhouse) 

..  M 

49 

Rag  Dealer 

Moorside 

27,  Richard  Burch  Street 

..  M 

78 

FormerlyBlaoksmith’s  Striker 

East 

9,  Pitt  Street  . . 

..  F 

35 

Wife 

Elton 

4,  Milton  Street 

..  F 

25 

Cardroom  hand 

Moorside 

29,  Haslam  Street 

..  F 

22 

Wife 

Elton 

16,  Mitchell  Street 

..  M 

55 

Cotton  Dyer 

Elton 

98.  Victoria  Street 

..  M 

30 

Cotton  Weaver 

Moorside 

315,  Walmersley  Road  . 

..  M 

50 

Retired  Iron  Manufacturer 

Bedvales 

Manchester  Road 

. . F 

39 

Xot  stated 

Church 

59,  Trinity  Street 

..  F 

58 

Wife 

East 

25,  Bond  Street 

..  M 

62 

Machine  Fitter 

East 

Union  Workhouse 

..  M 

31 

Labourer 

TABLE  VIII 


CHRONOLOGICAL  ORDER  OF 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907. 


WARD. 

ADDRESS.  SEX.  AGE.  DESCRIPTION. 

ORGAN 

AFFECTED. 

OCCUPATION. 

Elton 

20,  Crostons  Road 

F 

62 

Cancer 

Uterus 

Widow 

East 

56,  Rochdale  Old  Road 

F 

63 

Carcinoma  . . 

Cervices  Uteri 

Widow 

Moorside  . 

3,  Livsey  Court 

M 

64 

Carcinoma  . . 

Jaw 

Chimneysweep 

Redvales. . 

6,  Wells  St.  (Dispensary  .. 

F 

42 

Cancer 

Stomach 

Wife 

Moorside. . 

Hospital) 

26,  Mather’s  Row 

F 

66 

Malignant 

Liver 

Widow 

Moorside. . 

8,  Hudcar  Street 

M 

62 

Disease 

Cancer 

Stomach 

Hatter 

Moorside . . 

33,  Hudcar  St.  (Dispensary  . 

F 

57 

Cancer 

Cervix 

Widow 

Moorside. . 

Hospital) 

86,  Wahnersley  Road 

F 

73 

Carcinoma  . 

Cervix  Uteri  . 

Wife 

Church  . . 

70,  East  Street 

M 

53 

Cancer 

Oesophagus  . . 

Coach  Builder 

Church  . . 

77,  Spring  Street 

M 

75 

Cancer 

Stomach 

General  Dealer 

East 

Albert  Street  (Dispensary.. 

F 

69 

Malignant 

Intestinal 

Wife 

East 

Hospital) 

9,  Crescent  (Dnion  Work-  . 

M 

58 

Disease 

Cancer 

Liver 

Clogger 

East 

house) 

18,  Queen  Street 

F 

43 

Carcinoma  .. 

Uteri 

Wife 

Redvales . . 

67,  Dumers  Lane 

F 

55 

Cancer 

Cervix 

Wife 

Moorside . 

Union  Workhouse 

F 

57 

Cancer 

Tongue 

Widow 

Moorside. 

38,  Topping  Street 

F 

68 

Carcinoma  . . 

Stomach 

Wife 

Redvales . . 

12,  Frank  Street 

M 

75 

Carcinoma  . . 

Larynx 

Formerly 

Moorside. . 

18,  Clifton  Street 

F 

72 

Cancer 

Liver 

Licensed  Viet. 
Wife 

East 

Salisbury  Club 

F 

76 

Malignant  . 

(Esophagus 

Widow 

East 

16,  Stanley  Street 

M 

69 

Disease 

Cancer 

Prostate 

Stationer  and 

Redvales. . 

13,  Nuttall  Street 

F 

75 

Carcinoma  . . 

Stomach 

Tobacconist 

Widow 

Elton 

Chantlers 

M 

66 

Cancer 

Liver 

Labourer 

Moorside. 

5,  Kenyon  Street 

M 

55 

Malignant  . . 

Liver 

Cotton 

East 

7,  Brick  Street 

M 

78 

Disease 
Carcinoma  . 

Ventriculi  . . 

Operative 

We’v’rform’rly 

Church 

24,  George  Street 

M 

62 

Cancer 

Stomach 

Labourer 

Redvales . 

28,  Hill  Street 

M 

55 

Cancer 

Tongue 

Core  Maker 

Elton 

15,  Elton  Road 

M 

45 

Cancer 

Liver 

formerly 

Spinner 

Elton 
Church  . 

58,  Baker  Street 

6,  School  Brow 

F 

M 

46 

61 

Sarcoma 

Canc’rHepatic 

Cott’nOp’rat  ’e 
Registrar  of 

Moorside . 

. 40,  Vernon  Street 

F 

54 

Carcinoma  .. 

Stomach 

Births  & D’ths 
(Bury  South) 
Wife 

Elton 

. 19,  Bolholt  Terrace 

F 

61 

Cancer 

Intestinal 

Wife 

Moorside . 

. 45,  Salford  Street 

F 

69 

Cancer 

Stomach 

Widow 

Moorside . 

. 31,  Mount  Pleasant,  Wal- 

F 

55 

Cancer 

Liver 

Wife 

Elton 

mersley 
. 35,  Wood  Street 

F 

44 

Carcinoma  . . 

Uteri 

Wife 

Elton 

207,  Tottington  Road 

F 

59 

Carcinoma  . . 

Liver 

Wife 

Elton 

. 19,  Albion  Court 

M 

58 

Cancer 

Stomach 

Gas  Works 

East 

. 11,  Pitt  Street  (Dispensary . . 

M 

55 

Carcinoma  . . 

Thyroid 

Labourer 

CottonSpinner 

Redvales. 

Hospital) 

. 1,  Benson  Street 

F 

78 

Carcinoma  . . 

Liver 

Widow 

Elton 

. 30,  Mosley  Street 

M 

73 

Carcinoma  . . 

Stomach 

Cotton  Weaver 

Elton 

. 1,  Bolholt  Terrace 

F 

59 

Malignant 

Liver 

Wife 

Moorside 

. 10a,  Vernon  Street 

F 

69 

Disease 

Sarcoma 

ISasal 

Widow 

East 

. 13,  Chesham  Crescent 

F 

54 

Carcinoma  . . 

Mammary  . . 

Wife 

Church  . 

. 117,  George  Street 

M 

57 

Carcinoma 

Stomach 

Cotton  Weaver 

Elton 

22,  Tottington  Road 

F 

68 

Carcinoma  .. 

Rectum 

Wife 

Redvales. 

. 131,  Spring  Street 

F 

53 

Cancer 

Stomach 

Wife 

Church  . 

. 130,  Georgiana  Street 

F 

72 

Malignant 

Abdomen 

Housekeeper 

Moorside 

. Gardener’s  Cottage,  Ches- . . 

F 

65 

Tumour 

Malignant 

Ovary 

Wife 

Redvales . 

ham 

. 104,  Rochdale  Road 

F 

74 

Disease 

Cancer 

Rectum 

Widow 

Moorside 

. 48  Walmersley  Road 

M 

57 

Carcinoma  . . 

(Esophagus  . . 

Shoemaker 

Church  . 

. 39,  Union  Square 

M 

59 

(Carcinoma  . . 

(Esophagus  . . 

Scavenger 

Elton 

. 35  Wood  Street 

F 

47 

Carcinoma  . . 

Stomach 

Wife 

East 

. 267,  Rochdale  Road 

F 

51 

Carcinoma  .. 

Uteri 

Wife 

TABLE  IX. 

THE  BURY  AND  DISTRICT  JOINT  WATER  BOARD. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOROUGH  ANALYST. 


Analytical  Laboratories, 

54,  Arcade  Chambers,  St.  Mary’s  Gate, 

Manchester, 

January  22nd,  1908. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of 

the  Corporation  of  Bury. 


Gentlemen, 


In  accordance  with  Section  19  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  1875 — 1899,  I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  reports 
upon  the  various  samples  received  for  analysis  for  the  quarters 
ending  March  31st,  June  30th,  September  30th,  and  December 
31st,  1907. 


During  the  year  ending  December  3TSt,  1907,  I have  received 


from  your  Inspector,  Mr.  H.  C.  Cass,  12 1 
the  following  articles  : — 

Milk_ 

Butter 

Margarine 

Cheese  

Coffee  

Pepper 

Ginger  .. 

Spirits 

Beer  

Stout  


samples,  consisting  of 


43  samples. 

52 


5 

9 


4 

3 


I^Otal I2T 

All  these  samples  were  carefully  analysed,  and  found  to  be 
genuine,  and  no  trace  of  arsenic  was  found  in  the  beer  or  stout. 

The  percentage  of  adulterated  samples  for  the  years  190=^  and 
1906  was  10.6  and  7.0  respectively,  so  that  the  absence  of  any 
adulteration,  so  far  as  is  revealed  by  these  analyses,  must  be  a 
source  of  gratification  to  the  Committee. 


I remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 

THOS.  J.  HUTCHINSON,  F.I.C., 

Borough  Analyst. 
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INSPECTION  OF  CANAL  BOATS. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Parsons  Lane,  Bury. 

January  13th,  1908. 

To  Dr.  A.  E.  Brindley,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir, 

Canal  Boat  Acts,  1877  and  1884. 

Annual  Report  for  1907. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  year  1894  it  has  to  be  recorded  that 
no  boats  coming  under  the  reg'ulation  of  the  above  x^cts  have 
visited  the  wharf  at  Bury  Bridge. 

In  the  report  for  the  year  1906  I mentioned  the  decrease  in 
the  number  of  boats  of  the  registered  class  visiting  Bury,  and 
stated  that  I failed  to  see  that  any  increase  of  traffic  by  this  water- 
way was  to  be  expected,  owing  to  its  ownership  by  the  Railway 
Company,  whose  lines  serve  the  town. 


I am. 


\^ours  faithfully, 

SAMUEL  KAY, 


Inspector. 
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REPORT  OF  NURSE  WALTON, 


Public  Health  Department, 

Parsons  Lane,  Bury, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I begf  to  present  to  you  the  following  report,  being  a summary 
'of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  1907  : — 

Summary  of  Visits. 

1321  visits  to  houses  where  births  have  been  rep*istered. 

1 81  visits  to  houses  in  which  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  have  occurred. 

291  visits  to  workshops  where  women  are  employed. 

97  visits  to  homes  of  outworkers. 

237  house  to  house  visits  re  enquiry  as  to  overcrowding. 

680  visits  to  houses  in  which  cases  of  suspected  Measles,  Whoop- 
ing Cough,  Ringworm,  <S:c. , existed. 

35  visits  tO'  houses  for  disinfection  after  Phthisis  and  Puerperal 
Fever. 

14  visits  to  Puerperal  Fever  cases. 

26  visits  to  Phthisis  cases. 

29  visits  under  the  Shop  Hours  xAct. 

33  visits  under  the  Shop  Assistants’  (Seats)  Act. 

52  visits  to  delicate  and  neglected  babies  during  the  Summer 
Diarrhoea  season. 

ti6  visits  to  Midwives. 

7 visits  to  uncertified  women,  practising  as  Midwives,  who 
have  previously  been  cautioned. 


31 19  visits  in  all. 
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Births. — During  the  year  I have  been  able  to  obtain  informa- 
tion in  T,32i,  or  98.87  per  cent.,  of  the  total  (1,336)  births  regis- 
tered as  regards  the  feeding,  &c. , of  the  infants.  Advice  has  also 
been  given  where  necessary  with  regard  to  the  feeding  and  general 
care  of  the  children. 

Feeding.— 794,  or  59.43  per  cent.,  of  the  infants  were  being 
fed  naturally,  324,  or  24.25  per  cent.,  were  fed  by  the  bottle,  177, 
or  13.24  per  cent.,  being  fed  partly  by  breast  and  partly  by  bottle, 
and  14,  or  T.47  per  cent.,  were  being  fed  by  the  spoon. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  percentage  (24.25)  of 
the  bottle-fed  children  shows  a slight  increase  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year  (23.12),  and  much  less  than  in  the  year  1905. 

I am  pleased  to  find  there  is  a tendency  to  diminution  in  the 
number  of  the  old-fashioned  long  tube  feeding  bottles  used  in  the 
town. 

Of  the  1,336  births  registered,  124  died  before  the  end  of  the 
year.  Of  these  12,  or  9.67  per  cent.,  occurred  in  breast-fed 
children,  86,  or  69.35  cent.,  occurred  in  bottle-fed  children,  18, 
or  14.52  per  cent.,  occurred  in  children  partly  fed  by  breast  and 
partly  by  bottle,  and  eight,  or  6.46  per  cent.,  occurred  in  spoon-fed 
children.  Twenty-two  children  died  within  a few  hours  of  birth. 

Summer  Diarrhcea. — In  the  early  part  of  the  year  special  note 
was  made  of  the  bottle-fed,  delicate,  and  seemingly  neglected 
babies,  and  during  the  Diarrhcea  season  I revisited  all  such  cases, 
gave  the  necessary  advice  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  homes,  bottles, 
cSjc. , and  practical  instruction  in  the  preparation  of  infants’  foods. 
Particulars  were  taken  after  the  occurrence  of  deaths  from  this 
disease. 

Deaths. — ^181  deaths  have  been  recorded  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age.  The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  nature  of 
feeding  : — ■ 

126,  or  69.61  per  cent.,  were  bottle-fed. 

16,  or  8.83  per  cent.,  were  fed  naturally. 

19,  or  10.49  per  cent.,  were  partly  breast  and  partly 

bottle-fed. 

8,  or  4.42  per  cent.,  were  spoon-fed. 

22,  or  12.82  per  cent.,  died  almost  Immediately  afterbirth. 
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Of  the  above  deaths  (i8i)  six  were  attributed  to  Diarrhoea, 
and  from  the  information  obtained  it  was  found  that  five  occurred 
in  (tube)  bottle-fed  children,  and  the  other  was  breast-fed  for  the 
first  week  and  bottle-fed  for  three  weeks.  This  number  of 
Diarrhoea  deaths  is  exceedingly  small  as  compared  with  previous 
years. 

Occupation  of  Mothers. — In  56  instances  the  mother  was 
engaged  at  home,  and  in  113  cases  the  mother  was  engaged  at 
the  mill. 

Workshops. — ^During  the  year  I have  paid  291  visits  to  work- 
shops where  women  are  employed,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that 
the  conditions  under  which  the  work  is  carried  on  are  very  satis- 
factory as  regards  cleanliness,  light,  ventilation,  and  provision  of 
suitable  sanitary  conveniences. 


Shop  Assistants’  (Seats)  Act. — 33  visits  have  been  paid  to 
shops,  and  in  each  case  it  was  found  that  the  sections  contained 
in  the  above  Act  were  being  complied  with. 

Outworkers. — lo  lists  of  outworkers  were  received  during 
the  year  containing  45  names  and  addresses,  to  which  I have  paid 
57  visits.  In  the  majority  of  cases  I found  the  respective  rooms 
in  which  the  work  was  being  carried  on  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
In  a few  instances,  however,  I have  recommended  that  the  work- 
room be  cleansed  and  limewashed,  and  in  each  case  the  necessary 
work  has  been  carried  out. 


Overcrowding. — Several  cases  of  overcrowding  were  met  with 
during  my  house  to  house  visitation.  The  following  will  serve 
as  examples  — 

(i)  This  was  a four-roomed  house,  two  rooms  up  and  two 
down.  The  tenants  were  very  poor,  but  clean.  The  house  was 
occupied  by  : — ■ 


Father. 

Mother. 

Daughter 

Daughter  

Daughter 

Son 

Son 

Twins 

Mother  (Lodger)  .. 
Daughter  (Lodger) 
Son 


aged  15  years. 

j ) I®  j 5 

5 ) 7 > > 

5 ) , , 

) ) 3 ’ j 

,,  3 months. 

.aged  4 years. 

,,  16  ,, 


io6 

(2)  This  was  a four-roomed  house,  and  was  occupied  by  13 
persons,  nine  adults  and  four  children. 

Five  of  the  above  went  into  the  Union  Workhouse,  being 
unable  to  obtain  a small  house  or  furnished  rooms. 

In  many  other  reported  cases  of  overcrowding  the  chief  fault 
was  not  overcrowding,  but  insufficient  accommodation  for  separa- 
tion of  the  sexes,  as  in  many  cases  where  there  are  large  families 
and  only  two  sleeping  rooms,  such  separation  is  impossible. 

In  each  of  the  above  cases  the  houses  were  disinfected  and 
the  number  of  occupants  so  reduced  as  to  prevent  overcrowding. 

School  Notices. — The  number  of  notifications  received  from 
the  headmasters  of  schools  was  much  smaller  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

Voluntary  Notification  ok  Phthisis. — ^During  the  year  30 
fresh  cases  of  Phthisis  have  been  notified,  to  all  of  which  I have 
paid  visits.  Owing  to  the  cases,  in  most  instances,  not  being 
notified  until  the  disease  was  in  an  advanced  stage,  very  little 
could  be  done  beyond  giving  such  advice  as  is  necessary  for  the 
comfort  of  the  patient. 

The  gratuitous  supply  of  aseptic  handkerchiefs  is  much 
appreciated,  as  are  also  the  spitting  cups  (which  are  loaned)  and 
refills  for  the  latter. 

After  the  occurrence  of  death  from  this  disease,  an  endeavour 
was  made  to  have  the  rooms,  as  well  as  the  bedding,  Nc.,  used  by 
the  patient  disinfected,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  in  49 
instances  the  consent  of  the  occupier  of  the  house  was  obtained  for 
the  necessary  disinfection  to  be  carried  out. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently. 


LILIAN  E.  WALTON. 
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REPORT  OF  MEAT  INSPECTOR. 

■ ■ .1  I 

Public  Health  Department, 

Parsons  Lane,  Bury. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of 

the  County  Borough  of  Bury. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1907,  on  the  inspection  of  Meat,  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Bakehouses,  &c. 

During  the  yast  year  the  various  animals,  carcases,  &c. , 
passing  through  the  Public  Abattoirs,  have  been  carefully 
examined,  both  before  and  after  slaughter,  and,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  class  of  meat  retailed  in  the  Borough  has  been  of  a high 
standard,  and  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  past  few  years. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  pay  special  attention 
to  84  carcases,  of  which  number  62  were  affected  with  tubercufosis 
in  varying  degrees;  these  consisted  of  22  cows,  three  bulls,  ii 
heifers,  12  bullocks,  one  calf,  and  13  pigs.  The  remaining  22  were 
variously  affected,  as  will 'be  seen  from  the  appended  table. 

Of  the  cattle  affected  with  tuberculosis,  in  only  one  instance 
was  it  deemed  necessary  to  condemn  and  destroy  the  entire  carcase, 
the  disease  being  extensive  and  generalised ; in  one  instance  three 
quarters  and  the  whole  of  the  internal  organs ; in  six  instances 
portions  of  the  carcase  were  destroyed,  as  well  as  the  whole  of 
the  internal  organs,  while  the  remainder  were  carefully  stripped, 
and  such  of  the  internal  organs  as  proved  to  be  diseased  were 
destroyed.  Of  the  pigs  found  to  be  affected,  two  entire  carcases 
were  destroyed,  the  disease  being  generalised  : in  four  instances 
the  heads  and  portions  of  the  neck  or  forequarter;  and  in  the 
remainder  the  heads  and  such  of  the  internal  organs  as  were 
diseased. 
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The  number  of  pigs  found  affected  with  tuberculosis  shows  a 
considerable  decrease  from  the  previous  year,  being  13  against  21, 
and  of  these  it  is  noteworthy  that  of  the  affected  pigs  none  were 
Irish. 

No  case  of  contagious  disease  in  animals  has  been  reported 
during  the  year. 

In  several  instances  sides  of  beef  have  been  found  containing 
abscesses  in  the  lumbar  fat;  these,  with  the  surrounding  tissues, 
being  carefully  removed  and  destroyed.  One  case  of  actinomy- 
cosis was  discovered,  the  disease  being  confined  to  the  lower  jaws, 
the  parts  affected  being  removed  and  destroyed. 

It  was  also  found  necessary  to  condemn  and  destroy  the 
carcases  of  three  sheep  owing  to  extensive  pneumonia,  one  sheep 
affected  with  pneumonia,  and  two^  pigs  (these  having  died  or  been 
slaughtered  while  in  a moribund  condition),  and  also  the  following 
organs,  variously  affected,  viz.  : — 20^  beast  livers,  26  sheep  livers, 
14  pig  livers,  ii  beast  lungs,  six  sheep  lungs,  12  pig  lungs,  three 
beast  diaphragms,  one  beast  heart,  three  pig  and  two  sheep  hearts, 
and  one  beast  udder. 

On  three  occasions  I have  been  called  upon  to  inspect  carcases 
slaughtered  upon  farms  within  the  Rorough.  In  one  of  these  the 
animal  (a  heifer)  was  found  on  slaughter  to  have  suffered  from 
traumatic  inflammation  of  the  heart,  owing  to  the  penetration  of 
a needle  fromi  the  second  stomach.  The  carcase,  being  normal, 
was  passed  as  fit  for  food.  The  second  instance  was  owing  to  the 
breaking  of  a leg,  and  this  carcase  was  also  passed.  In  the 
remaining  case  the  carcase  (pig)  was  unfit  for  food,  and  was  con- 
demned and  destroyed  at  Fernhill. 

Enforced  slaughter  has  also  been  necessary  in  several 
instances  at  the  Abattoirs,  in  most  cases  slaughter  being  performed 
sLiflficiently  early  to  enable  the  carcase  being  passed  as  fit  for 
food. 
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In  every  instance  where  the  extent  or  nature  of  the  disease 
has  rendered  the  carcase  doubtful,  it  has  been  reported  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  his  advice  sought  thereon,  this 
necessitating  the  attendance  of  the  Medical  Officer  on  several 
occasions. 

During  the  year  the  butchers’  shops,  fish  shops,  &c.,  have 
been  regularly  and  frequently  visited,  the  meat,  fish,  &c. , coming 
under  observation  being,  with  few  exceptions,  of  satisfactory 
quality.  In  several  instances  my  attention  has  been  invited  to 
various  articles  of  food,  which  proved  to  be  in  an  unsound  condi- 
tion, these  comprising  i45lbs.  of  beef  and  mutton,  two  cases  of 
rabbits,  one  case  of  pig  plucks  (frozen),  one  box  of  pig  kidneys, 
and  25  beast  bellies,  feet  and  heads,  and  20  score  of  sheep  feet, 
these  being  removed  to  Fernhill  and  destroyed. 

I have  again  to  thank  the  various  tradesmen  with  whom  my 
duty  brings  me  in  contact,  for  the  courtesy  they  have  invariably 
extended  to  me,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  have  complied 
with  any  suggestions  as  to  the  destruction  of  diseased  or  unsound 
food. 


FARMS. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-six  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  farms 
in  the  Borough,  which  have  been  kept  in  a very  fair  state  of 
cleanliness.  Several  have  been  improved  and  brought  more  in 
accordance  with  regulations,  especially  as  regards  the  lighting, 
ventilation,  and  drainage,  a short  summary  of  which  is  given 
below. 

CiiESHAM  Fold  Farm. — The  entire  fioor  of  stalls  and  passages 
in  cowshed  taken  up  and  relaid.  Brick  on  edge,  grouted  with 
cement  for  stalls,  with  stone  curbs  to  channels  and  Ragged 
passages.  New  channels  discharging  on  to  trapped  gullies 
outside  cowshed,  and  thence  to  tank.  The  provision  of  four 
opening  windows.  New  drains  from  house  to  tank.  Reflagging 
and  draining  of  yard  to  house,  and  drains  laid  to  remove  overflow 
of  water  supply.  Walls  of  privy  repaired  and  re-pointed,  and 
offensive  pool  filled  up  (formerly  used  to  receive  drainage  from 
cowshed). 
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Cowshed  No.  2. — Floor  of  stalls  and  passages  relaid,  and 
channels  discharging  outside  cowshed  constructed.  New  drains 
thence  to  tank. 

Mawkin  Farm. — Repairs  to  roof  and  spouting. 

Goschen  Farm. — New  cowshed  built,  with  stalls  for  18  cattle, 
and  ample  cubic  space,  lighted  by  six  opening  windows,  ventilated 
by  same,  and  six  with  ventilators  in  roof.  Concrete  floors  and 
passages  and  wide  stone  channels  discharging  on  to  trapped  gullies 
outside  cowshed.  New  drains  to  tank.  Former  cowsheds  now 
used  as  provender  houses,  &c. 

PiGSDEN  Farm. — New  cowshed  built,  to  stall  16  cattle,  and 
lighted  by  four  opening  windows  ; ventilated  by  nine  small  opening 
windows  in  front  of  cattle,  and  four  outlet  ventilators  in  roof. 
Passages  and  stalls  paved  with  brick  on  edge,  with  wide  stone 
channels,  and  flagged  passage  behind  cattle.  Ample  cubic  space. 

No.  2 Cowshed. — New  floor,  concrete  stalls  and  passages,  two 
additional  opening  windows,  and  three  outlet  ventilators  in  roof. 
New  drains  to  tank,  &c. 

Seddon  Farm. — Three  loose  boxes,  new  stables,  well  lighted, 
ventilated,  and  paved  ; new  house  for  occupier,  with  drains  relaid, 
&c. 

Redvales  Farm. — ^Floor  of  large  barn,  used  for  keeping  pigs, 
taken  up  and  relaid  with  concrete,  floated  with  cement,  with 
proper  channels  for  the  removal  of  liquid. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a large  number  of  cowsheds  have 
had  the  ventilation  improved  by  the  fixing  of  outlet  ventilators  in 
the  roof. 


Carcases  found  to  be  affected  with  Disease. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

The  bakehouses  have  been  kept  under  observation,  and, 
generally  speaking,  have  been  carried  on  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
No  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Frequent  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  various  offensive  trade 
establishments  in  the  Borough.  No  complaints  have  been  received 
of  nuisance  arising  from  any  of  these. 


ICE  CREAM  SHOPS  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

These  have  been  kept  under  observation,  there  being  no  cause 
of  complaint. 


KNACKER’S  YARD. 

Regular  and  frequent  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Knacker’s 
Yard,  generally  three  times  weekly. 

The  business  has  been  carried  on  with  as  little  nuisance  as 
possible,  having  regard  to  the  nature  of  same. 

No  case  of  contagious  disease  has  been  discovered  on  these 
premises  during  the  year. 

The  returns  from  the  Knacker’s  Yard  are  : 222  cows  and 
315  horses.  Of  the  cattle,  97,  or  43.69  per  cent,  were  returned 
as  tuberculous;  87,  or  39.19  per  cent,  as  due  to  some  form  of 
inflammation;  and  38,  or  17.12  per  cent,  to  various  causes. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  OPENSHAW,  Cert.  San.  Inst. 

Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 
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REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  HAWORTH, 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 


Parsons  Lane,  Bury. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  following 
report  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the 
past  year. 

Apart  from  the  regular  routine  work,  which  from  the  tables 
you  will  see  has  been  carried  out,  the  epidemic  of  diphtheria  in 
the  Elton  district,  and  the  housing  question,  which  received 
much  comment  in  the  public  press,  demanded  a large  amount  of 
your  inspectors’  time  in  the  endeavour  to  check  the  spread  of  the 
disease,  and  in  obtaining  particulars  regarding  the  number  of 
occupants  in  the  small  houses ; both  questions  receiving  special 
attention  by  the  Medical  Officer,  who  has  issued  to  you  special 
reports  on  same.  There  appears  to  have  been  a large  increase 
in  the  number  of  houses  let  off  as  furnished  rooms,  this  being 
undoubtedly  caused  by  the  scarcity  of  low-rented  cottages.  1 he 
non-rrent  paying  tenants  being  de-housed,  and  as  no  other  houses 
were  to  be  got  they  have  had  to  resort  to  these  tenements.  In 
most  cases  the  rent  per  room,  which  varies  from  3s.  6d.  to  6s. 
per  week,  is  considerably  more  than  the  rent  of  the  cottages 
vacated.  The  rent  in  most  cases  in  this  class  of  houses  has  to  be 
paid  in  advance. 

As  regards  the  sanitary  improvements  effected  during  the  year, 
the  pulling  down  and  rearranging  the  several  nouses  in  Back  King 
Street  and  side  streets  leading  to  same,  will  no  doubt  have  a 
beneficial  effect,  as  more  free  air  space  has  been  given  to  the  houses 
situate  in  King  Street.  From  the  following  table,  which  shows 
the  number  of  water-closets  fixed  in  connection  with  old  property 
for  the  past  nine  years,  it  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a slight  decrease 


in  the  total  compared  with  the  previous  year,  viz.,  201,  against 
282  ; the  chief  reasons  for  this  being  that  owners  object  to  the 
putting  in  of  fresh  water-closets  on  account  of  the  additional  water 
rate  which  is  incurred,  and  as  the  Committee  have  decided  to  only 
grant  fresh  water-closets  in  future,  the  falling  off  in  the  number 
of  waste  water-closets  is  only  to  be  expected. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  conversions  which 
have  been  carried  out  during  the  past  nine  years 


Y ear- 

-1907 

1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

i9®3- 

1902. 

1901  . 

1900. 

1899. 

Fresh  Water  Closets.. 

121 

209 

191 

107 

107 

I18 

■37 

71 

Waste  Water  Closets 

70 

161 

204 

199 

120 

159 

14 

27 

64 

201 

282 

413 

390 

227 

266 

132 

■64  135 

The  only  advantage  which  the  waste  water-closet  has  over 
the  fresh  water-closet  is  the  non-freezing  of  pipes  in  the  winter  time. 
Ihe  disadvantages  from  the  sanitary  point  of  view,  and  which 
should  be  the  chief  point  to  us,  is  the  fouling  surface  of  the  pipes, 
which  receives  no  flushing.  They  are  most  objectionable  in  yards 
used  in  common  by  more  than  one  occupier,  on  account  of  the 
constant  blockage  by  their  misuse.  The  most  important  conver- 
sions which  have  taken  place  during  the  period  under  review  was 
the  clearing  away  of  three  blocks  of  pail  closets,  seven  in  each 
block,  and  the  making  of  better  provision  for  the  cottages.  One 
through  house  and  two  back-to-back  houses  were  pulled  down,  and 
two  blocks  of  fresh  water  closets  built  on  each  site,  making  four 
blocks,  containing  in  all  26  fresh  water-closets,  and  suitable  dry 
ashpits  provided.  Another  block  of  privies  which  were  ahvays  a 
constant  source  of  annoyance  on  account  of  the  general  public 
louling  same,  have  been  taken  down  and  water-closets  reconstructed 
in  such  a manner  that  the  tenants  can  now  use  them.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  particularize  each  case,  and  we  are  looking  foiwvard,  with 
the  help  of  the  Cleansing  Committee  and  the  adoption  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  to  clearing  out  these  privy 
closets  at  a more  rapid  rate.  In  nearly  every  case  of  conversion 
the  yard  drains  are  relaid  and  connected  to  the  sewer  direct ; in  a 
large  number  of  cases  the  house  drain  runs  though  each  yard  and 
is  connected  to  the  sewer  at  the  end  of  the  street. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


In  referring  to  the  table  of  visits  made  by  your  inspectors,  it 
will  be  seen  that  135  visits  have  been  made  to  cases  of  infectious 
and  contagious  diseases.  The  number  of  notifications  received 
from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  : Scarlet  Fever,  40  ; Diph- 
theria, 48;  Enteric  Fever,  18;  Continued  Fever,  i ; Erysipelas,  35. 
On  receipt  of  each  notification  your  inspectors  visit  the  house  and 
examine  the  sanitary  condition  of  same.  By  this  means  many 
defects  are  ascertained  which  the  tenants  on  account  of  carelessness 
or  ignorance  have  ignored.  It  is  a common  thing  to  find  the 
unpaved  portion  of  the  back  yard  sodden  with  tea  leaves  and  house 
slops.  The  foul  air  arising  from  same  is  no  doubt  the  cause  of 
many  of  these  diseases.  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Enteric 
Fever  have  received  special  attention.  In  each  case  where  a privy 
midden  has  been  connected  with  the  house  the  owners  have  been 
written  to^  asking  them  to  convert  some  to  the  water-carriage 
system,  and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  in  many  cases  the  suggestions 
have  been  carried  out.  Instruction  is  given  as  to  the  disinfection 
of  the  house,  yard,  privy,  &c. , which  is  carried  out  by  the 
disinfector. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  visits  have  been  made  to  the 
Common  Lodging-houses  within  the  Borough.  The  attention  of 
the  deputy  at  one  house  was  called  to  the  windows  not  being 
opened  and  in  a dirty  condition,  better  attention  having  since 
been  paid  to  same.  The  houses  have  been  kept  in  a proper  manner 
and  fairly  clean,  no  breaches  of  the  bye-laws  having  to  be  notified. 
The  limewashing  has  taken  place  at  the  specified  periods,  i.e.,  the 

first -weeks  in  April  and  October  respectively. 

/ 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

During  the  period  under  review  24  houses  have  been  placed 
upon  the  register,  making  now  a total  of  34  houses  registered, 
with  167  rooms,  and  giving  accommodation  for  378  adults  and  66 
children,  reckoned  on  the  basis  of  400  cubic  feet  of  air  space  per 
person  for  sleeping  rooms  only,  and  500  cubic  feet  when  used 


for  living"  and  sleeping  purposes  ; a child  being  a person  under  ten 
years  of  age  and  reckoned  on  half  the  above  air  space.  One 
house  was  found  to  be  in  such  a condition  as  tO'  be  unfit  for  habita- 
tion, this  being  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who 
condemned  the  same.  It  has  since  been  closed.  Five  of  these 
houses  are  small  cottages,  and  are  let  only  to  members  of  one 
family.  In  one  of  these  houses  I have  had  to  call  the  landlord’s 
attention  to  the  want  of  an  additional  bed  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  family,  which  was  immediately  supplied.  The  other  houses 
have  the  rooms  let  off  as  tenements,  only  seven  of  the  landlords 
(or  landladies)  living  on  the  premises.  In  several  cases  the  attics 
are  let  off  as  sleeping  rooms  for  men  lodgers,  and  a common  room 
on  the  ground  floor  used  as  the  living  room,  similar  to  common 
lodging-houses.  They  are  persons  who  work  in  the  town  and  do 
not  belong  to  the  ever-moving  fraternity,  and  they  pay  a rate  of 
3s.  and  3s.  6d.  per  week,  the  common  lodging-house  price  being 
3^d.  and  qd.  per  night.  . On  measuring  up  the  rooms  for  registra- 
tion purposes  several  cases  of  overcrowding  were  found  and 
remedied,  one  landlady  having  to  be  cautioned  as  to  the  dirty 
condition  of  the  house,  the  tenants  also  being  cautioned  and  their 
attention  drawn  to  the  bye-laws.  The  only  supply  of  water  to 
all  this  class  of  houses  consists  of  one  water  tap  on  the  ground 
floor.  In  one  house  the  floor  of  the  common  room,  which  had 
become  saturated  with  water,  was  taken  up  and  an  impervious 
floor  substituted.  Since  the  registration  the  houses  have  been 
cleansed  and  limewashed,  and  thus  some  beneficial  result  has  been 
obtained. 


EXPLOSIVES  ACTS. 

Thirty-eight  persons  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  explosives 
during  the  year  as  required  by  these  Acts,  thirty-four  being  for 
the  sale  of  fireworks,  three  for  the  sale  of  gunpowder,  and  one  for 
storing  explosives  for  quarry  purposes.  The  trade  in  fireworks 
only  lasts  for  about  three  weeks,  from  the  last  week  in  October  to 
the  second  week  in  November,  each  shop  being  visited  to  see  if 
the  same  are  being  kept  in  conformity  with  the  x^cts.  The  new 
Order,  dated  11th  May,  1906,  simplified  the  arrangements  defining 
the  “ substantial  receptacle,”  and  giving  them  permission  to  keep 
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a larg'er  quantity,  and  also  to  keep  them  in  boxes  with  ^lass  covers, 
providing  same  are  not  in  the  shop  windows.  Most  shops  use 
dummies  for  advertising  purposes.  Gunpowder  is  sold  by  the 
ironmongers  and  locksmiths,  being  kept  in  safes  and  in  small 
quantities.  The  store  room  for  the  quarrv  is  well  situated  away 
from  any  building  or  public  road. 

PETROLFATM  ACTS. 

Under  these  Acts  five  licences  have  been  granted  for  the  keep- 
ing of  petroleum,  one  for  petrol,  and  five  for  calcium  carbide;  a 
special  store  having  to  be  provided  for  the  storing  of  petrol.  One 
works  within  the  borough  make  their  own  acetylene  gas  for  illumin- 
ating purposes  ; the  process  appears  to  be  carried  on  under  safe 
conditions. 

SHOP  HOURS  ACTS. 

Most  of  the  shops  within  the  Borough  where  women  or  young 
persons  are  employed  have  now  the  notice  which  is  required  by 
Section  4 hung  up.  The  time  limit  fixed  in  Section  3 of  the  Act — 
74  hours — appears  to  be  a standard  which  is  seldom  attained,  the 
barbers  and  hairdressers’  shops  being  governed  by  a closing  order 
obtained  under  the  Shop  Hours  Act,  1904.  Most  other  shops 
recognise  the  hours  fixed  by  the  Tradesmen’s  Association,  which 
are  well  within  the  limit. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

The'  following  table  gives  the  particulars  of  seventy  smoke 
observations  taken  during  the  year,  sixty-four  being  of  60  minutes’ 
duration,  five  being  of  30  minutes’  duration,  and  one  being  of 


20  minutes. 

Initials  of  Firm. 

Black. 

Mins  Secs. 

Moderate. 
Mins.  Secs. 

None. 

Mins.  Secs. 

B.  P.  M.  & C.  S.  M. 

Co 

I 

30  ... 

CC 

30  ... 

. . . 20 

0 

* G.  & P 

••  7 

30  ... 

...  19 

30  ... 

• • • CO 

0 

P.  S 

0 

30  ... 

...  15 

30  ... 

...  T4 

0 

}.  W.  & Co 

..  9 

30  ... 

...  19 

0 ... 

...  31 

30 

S.  R.  & S 

2 

30  ... 

...29 

0 . . . 

...  28 

30 

* S.  & C 

T2 

0 ... 

...  t8 

30  ... 

...29 

30 

* S.  S.  & Son,  No. 

I Mill  . 

••  15 

0 . . . 

...  25 

0 . . . 

...  20 

0 

ii8 


Initials  ot  Firm. 

S.  S.  & Son,  No.  2 Mill 

* H.  & C 

t O.  Bros.  Ltd 

T.  & N 

H.  & B 

.A.  A.  & S 

B.  C.  M.  Co 

B.  & H.  C.  F.,  No.  I ... 

* B.  & H.  C.  F.,  No.  2... 

J.  H.  P 

B.  F.  M.  Co 

* J.  K.  S.  & Co 

t N.  V.  C.  S.  M.  Co 

B.  C.  M.  Co 

j.  & A.  E 

B.  S.  & M.  Co.,  No.  I 

B.  S.  & M.  Co.,  No.  2 

.A.  W.  & Sons  

W.  & G.  O 

J K.  & S.  P 

W.  S.  M,  Co 

M.  & Co 

B.  C.  F.  D 

* N.  B.  S.  M 

B.  C.  M.  Co 

T.  H.  & S 

A.  A.  & S 

W.  & J.  H 

M.  B.  & H 

t N.  V.  C.  S.  M.  Co.  ... 

J R.  C.  Ltd 

G.  C.  Ltd 

T.  & N 

B.  C.  E.  D 

J.  K.  & S.,  D.  S 

A.  & S 

* Y.  B 


Black. 

Moderate. 

None. 

Mins. 

Secs. 

Mins. 

Secs. 

Mins.  : 

Secs. 

5 

30  ... 

. . . 16 

30  ... 

...  38 

0 

i6 

30  ... 

• 3 

30  ... 

0 

19 

30  ... 

...  30 

0 . . . 

. . . TO 

30 

9 

45  ••• 

...  36 

45  • 

...  T3 

30 

T 

30  ... 

...  t8 

30  ... 

. . . TO 

0 

0 

0 ... 

•••  3 

30  ... 

...  56 

30 

3 

30  ... 

...  T9 

30  ... 

37 

0 

5 

0 . . . 

•••  33 

45  ••• 

. . . 2 T 

15 

8 

0 ... 

...  23 

0 . . . 

. . . 29 

0 

0 

0 . . . 

...  8 

0 . . . 

...  52 

0 

5 

LS  ••• 

...  17 

0 ... 

•••  37 

45 

8 

0 ... 

•••  35 

30  ... 

. ..  t6 

30 

32 

30  ... 

...  27 

30  ... 

0 

0 

5 

0 ... 

•••  55 

0 . . . 

0 

0 

4 

45  ••• 

•••  37 

0 ... 

...  t8 

15 

6 

T5  ... 

...  3T 

T5  ... 

. . . 22 

30 

I 

15  ... 

...  24 

45  ••• 

•••  34 

0 

5 

45  ••• 

...  29 

30  ... 

...  24 

45 

I 

45  ••• 

...  18 

45  ••• 

•••  39 

30 

2 

0 ... 

. . . 26 

30  ... 

...  3T 

30 

3 

30  ... 

...  21 

0 ... 

•••  35 

30 

0 

30  ... 

•••  5 

30  ... 

•••  54 

0 

0 

0 ... 

...  30 

45  ••• 

...  29 

L5 

13 

30  ... 

...  7 

15  ••• 

...  9 

L5 

4 

15  ... 

. . . 22 

45  ••• 

•••  33 

0 

I 

30  ... 

. . . TO 

30  ... 

...  48 

0 

4 

45  ••• 

...  4 

15  ••• 

...  5T 

0 

5 

45  ••• 

...  T9 

15  ••• 

35 

0 

0 

50  ... 

...  T4 

TO  . . . 

•••  45 

0 

12 

0 . . . 

...  18 

0 . . . 

0 

0 

6 

0 ... 

•••  43 

0 ... 

. . . T T 

0 

I 

30  ... 

...  14 

0 ... 

...  44 

30 

6 

45  ••• 

...  30 

0 ... 

...  23 

15 

2 

0 . . . 

...  29 

15  ••• 

. . . 2 1 

45 

2 

0 ... 

...  27 

0 ... 

...  3T 

0 

3 

0 ... 

. . . 40 

45  ••• 

...  T 6 

15 

8 

45  ••• 

...  t8 

0 . . . 

•••  33 

LS 

Black 

Moderate. 

None. 

Initials  of  Firm. 

Mins. 

Secs. 

Mins. 

Secs. 

Mins 

Secs. 

B.  C.  G.  0 

0 ... 

. ..  60 

O'  

0 

0 

B.  C.  G.  0 

0 

0 ... 

...  15 

0 

• 45 

0 

C.  B.  Co 

0 ... 

. . . 16 

3O'  

• 43 

30 

J.  R.  & S 

0 ... 

'2 

O 

cr7 

0 

• 0/ 

B.  B.  Co 

0 

0 ... 

2d. 

0 

o 

B.  C.  T.  D 

0 ... 

...  IT 

0 

. 49 

0 

* T.  & N 

15  ... 

...  27 

0 

. 2 1 

45 

* B.  F.  M.  Co 

...  IT 

0 ... 

. . . t6 

15  

• 32 

45 

W.  L.  & Co 

. . . . 3 

45  ••• 

...  24 

0 

• 3^ 

15 

R.  P 

...  6 

0 ... 

...  t8 

45  

• 35 

K5 

* C.  L.  Co 

...  13 

0 ... 

...  t8 

O'  

. 29 

0 

f.  VV 

. . . . 3 

0 ... 

. . . 12 

0 

• 45 

0 

W.  B.  Co 

. . . . 0 

0 ... 

I 

0 

• 59 

0 

T.  & N 

...  r> 

15  ... 

•••  34 

30  

. 19 

15 

* }.  H 

...  II 

0 ... 

. . . I > 

0 

. '^4 

0 

v>  1 

y.  B 

. . . . 3 

30  ... 

...  31 

30'  

• 25 

0 

A.  & S 

, . . . 2 

30  ... 

...  17 

30  

. 40 

0 

B.  & H.  C.  F.,  No.  2 Mill.. 

. ...  7 

45  ••• 

. . . 16 

30'  

• 35 

45 

tB.  & H.  C.  F.,  No.  I Mill.. 

. . . . 12 

45  ••• 

. . . 21 

30  

• 25 

45 

P.  S.  & M.  Co 

, ...  5 

0 ... 

...  38 

0 

■ 17 

0 

H.  & S 

0 ... 

. . . 10 

0 

• 50' 

0 

T.  & N 

4 

0 

, . . 'ti 

QO  

. 24 

30 

* C W.  S 

...  9 

0 .... 

. . . 29 

30  

. 2 1 

30 

P.  S.  Co 

...  0 

0 

, . . 10 

0 

• ^0 

0 

T.  & N 

• • • 0 

0 

••  25 

0 

vT 

• 35 

0 

* A.  C.  & Co 

. ...  16 

0 

••  4 

O'  

0 

0 

* Le^al  notices  were  served  on  the  occupiers  under  Section  94 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  the  time  limit  (seven  minutes  in 
sixty  minutes)  beinpf  exceeded. 

t Prosecutions  were  ordered  to  be  taken  in  these  cases,  one  firm 
bein^  fined  40s.  and  costs,  and  an  abatement  order  ^'ranted. 
On  account  of  the  illness  of  Inspector  Kay  the  other  two 
cases  were  not  proceeded  with,  measures  havinq*  been  taken 
to  abate  the  nuisance,  one  firm  having  built  a new  chimney. 
Another  firm  had  a fan  fixed  at  the  base  of  the  chimney  for 
increasing'  the  draug'ht.  This  appears  to  have  had  a bene- 
ficial effect.  Other  firms  have  work  well  in  hand. 
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After  an  observation  has  been  taken  and  the  result  shows  that 
the  time  limit  has  been  exceeded,  your  inspectors  visit  the  works 
and  report  the  result  to  the  occupier,  ascertaining-  at  the  same  time 
if  the  boilers,  economisers,  &c,  are  in  working-  order.  In  every 
case  the  occupiers  have  been  notified  of  the  result  of  the  observations 
made,  by  letter.  Letters  have  also  been  sent  when  black  or 
moderate  smoke  in  large  quantities  have  been  noticed  to  issue  from 
the  chimneys  at  such  times  when  set  observations  have  not  been 
taken.  These  constant  reminders  have  a tendency  to  prevent 
carelessness,  to  which  much  of  the  black  smoke  is  due. 

NOTICES. 

Twenty-five  legal  notices  have  been  served  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  following  matters  : — 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Fifteen  to  abate  smoke  nuisance. 

Dwelling  Houses. 

Ten  notices  have  been  served  to  abate  the  following  nuisances ; 

One  to  abate  nuisance  due  to  untrapped  drains,  insanitary 
privy  midden,  walls  and  ceilings  of  house  in  a dirty 
condition. 

One  due  to  defective  rainwater  spouts  and  gutters. 

One  due  to  insanitary  privy  closet. 

One  due  to  an  insuflFicient  closet  accommodation. 

One  due  to  insufficient  ventilation  in  house. 

One  due  to  insufficient  closet  accommodation  and  untrapped 
drains. 

One  due  to  defective  drainage  and  damp  cellars. 

One  due  to  defective  rain-water  spouts,  defective  waste  pipe, 
and  walls  and  ceilings  of  house  in  a dirty  condition. 

One  due  to  a defective  rain-water  spout,  defective  pavement, 
and  walls  and  ceilings  of  house  in  a dirty  condition. 

One  due  to  overcrowding. 

Six  of  the  notices  have  been  complied  with,  the  other  four 
are  in  hand.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  out  any  summonses 
in  order  to  get  an  abatement,  although  two  of  the  four  yet  unabated 
are  very  dilatory.  In  one  case  the  property  is  being  re-leased. 
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Preliminary  notices  are  served  in  all  cases,  and  if  possible  personal 
interviews  made,  before  a legal  notice  is  served,  and  it  is  satisfac- 
tory to  note  that  by  these  means  nearly  all  the  nuisances  are 
abated  without  having  to  report  same  to  the  Committee. 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served 91 

Number  of  letters  in  lieu  of  preliminary  notices 441 

Number  of  verbal  notices 84 

Number  of  letters  sent  other  than  notices 298 

Number  of  special  reports  re  sanitary  fittings  and 

drains 14 

Number  of  notices  served  on  occupiers 23 

Number  of  notices  served  on  occupiers  of  Factories 

and  Workshops. 22 

Number  of  notices  received  from  H.M.I.  of  Factories  9 
Number  of  prosecutions i 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  nuisances  occurring 
in  which  Notices  have  been  served  : — 


Number 

of 

Notices. 

Affect- 

ing-. 

NUISANCE. 

Houses 

Affected 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

0 

9 

Water  closets  insufficient  

2 

4 

Water  closets  without  sufficient  supply  of 

water 

1 

6 

Water  closets  inadequately  lighted  

— — 

1 

Defective  pail  closets 

± 

1 

1 

Dirty  and  dark  privy  closets 

--  — 

0 

r 

Females’  closets  without  doors 

3 

0 

3 

Workshops  require  limewashing 

A 

K 

Drains  choked  

4 

1 

0 

1 

Defective  rain-water  gutters 

__ 

1 

1 

Water  cistern  overflowing 

— 

1 

1 

Privy  midden  opening  into  workshop  ... 

— 

0 

Q 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

0 

0 

Dwelling-Houses. 

89 

180 

Foul  privy  closets  and  middens 

256 

25 

44 

Defective  pail  closets  

64 

62 

67 

Ashpits  without  proper  doors  

106 

1 22 


Number 

of 

Notices. 

Aflfect- 

ing. 

NUISANCE. 

Houses 

Affected. 

Dwelling-Houses. 

28 

43 

Ashpits  and  closets  (roofs  and  walls  to 
repair) 

60 

5 

7 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  

9 

7 

7 

Insufficient  ashpit  accommodation  

10 

6 

8 

Privy  middens  to  cleanse  (in  added  areas) 
Fresh  water  closets  out  of  order 

20 

34 

42 

93 

27 

27 

Waste  water  closets  out  of  order 

30 

5 

5 

Defective  sanitary  fitting's 

5 

17 

28 

Defective  soil  and  waste  pipes 

28 

70 

87 

Defective  rain-water  pipes  and  eaves 
gutters 

111 

54 

80 

Defective  and  untrapped  drains  

92 

164 

174 

Choked  drains 

241 

4 

11 

Waste  pipes  connected  direct  to  drain... 

11 

1 

1 

Houses  without  sufficient  drains  

1 

3 

3 

Sewer  manholes  and  sewers  choked  

— ■ 

20 

22 

Defective  pavement  in  back  yards  

36 

28 

32 

Dilapidated  and  damp  houses 

32 

22 

84 

Premises  to  cleanse 

34 

3 

5 

Houses  overcrowded 

5 

26 

42 

Houses  to  repair 

42 

25 

32 

Accumulations  of  refuse  

35 

6 

6 

Animals  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance 

6 

1 

1 

Smoke  issuing  from  greenhouse  chimney 

1 

8 

13 

Cellars  flooded 

13 

12 

20 

Offensive  and  dirty  closets  and  approaches 

38 

1 

1 

Offensive  Urinal 

1 

1 

Stagnant  pool 

— 

3 

8 

Unused  insanitarv  premises  

— 

SUMMARY  OF  VISITS. 

Infectious  and  contag'ioiis  diseases  

Common  lodg-ing'-houses 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Elementary  Schools . 

Canal  (Boats)  Wharf 

Re  House  to  house  inspection  

,,  Houses  to  cleanse 

,,  Houses  overcrowded 

,,  Houses  to  repair 


135 

162 
10 1 


8t8 

16 

33 
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Summary  of  Visits — Continued. 

Re  Houses  Damp  15 

,,  Drains  choked,  dilapidated,  and  untrapped 573 

,,  Waste  and  fresh  water-closets 252 

,,  Offensive  privy  middens 433 

,,  Defective  sanitary  fitting's 16 

,,  Examination  and  testing-  of  drains 14 

,,  Defective  pavement  in  back  yards 44 

,,  Defective  rain-water  spouts  and  eaves  g'utters...  T19 

,,  Cellars  flooded  and  damp  walls 41 

,,  Choked  sewers  4 

,,  Offensive  and  foul  backyards ig 

,,  Accumulation  of  refuse 46 

,,  Defective  manure  sheds 5 

,,  Animals  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance 14 

,,  Effluvium  nuisances 2 

,,  Nuisance  from  filter  beds  and  stag-nant  pool  ...  8 

,,  Unused  premises  insufficiently  fenced 22 

,,  Smoke  nuisances  62 

,,  Work  in  progress 351 

,,  Appointments  and  nuisances  of  a general 

character  275 


Sanitary  improvements  carried  out  in  pursuance  of  Inspections 
made  and  Notices  served  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Initials  of  Firm.  Nuisance  Manner  of  Abatement 

P.  M.  S.  Co.  Privy  closets  on  the  tower  The  whole  of  the  closets  have  been 
system  and  connected  to  cleared  out  and  26  w.c ’s  fitted 
tanks — 26  in  number  up  with  anti-syphon  and  venti- 

lating pipes,  inspection  and  dis- 
connection chambers  built,  the 
pipes  embedded  in  concrete 
underneath  the  floor 

G.  H.  &Co...  Insufficient  closet  accom-  Additional  w.c.  provided,  old  drains 
modation  and  effluvia  in  taken  up  and  relaid,  and  venti- 
shed  lators  fixed  in  wall 

B.  F.  Co Insufficient  accommoda-  Additional  w.c,  provided 

tion 


In  connection  with  Dwelling-houses  and  other  premises  : 

Privy  closets  converted  to  fresh  w ater  closets 

Privy  closets  converted  to  waste- water  closets 

Pail  closets  converted  to  fresh  water  closets  

Pail  closets  converted  to  waste  water  closets 

Additional  fresh  water  closets  provided  

Additional  waste  water  closets  provided 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets  fixed  

Number  of  waste  water  closets  fixed  

Privy  middens  altered  and  converted  to  dry  ashpits  ... 

Ashbins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits  

Additional  ashpits  and  ashbins  provided  

Ashpits  provided  with  new  doors  or  repaired  

Privy  Middens  repaired  or  modified 

Pail  closets  repaired  structurally 

New  pails  provided  to  pail  closets  and  urinal  guards... 

F'resh  water  closets  put  in  order 

W'aste  water  closets  put  in  order 

Traps  of  water  closets  and  w^aste  water  closets 

unstopped  and  cleaned 

Water  closets  (pedestals  and  soil  pipes  renewed) 

Sanitary  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  other  than  water 

closets 

Choked  drains  unstopped  and  cleansed  

Defective  drains,  brick  and  stone  drains,  taken  out 

and  new  stoneware  drains  laid 

Cellars  redrained  or  drains  removed  

Defective  channel  and  yard  pavements  repaired  

Houses  without  eaves  troug'hino-  or  defective  troughs 

repaired  or  renewed 

Houses  without  R.W.P.  or  defective  pipes  renewed  ... 

Houses  cleansed  and  limewashed  

Houses  in  which  repa;'irs  to  plastering',  brickwork, 

and  woodwork  have  been  carried  out 

Premises  fenced  off  or  boarded  up  to  prevent  nuisances 

Dangerous  premises  pulled  down 

Houses  closed  on  account  of  general  dilapidation 

Houses  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation 
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Foul  accumulations  removed  32 

Animals  and  fowls  removed 6 

Cases  of  overcrowding  removed 1 1 

Other  sundry  nuisances  dealt  with  36 


In  conclusion  I have  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  Inspector 
Kay  for  the  most  able  services  which  he  has  rendered  in  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  work  embodied  in  this  report.  I also  wish  to  express 
my  thanks  to  you  for  your  kind  consideration. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HAWORTH,  M.S.I.A. 
Certified  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Sanitary  Engineer. 


